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ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
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Friday, i2—8t. Vincent Ferrer, (. (April 5.)

Saturday, 13—t. Hermenegild, M.

Sunday, 14—Second after Easter.

Monday, 15—0f the Feria,

Tuesday, 16—0f the Feria.

Wednesday, 17—3t. Anicetus, P M.

Thursday, 18—0f the Blessed Sacrament,

—————
NEWS OF TOE WEEK.

The provisional government of France pre-
gsided over by M. Thiers has lasted another
week, but from day to duy we may expect to
hear that it has been overthrown. A reac-
tionary Bonapartist  agitation is reperted as
prevailing in Paris; and though it is hard to
bolieve, it seems almost certain that the * man
of December,” who is also the © mun of Sedan,”
has still many partizans in France. In Ger-
many, war to the knife against the Church has
been proclaimed, and all semblance even of
moderation has been abundoned.  Not merely
is all zovernment aid withdrawn from Catholic
schools, but in the name of civil :nd religious
liberty, Catholics are not to be wllowed to keep
scheols at all; and nen-German ypriests, are to
be prosceuted if; without the =anction of gov-
croment, that is to say of Vriuce Bismarek,
they presume to excrcise their functions in the
new Empire. Only that the peuslties pre-
scribed by these modern liberal laws are not so
severe as those inflicted upon refractory for-
ciguers, who in the days ef Nero, without the
pormission of Casar, presumed to preach Chris-
tianity in Rowme, there is really no difference
betwixt the actual condition of affuirs ocelesias-
tical in Germany, and those of the first and
second centuries of our cra in Rome. Bis-
marck is thus fairly committed to this war
with the Catholic €hurcl ; he has drawn the
sword, and throwa away the scabbard, whilst
the plaudits of the Liheral world encourage
him to persevere. We [ear ot for the result
however, and unterritied we wceept the combat,
for one greater than Bismarck has predicted
net only the battle, butits issue,  Dr. Dollinger
has thrown away the Catholic muxk whick he
at first assumed to conceal the ugly features of
Old Catholicism. He now ¢omes out openly
as an avowed Protestant, asa disciple of Luther,
whom he lands as one of Germany's greatest
sons, I'rom Rome there is no change to re
port; the financial condition of the intrusive
government is, we rejoice to sec, growing worse
day by day; on our Gth page the reader will
find an interesting article on this subject, from
the London ZWmes. Spuin appenrs to be on
the cve of another revolution which will send
King Amadeus packing; the comic papers
gravely announce the expeeted arrival of an
Ttalian frigate, for conveying hack to Italy a
forcigner and his famnily now residens in Madrid.
The Carlist party are again raising their heads.

There have been long discussions in the
Tmperial Parliament on the hiteh in the Wash-
ingten Trenty. No forwel mrangement of the
matter in dispute has, as yet, been mutnally
agreed to; but, though the state of affairs is
something like the famous ¢ dead-lock” in the
Critic, we doubt not but what sowe diplomatic
Jove will appoar in time to cut the knot, and
to cause the dropping of ali the swords und
daggers which now scem to menuce our peuee,

Winter, hidcous winter, still usserts its reign
in Lewer Canada, but must now soon be com-
pelled to yield to the gentle influonces of Spring.
Small-pox is on the inerease; but we may hope
that when the mild weather shall have set in,
French Canadians will again open their win-
dows, and et a little fresh air inte their dwell-
ings, which will of course Lave the cffeet of
arresting the progress of the cpidemic amongst
them. The scarcity of fuel, which, fearfully

dear all the winter, i3 now at a famine price,
has, we doubt nof, had much to do with the
fearful mertality of the winter, by eompelling
.the crowding, and herding together, for the
sake of economising fuel, of seyeral familiss in
ene small, ill ventilated, and foul smelling
apartment. Several of our City contemporaries

begin already to speak of the General Election
for the Dominion Parliament, as near at hund,
The Million Dollar By-Law will be submitted
to the vote of the duly qualified municipal
electors of Montreal on the 27th inst.; and the
voting Yes, or No, will be eontinued through-
out the ten following (legal) days. We see
it reported that the motorious Gavazzi is again
en route for this Continent, we suppose on 3
colleeting tour—for money is what all these
chaps are looking after, e may perhaps visit
Canada; and if so, it is to be hoped that there
will be found amongst its Catholic population
none foolish cnough, and wicked enough to in-
terfere with, or to take any notice of him. * Let
him severely alone ; do not go and hear him
yourselves, so that your ears may not be of-
fended, and your angry passions aroused, by
his obscene diatribes; but do net attempt to
prevent others from listening to him.” This
is the line of conduet that all Cuthelics are
bound to pursue ; and if there be any who un-
fortunately shall deviate from it, they may be
sure that they will meet with but scant sym-
pathy from Catholies should they be kicked
and cuffed within an inch of their lives.

Panis, April 5—M. Heari Rochefort, Pas-
chal, Grousset and M. Assi sailed to-day for
the penal Colony of New Caledonia.

The revenue tables of Vietoria, Australia,
for the last quarter, prove 2 most satisfactory
state of affairs, The total roceipts for the
twelve months were £3,520,000, giving an in-
orease, chiefly from customs of £276,000 on
the year 1870.

Our readers will no doubt, be grateful to
our correspondent Sucerdos, for his exeellent
letters on the question—* Was St. Peter cver
at Rome ?””  They must feel that, historically,
our learned correspondent, has cxhausted the
subject; that he has fairly met, und effectually
disposed of all the objections of those whe
maintain the negative to this question; and
that he has brought forward » mass of author-
itics in support of the affirmative, who cannot
be rcjected without calling in question the
validity of all human testimony to a matter of
fact. It is true that we have not the written
evidence of cyc-witnesses to the fact of the
martyrdom at Rome of St. Peter; but, so
short was the interval that clapsed betwixt the
date nssigned by tradition for that event—A.D.
67—and the appearance of writings in which, by
devout and intelligent men, that event was put
on record, that we may safely say that no fact
reluted in history is better attested thun is
that of the martyrdom of St. Peter at Romae,
under the Neronian persccution.
1t is recorded by writers of the second cen.
tury ; by men therefore, who in their younger
days must have been contemperaries of those
who, in their youth, might well have seen St.
Petor led out to cxecution, For instance: a
young man, born A.D. 50, would have been 17
years of age ag the time of the Apostle’s mar-
tyrdom; and might ensily have attained the
age of 70, which would have made him the
contemporary of men, born A.D. 100; to whom
Lie might have related his cxperienecs, and by
whom those expericuces might have been re-
corded in writing towurds the close of the
second century, There are numbers now liv-
ing in Canada, who may have, when young,
conversed with old men who were eye-witnesses
of, or may have taken part in, the battle which
made Canada a portion of the British Bmpire;
and betwixt the date assigned as that of St.
Peter's death by crucifixion, apd its appear-
unce as a piece of written history, the interval
that clapsed was about the same as that which
has elapsed sinee the bloody conflict on the
Heights of Abraliam.

But if not founded upon historical fact, how
eould the tradition have, in so short a time,
arisen, and met with universal reception ? But
one reason for the origin of such a traidition,
if not founded on facts, suggests itself—to wit:
That alrcady, towards the end of the first cen-
tury, so firmly established, and so universally
diffused and reccived as a fundumental doe-
trine of Christianity was the belief in the Pri-
macy of St. Peter, as Prince of the Apostles,
that evern Rome, the Imperial €ity, the Queen
City of the universal globe, was thought to re-
ceive additional lustre from the presence of St.
Peter, and from his Xpiscopate. Only upon
this hypothesis could the tradition, had there
been no corrcspouding historical fact, bave
originated ; and thus the tradition cven, if falsc,
would but prove how highly, cven in the very
first days of the Churel, the peculiar office 4.e.
the Primaey of St. Peter was csteemed, since
even Rome, already so great, deemed it neces-
gary to claim him as her Bishop.

But would the other cities of the Empire
have becn content to allow this claim to pass
unchallenged, if not founded on notorious facts ?
and if the Babylon from whence St. Peter
dates his first letter to the strangers soattered
throughout Asia, &e., were not the mystical
Bubylon of the Apocalypse, but the geographical
Babylon, how came it that the latter did not assert
her claime, as against the @ity of the Cuesars?

And yet of any other City having ever contested

with Rome the proud, coveted, much envied
distinction of being the cathedra Petri, the
City where the Prince of the Apostles had es-
tablished his seat, there is no trace in history ;
as most assuredly there would be, upon the
hypothesis that St. Peter had conferred the
dignity of his presence and Episcopate upon any
of Rome's rivals, all jealous of her sccular
greatness,

Tur Ciry oF THE PLAGUE.—The actual
serious condition of Montreal, to which the
name of the Pest-City may be well applied, is
stirring up the press, and individual eitizeus,
to the necessity of immediate action. Thereis
ne time to be lost; death is advanecing at
rapid pace, and yet nothing is being done to
arrest the progress of the destroyer, which is
sarrying off the population 2t the rate of 140
per week.

The unusual accumulation of dead bodies,
many hundreds of then vietims of the hideous
small-pox, all advancing to a state of decom-
position, in the vault of the Cemetery—is caus-
ing a most abominable stench on the Cute des
Neiges road; und may be perccived at uearly
the distancc of a mile, as we have been in-
formed by people coming in from the country,
and who were half poisened with the fearful
stink. The authorities should at once apply
without stint, the most powerful disinfectants
lest the task of transferring from the vault to
the graves the maes f corruption in the former,
be tho cause of an outbreak of pestilence in
severcr form thau ever. We publish below an
article from the Duily Newe, and some extracts
from a Memorial on the subject of the Public
Health, Both documents should be carefully
studied :—

Sasrrary Rerord.—The majority of our ity
Couneil seem unable to comprehiend the rudiments
of sanitary scienve.  They fancy that if foet-paths
are kept in order, and streets prevented falling into
neglect, that every thing must be smeoth and serenc ;
whereas strects and footpaths, city bell, park and
railways, are not to be weighed for amoment, against
the duty of providing an efticicnt system of drainage.
The chief, and most costly, portion of the City Coun- |
cil work, is wnderneath the streets, ranoved from in-
spection and criticism.  The lives of the citizens
are the couuters with which the game is played. 1t
would no doubt shock a pious church-going Coun-
cillor or Alderman, to be told that he was guilty of
murder.  Yet it js perfectly easy to prove, Ly statis-
ticr, that, in certein sections of this city, defective
and false systems of drainage intlict & heavy  denth- !
wic on thore families condemned to live there. !
Coust is of no conssyuence in comparison with the
lives of the inhabitants, We are living in whited
sepulchres, and almost invite the ravages of an
endemic p]nguc.—llu'ily News th inst.

T'iua Penric Heatta.—The following is from the
Memeorial presented to the Conncil, April 3rd, by the
Iate Sceretary of the Sanitary Association —

The mortality of the city has been steadily in-
creasing, each month, from an average weekly
death-rato of €9 in November to 120 in Mareh ; the
death-rate of children advancing from 42 in Nov-
ember to 81 in March. The interments last woek
were 118, including 82 children, and 43 from smnll-
pox.

During the past quarter, we have lost nearly 43
living souls ench week, as compared with the winter
quarter of last year. 8hould the same loss continue
through the year, we shall, at its close, have sacri-
ficed the lives of 2,470 of eur citizens on the altar of
wilful neglect of the known laws of health.

As the Council have just past a by-law coneerning
privies, which will (if faithfully (nrried out) greativ
increase the existing offensivensss of the sewers, it
is even more urgent than heforu shat the most
practicalle plan for ventilating these sewers be at
vrce carrierd out,

As the approaching warm weather will greatly in-

crease the existing elements of discase, the spring
cleansing of the city should be superintended in
far more systematic manner than in former years,
The existing etaff of medical and police officers muy
be mule far more eficient under proper mupage-
ment; but it cannot be expected that the members
of the Dourd of Health van give ns much time to
this work ns its urgency requires,
" Under these circumstances 1 am autlorised to
stato that a yentleman, long resident in the city, and
who degervedly enjoys the respect of mll elasses of
the inhabitants, hus offered to give Lis whole time
for three months in orgunizing the Health Depart-
ment, The detalls of his plan will be conununicated
to the Board of Health, if the Council, av this mect-
ing, think proper to accept his gratuitnus services,
Althougl the Chairman of the Health Commnitiec is
unfortunately absent, the issues of the work are too
important to allow cven of a week's wnneeessary
delny.

Tac following extracts fronf the 4 Report of the
State Board of Health of Massachusctts” just publish-
ad, will be feund of impertunt application to onr
own'condition.

“ Smull-pox had Leen pgpidemic in Lowell and
Holyulke, but in no other towns. It appearved in
Warcester but was driven out by the vigilance eof
the bhealth authorities. It tried Springfield, Tmt
failed, Buston has been almost cntirely excmpt,
There can be little doubt that it wonld not have
gpread in Lowell and Holyoke, had the health au-
thoritics acted with more promptness and decision.
In these ¢itics are many Freach Canadians, who
are notorioualy perverse in refusing vaccination :
and whan sick with small-pox, conceal if possible
the nature of their discase, Neither theirignorancy,
nor their fuol-hardiness should be allowed to on-
danger the lives of those among whom they dwell”

Syars-Pox.—This horrid disense is, we
regret to see, always on the imerease; and
week by week the number of deaths wngments,
It is confined almost entirely to the French
Canadiaus inhubiting the castern part of the
City; wnd out of 43 victims to the disease last
week only two were of English origin, The
Montreal Guzettc of the 4th inst., ealls publio
attention to this very singular, and very scrious
state of affuirs, in the following terms :—

*The continued inorease in the denthrate from
amall-pox, is o subject which we fear has not suffi-
cieutly chinllenged the attention of those members
of the City Council who aroe specially charged with
questions aflecting the public health. Thereis fair
ground for suspicion that we are becoming so familiar
with the rnvages of this loathsome discase, in the
eastern portion of the city, ns to be comparntively

callous nbout the adoption of remedial moasures, A
few wocks ago when the number of deaths was little

‘more than one-half what jtwwas last week, there was

some appearance of public opinion baving been
aroused. Some very painful deaths, which occurred
in the western part of the city, had their influence
in exciting public attention to thu question, and there
gcemed some hope that stepe would be faken in the
dircction of sanitary reform. One result was that
almost every English speaking family in the western
part ef the city was vaccinated. For some weeks
the cousulting rooms of our physicians were literally
crowded, and as a consequenco ths disease bas been
almost entirely banished from that section of the
city, and indecd from the Protestant inhablitants
generally, Among our French Cansdian fellow
vitizens the deaths which eccurred had not the same
influence, The disease itself has fewer terrors for
them, for, as a masier of fact, it prevails moro er less
among them during cvery season, as a consequenee
of the ntter neglect by them of the ordinary pre-
ventives which seience bas diseovered. Ard there
have been those, medical men too, who, ignoring &l1
the teachings of medical science, closing their eyes
to the faets transpiring before them, have not hesi-
tated to urge a continnance of this same systematic
neglect. The result was apparent. While Dr.
Coderre theorised, the victims of his persuasion were
passing away to the tomb. Lask week forty-two of
them went to their long home, all but ene, children
under twelve years of age, and il but two, Roman
Catholies, and wo believe French Canadiane. The
pernicious teaching is having its effect.”

The Dr. Coderre nbove alluded to by the
Grizette is known as a very strenucus opponent
of vaceination ; and from the inerease of small-
Pox, it is to be feared that he is only too suc-
cessful. e is also publishing a serics of ar-
ticles on the subject in the Minerve, the peru-
sal of which, however, ought, we thiok, to have
the contrary cffeot to that by the writer in-
tended ; and should encourage reseurce to vac-
cination as the only prophyluctic, as yet dis-
covered, that tcuds te avrest the spread of the
most loathsome of all diseases with which the
hruman race is afHlicted.

The theory of Dr. Coderre, if we have right-
1y grasped his meaning, i3 this:—That small-
pos, and cow-pox are substantially one and the
game discuse; and that in consequence the
vaceine virus with which we inoculate, is but
the virus of real small-pox, attenucted however,
and mitigated by its passage through other
animal erganisms.  Now if sueh be the case;
and if persons who have once been attacked
with small-pox, enjoy comparative immunity
trom the danger of a second attack of the same
diseuse, it would apparently follow that persons
to whom by vuccination, an adenuated, or
itigated form of real small-pox has been com-
municated, will enjoy the same privilege; and
this without having had to pass through the
scverer and more dangerous form of the same
disease. But this is all that is claimed for it,
by the advocates of vaccination. They do not
pretend that the vaccinated person is rendered
absolutely small-pox proof; but they assert,
and statistics in gencral—und these of Montreal
in particular—bear out the assersion—That
the person vaccinated is, to a very cousiderable
extent, protected againet small-pox, and that
the discase, even should it attack him will
generally assume a mild form, This is just
what we should expset would be the cuse, or
the conscqquence of vaceination, if' the vaceine
virus be only a dilute, attonuuted, and miti-
yated variolous virus; and the fever that at-
tends vaccination but am attenwated and miti-
wated attack of real small-pox,  The conclusion
which we draw from Dr. Coderre's labored
essays against vaccination then is this:—By all
means vaceinate; but be careful that the virus
wherewith you vaceinate be indeed real vaeeine
virus.

i e

Divores 1 sup Srares—To one educated in
English habits of thouglt, the facility afforded for
divorce in the States is somcthing unaceountable.
Its prevalence loosens the bonds of geciety. Iven
in the older States like Connecticut and Vermont,
the proportion of divorces to marriages is w canse of
uncasiness to the moral and religious part of the
community. In the newer States, like linois and
Indiana, it is the worst symptom of the free and
casy sense that is generally entertained of the obliga-
tions of all contracts.

No nullification or repudiation Muws are so disns-
trous in their effects as these lax und immoral divoree
Inws.  As the family relution is the foundation of
all other relations, nothing wounld so much tend to
tle stability of the State ag what secures its sacred-
ness and permanence.  Were all the much agitated
womaw’s rights granted them, they would not
accomplish half so much for their protection and
welfare as jnst and beneficent marriage lows.—
Witness, 2d inst,

Weareglad that our Protestans contemporary
sces and wdmits the evil of diverce laws, and
tac dungers thence aceruing, to socicty and
Christian eivilization. The explunation, liow-
cver, of the phenomenon which he looks upon
us ¢ something unaccouniable to one educated
in linglish habits of thought,” is very easy.

That phenomenon is, “the fucility afforded
for divorce in the States;” the explanation of
it is obvious. The Unii States have receded
still further from the Catholic Church, and
Catholic traditions than has, as yet, Wogland
though of late years the latter has taken a long
stride in the saine backwards direction. The
old €atholic traditions of the sanctity of mar-
ringe, of ““holy matrimony,” have lingered for
generations in Englied, and have been kopt
alive by the imperfectly veformed Church of
England, which, till within a few years, insisted
upon the indissolubility of Christian marriage,
In the United States these Qatholic traditions
never obtained a footing; their moral atmos-
phere is thoroughly Protestant; and in con-
sequence we witness that total digregard for the
sanctity of the marriage tie which to-dny gives
to the said United States a bad pre-eminenco
amengst the nations of the world. They are

R
what they are in the mattar of divores, bey
they are thoroughly Protestant, " be

There is no ground logically tengh)
t!mt of the absolute indissolubihty of th
riage-tie, on which the Cutholic Clmrche e
her stand; and that of the unrestriete ke
limitod right of divorce, which fn w1
States hus already been gearly reacheg nited
the matter of the relations of the sexes, o I.n
.o'dner words, the State, can neither im;)::nu, N
relax any moral obligations, Tt Iy :; o
certain legal penalties to neglect of itsy, o
tions, and declare the issue of certajy ::}lln.
alone competent to inherit ang Succeed to oy
pertz; but it cannot make that which (}odp;o.
prohibited moral; or make that immaora], v} "
He has not prohibited. ) Which

In a word, man, or the Stute is
to make marriage laws of moryl
The decree of a Courtof J ustice,
lature, though it muy legalize, can never mak
moral, the act of the berson once mpyy; de
who in virtue thereof cohabits wig), nnoﬂ:’
woman, or with another man. Syej uu'm:r
are, no matter what Courts of Law, o lerli:
ments ay say to the contrary, adulterjeg. .,
none thQ less eriminal because sanctione,d
humanlaw. The latter is eompetent t0 lovilyr
for the civil accidents to which m:u-riugec giwL
rice, and to deterrine the eivil statyg of ‘h:
children ; but in the matter of sexuyl unions i
can neither impose, ner relax any moral ob]}oa.
tions. °

If God has given to us, Ifis ereatures, mar.
riage laws, we are bound to obey thoset laws
and those laws only. If He has ot doue thi:
t.hcn every man, every woman, is, morally 4;
liberty to follow his, or her inclinations, Or)ng.
tural affinitics; te eohubit with whomsoever
he, or she, pleases, and for Jjust so longusiy
wutually agreeable. This iy the doetrine of
the “ Free-Lovists,” who of all Protestute
are, on the matter of marringe, the mos;
logieal, and the most consistent with Projest
ant priveiples.  Their prineiples, too, mus
ultimately triumph, and in time be overywhere
adopted by all communities that rejuct the (2.
tholic doctrine ; for it Chrictian marriaue e
vot & divine institution, and therefore one
whose essential eonditions huve been for ever
determined by God Himsolf, and with which
therefore man has no right to tamper, every
one has the right to determine for himself, or
herself, the conditions of his, or her soxual e
lations.  In a word, we defy any one to take
up any grouud logically tenable, betwixt the
position of the Qutholic, and that of th
 Free-Lovists,”

e

e betwjxt

Incompetep,
Oblignﬁon'
orof g Legis.
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SOIREE FOR TuUE DEAF AND DuMp—The
seance in aid of the funds of the Catholic Deny
and Dumb Institute at Mile End came of iy
the St. Patrick’s Hall, on the evening of Tues
day, the 2nd inst. Though the state of ihs
roads wus exeerable, the ustendance was good,
many of our moss distinguished cloryy and
laity being present,

The evening’s catertainments gave general
satisfuction.  They conisted of addresses,
exercizes by the pupils of tho Institute, inter
spersed with music.  First we had an exhibi
tion in the process of Articulation, us tawght
the Deal and Duamb; after which came r: din.
logue in Knglish betwixt two of the pupil
This novel, but most cffectunl mode of plicing
the afilicted inmutes of our Deaf and Dumb
asylums, in easy eommunicution not only with
one another, but with the outer world, has been
but reeently attempted on this Continent, hav.
ing becn introduced ubout u year and a holf
ago, on his return from Furope, by the inde
fatigable Direetor of the Catholic Deaf and
Dumb Instituto, M. Belanger. “T'he system,
as we have already explained to our reader,
when perfected, enables the eye, supplemented
in the cuse of begiuners by the sense of touch,
to perform as it were the functions of the car.
The words articulated by the dumb man arenot
indeed heard by his deaf’ brother, but they are
seen, and understood from the movements of
hix lips; whilst to aid the cye, the fingers of
the deaf listener are placed in contact with the
the throat, nose, and chest of’ the dumbspeaker,
80 a8 to aesist hiw in the interpretation of the
words articulated. This systom, the most per
fect yet invented for enabling the Deaf and
Dumb to communicate with the euter world,
has been adepted in se far as Canada is con-
cernod only in the Catholic Institute at Mile
KEnd; but we believe that it has been attempied
on a small scale in an institution near Spring:
field in the U. States, kept by a Mr. Whipple,

The musical part of the cvening’s entertain-
ment was under the direction of Mad. Pizzet,
assisted by Mud. Leduc, by M. Mailles, and
M. J. Fowler, to whom the $hanks of M. B¢
langar ave respeetfully teudered in acknowledg:
ment of his services, Wo should mention thet
in the cowrse of the evening an excellent ad-
dress was delivered by Mr. Curfan.

87, Mary's Corirar, — On VWednesdy
evening of last week, the Pupils of $his insti
tution gave their annual musical and dramati
scance in homor of St Puirick, The Hil




