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ﬁxe pnrpose of mamtmmng ] regal state in a kmgdom

+ ‘which we . shall never see ? - Are our ‘Tights;, as human
bemgs,—-our privileges, as cmzens, to be wrested from
- ug:2-—But I am wrong, dearest—very wrong to talk thus to
pn " Yet do not tempt me.’ Mehcent, to betray my’
an.rt ‘s honour- - No, 1o, you will not ; f~~ shonld Tyield,
ynn;; Me}mnt-—yon would be one of the first to execrate

%W'nr Ak Caver u‘z)u_t
o S 1 dq not well nndefstand these thmvs.” remmed She,

b,

"i"i “Rf hstenmg attennvely to - his short harangue. « But

‘20\4',\ Y

yon are—yondqllust Be i n darge? here. Whither will you
1go  For" gefety', Ezekiel, ‘and bos =m I to ascertain that you

ar 'Sreﬁ; anﬂ in secnnty N

‘ “H&ve no fear for me, dearest,” answered the young

:3'-‘";\ 2

4eaman ; *“but think how best I may serve yow in the

- 'ﬁfmr ar perxl that is approaching. Oh, Melicent ¢ give me

.

'bnt the right to caﬂ you mine, and that commander of
ihe‘Gaspar
L I; bere to answer for himself,”” ex-laimed the lien-
teannl, turning the point, and suddenly appearing before
ibe "' '_ < Miss Hargood will pardon my interrupting so in-
tereemng a conversauon,” (bowing with mock deference)
“< but T ham a duty to perform. That fellow by yourside
(Ezehel’s face flushed crimson), bas made an outbreak
]'i'om the lodging I provided Jor bim.—(Ile drew a pistol

' *ﬁ'qm lua vest)—Surrender, sir, or, by heaven, you shall
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' «(\mulf raising his Lat, and bowing. ¢* Your path to: ihe

% 'T‘é'{;o » Ezekiel, and trust to my word.”’
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‘*"”“ ’Now, Mr. D,
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contems of 1bis through your head !’

Sk O can met you on your own terms, lieutenanty”’ re-
lnmed Ezeklal, ‘proudly:; aud in an instant, snatchmg a
,un;la; weapon from ‘his breast ; ** yet I thiretnot for your
therefore, seek not miune !’
&rhear—-—forbear 2" shrieked Melicent ; ¢ Mr. D
g ___mo right to hauot my steps—I am, and will be

ge Gngted Miss Hargood " answered the officer, cere-

b ;tgo s unimpeded, some of my men sha'l attend you.™

,aﬁbmed ¢Gaspars !’ and in an instant half-a-dozen

Jaloy men swang roand the point, and ranged them-
aelep :m therearof their commander.” ¢ Men,’”" added
- them, and pointing to Ezekiel, ¢¢ there is

] % odd to me if I do not make it true. Mus
Hargood let’ ‘me entreal you to retarn home. One of
ﬂlm&bmve men, whose obedience to orders show them
the ocean, will see you safe. Fear

»a"e Hl’. ‘D
_ﬁstrat_ed Meln:ent,

11 T cannot leave you thus !’ re-
‘51“' sinking with emotion aod slarm.
Ezekiel inclined
1:513336' rand ;paxhted to his-opponents. *‘Mr. D——
;ﬁﬁdahlck ‘and domtunp&de his way.’’

'1, « Mine is a basd duty, Miss Harzood, which compels
e to refasd the' teq.estnf a lady.’”” answered the lieu-
mposure, ‘“ especially a lady whom
o l mday hope to my wife.”>

kﬁerea ﬂash shet: from - the dark eyes of Ezekiel, but
‘fhe‘oﬂ'eted no answer, aml the next moment, an elderly

eomutsa of armed amen. -Ezekiel knew the motber of
*&nsl[elncent in the-person of ‘the femﬁv. ang ke saw his
e.cin :the party, who' had unperceived followed her.
** gaid he, <“the fortune of war is against
ygu,* and. .you: -haye.no . alternative but to surrender, for I
wumrbeneye,y.ou wouald peril the lives of thcae gallant
: agyngt sach odds. .Bclieve me, sir,”’ he added
7, you,will want them poon.™ ]

%alomﬁed and humbled. at being thus entrapped, the

\.z :‘1‘

“’M :felt the true. forca df lns mtal’s observation.
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el M’P my-arms.””.
ford iyou are’ *elcom??to keep, and .wou]d to

%jﬂuwn sin more honoursble employ than

v

troubles me, sir.
futher lived—""

i
believe, i# in no way to blame in this trazsaction ; and i

o
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place than the deck of a man-p{-war.

lpukaoui ﬁther-lon;no ' xom»#

ammumuon, however, must be taken away, for as yoa
look upon us as lawless, so you would not give your'word
to refrain from firing when we .depart; und believe me,
sir, it would pain my heart to think I hed -been the cause
of death even to you, ‘who have souglit my life —Disarm
them, shipmates,” ahd take away their cartridgss ; knock
the powder out of the pans, and dip the muskets over
.overboard,’* . _ | |

The order was punctaally obeyed, as Ezekiel and Moeli-
cent stood whispering apart.  Ele took a white scarl’ from
off her shoulder, and bound it round his arm—he placed n
ring upon her finger, and raised the hand to his jips, aud
they bade ¢ farewell ;”’ then, proudly saluting the licu-
tenant and Mrs. IIur«ood he placed himself at the head of
his fiiends ;—two whale boats rounded the point, and re-
ceived them, and their sinewy arms made the swilt ves-
sels fly over the yiclding element.

The last words that Hopkins uttered
lieuténant were, * Sir, we shall meet again.’
¢ It will be a sad meeoting {6 Fyou, amy lad,’
he, as soon as the boals shove "off ; then, turning to ?ulrs.
Hargoed, ¢ Madaw, I'am teuly sorry that you shou!d have
witnessed my discowfiture, but—""

““ Talk not of your own personal inennvenienco, Mr,
D "' replied the lady ; ¢‘it i3 the degradation
which has fallen on his majesty's sacred colocrs that
Oh. Melicent, Melicent '~—hbad your

w hcn passiog the
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said the lieutenant, as ho offcred
i

* Pardon me, lady,”
ier his arm.to retorn to the cottage; ** Miss llargood,

rieves me that so finc a young man shou!d be jn any other
Thither ho must
be sent, and I make oo doubt, with a sinart caplain, would
become a goad seaman, and faithful subjeet.

Melicent felt the taunt, bat deemed it pradent to say
nethivg, and the remainder of their walk wias in silence.
The iicutenant left them at the cottage-dnor, and hastencd
on board bis vessel under a hope, as there was a freah
breeze, of catching the whale-boats, but it was dark before
he reached tha shore ; and so mach time had clapsed when
he got to the schooner, that all pursun wus hopolcss, and
be stood oat to sea.

Several months elapsed and 3elicent's heart sickened
at hearing no tidings of Ezekiel. T'he lieutenant had made
frequent calls, and his manners had assumed more ten-
derness and ~espect, as his observations made him better
acquainted with the young lady and her determination to
enjoy a will of her own. His visits, however, were view-
ed with suspicion by t‘le respectable portion of the neigh-
bourhood, who strongly entered into the spirit oﬂthetunes.
whilst the poorer classes, though constantly partaking of
the bounty of Mrs. Hargqod, no longer estcemed the gifts
that came from the hands of a royalist.  Melicent was,
consequently, mach alone, and her days becameso mono-
tonous, that even the society of the lieutenant grely lezs
irksome-—nay, even relieved the dullness which hang
around the cottage. Mrs. Hargood suffered more severely
than ber daaghter, for being strongly attached to the royal
cause, and nervous and irritable in temperames?, she felt
every indignity offered to the former as a personal insult
to herse!f, till, at last, a severe attack of illness confined
her altogether to her room; and the indefutigable, and now
really attentive officer, was the only one who adhered to
them ia trouble. 8till he vainly importuned the maiden to
lpok vpon him in another character than simply that of
friend ; all bis assurance of kindness and protection were
unavailing to alter ber mind-—she rewained firm in her

Jestachment ¢e Hopkins, though his long absence was a

source of deep affliction. For hoars would she stand
upon the beach, with a glass that bad belonged to her
deceased fnther, lookixg at every craft that appeared upon
_| the coast.

Towards the close of the nftemoon of the 9th July,
1772, two vessels were seen standing in from sea, to-

'wards Providence ; the ngarest was alovely little cutter,
that skimmed the water like'a duck,” and ber spread of

c!oud nttnchad ‘to. nwﬂ" black 'Pﬁck--lhe one more d,,.‘
taut was the AGuspar schooner, carrying on a taut. pregy;;
.\ chase. Both had their-colours flying, and 2 shot frog;’
hehe latter somotimes daahed up the spray a-head of, u,.
catter, and, at other'iimes, came dnncing alongside ; by
she atill pursaed her course,” autdrly reggmgw%ﬁ
thundur of the schooner, or the clare upprouch of: her bo)u

Nuwmbers throoged to the beach to waotch the, H%m

spectacle, and, as the cutter contiyued ropidly to nea,

them, there were secret’ \ﬂmpnrmg-z und mysterious comf
munings--amongut the sear .n, yoong and o!d-; "h,m

' raturnad could well account for ; herglass however soon solved tho

every flash th t procloimad the discharge of a gun, w“,
viewed with the utmost auxioty, as if the shot had been |
directed at theinselves, ‘ ,
Melicent could not but ba sensible that some!hmg ox~ |
trenordinary was going on, fur her nautical knowledge fmd'
alrendy pointed vut to her the relative position of the tWs!
vessely ; bat what caused her tho most surprise was to;
find herselfl on object for much closer scrutiny than ehds
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problem, for, as the cutter huzzed-the wind in-shore, per<)
sons and things beeame more clearly defined om ‘board of)
her. Tho atmosphere was lucidly clear, thebreeze m:'j
stcady on the smncoth water, and the man at the catter’ ls
tiller was watching his sails, with the practised eye of one’
who knew well the peculiarities of his lively craft.  Bat
there-was ‘also another man kneeling, or stoaping by the:
runner, with a glass in bis hamd, which wzapointed direct-!
Iy nat Meclicent—a sudden ond unaccountable tremoor.
shook her frame, so that she eould hardly steady :h‘
telescope ; but it passed away, and eguin she looked-the
man steod uprizsht for a moment, nnd waved sloft somng
thing white.  An instinctive in:pnlse induced Melicent;
answer the communication with hor handkerchief—o
siznal wil instabtly returned from the cutter, and the man
dissppeared. All this had passed withoat one thought;
thzt the surrouading throng hud witnessed the transaction, ]
for Meiicent's heart was flying, on the wings of hope
lowards the little vessel thut came bounding along ‘the
mimic waves, dashing the fen!'l\r-r) epray over her bowa g
and leaving under herstern a truck of Lissing foam. Os '.
ward, ton, camne the schooner—and the fuir glrl couldd:
distinguish the licutenzant kolding an by the pinin nggm'
md watching, with the keen penctration of aseantan, th _'
mations of the fiving cutter. A secret conviction crossed}
her mind, that both her lovers were before her, as declarod
eneniics to each other. The fact, for an instant, shook
her fortitade, and she gazed round as if to ssarch for some
corroborative truth ; and she found it, for oll eyes were !
fized upon her, yet none approached, ns it was snknowa
which of the twn she fuvoured, and this division of opx- ;
uiona gave rise to numecrous disputes amongst thew, wluch
sbe heard not. |
Nearer and nearer came the pursued and the parsuer, ;
and stronger grew the excitcment amongst the assembled |
crowds upon the beach ; nor could the shots which fellat « -
no great distauce from them, (so close were the two crafl,; 5
drive any one away. Suddenly the cutler camo right up
into the wind’s eye ; her snils trembled, and were worso i;
than useless; still ‘she shot a-heud an if nothing could impedo f’
her woy, and thus she continuud, till her progress was 1
nearly arrested ; when again paying off gracefully, hes
canvas once more swelled in the brecze, ond a loud and .
turnultaous burst of spplanse ascended from the seameny
an the shore, which soen cessed, and the same breathless|."
attention prevailed—the gnze being now engerly directed o
at the schooner as it hud previously been to the cutter. :
* This was incomprehensible to Melicent—her very spirit
sank within her when she witnessed the manccuvre of the)
cutter, ard some onc loudly uttered near her. © sl -
over with him now, and he'll be caughy at last.’ The shot}y..
from the schooner was xendmg the cutter’s sails, and t,
lientenant was coming up with his rival band over hand.]
when, in an iostent, a check waa given to the Gupar i 8
speed, and the next, she was fixed hard and fast vpon tllo
narrow bank, through a gully of whick the cuuer had past
ed when she lnﬂ'ed up into the wind. It wasa dupm:.‘ !
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milk-whlte cahvass alcﬁ secmed’ liked an' unmem silvery

experiment, bat itsucceeded, and the henumm Mf:“ t
intq the snare thus laid for him. " ’ -




