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MEDICM AD‘H.:ER

OF CANCELR—CANCLER DOCFORa, ETC

This discase takes the Latin name of the crab, from its
It affects mauy parts of the

ancied,

or real, resemblance to that animal.
body, as the breast, !'rp.é, skin—particularly of the face—stounch,
or rather its pyloric orifice, cte. ’

‘[he first that is discovered of this disease is, generadly, a hard
‘tnbercle or tumour, of a greater or less size, sometimes baving thell

* feel under the skin of ashot, or not unlike that of a marble,
resernblance to « crab consists in what may be termed prolonga-
tions from the central tubercle 5 they are bands of diseased eellular
membrane, and, diverging as they do, a fertile Imagination has}i
likened them to the legs of the seu crab.

Lt is not eveey lump felt o the breast, or any other part of thell
hedy that iy a cancer 5 and, again, tumors that are at first harin-
less agsume a malignant appearance anld  become cancerous.  To
distinguish at ull times, and with accuracy, between what is origi-
nally simple, and what nalignant, and to decide with certainty
that the simple is not to become malignant, is a degree of perfec-
ton Lo which medical science has not vet attained.  “T'his much,
however, may he considered ns settled—that when a tumour does
not disnppear under the most appropriate treatment, and particu-

~Jarly iflit shows nny disposition to increase or to become painful,

“or otherwise troublesome, it should be at once frecly removed
with the knife. This is safe, but little painful, and i the discuse
is local, the constitution belng unaflected, is pretty sure of suceesa,

A cancerous tumour is most generally discovered by accident,
50 tat it is probable that it may have existed for a long time,
without in any degree disturbing the health.  But iumediately after
discovery, it may commenoce a rapid march in its progress o mata-

rity.  ‘This is, doubtless, accoleraterd by mentad unxiety in regurd

to the suspicious charaeter of the twnour 3 and the frequent '
handling, with, perhaps, stimulating or irritating applications, con-ji

tributes in no sisall degree to the same result,

Cancer hus, vory justly, been considered as one of the oppro’nia|;
that under all or any circumstances, has small{;
And beeanse it ealls
like

other discases it has aflorded a most excellent opportunity 1o the
ompiric, to enrich himself, without alording to his patient any
“reasonable hopo of henefit.  "Ilie more e certuinly fital, and conse-
guently, the more alarming the discase with ulm,h a person is af-1:
flicted, the more.is hie disposed to teust hitsell to the uncertain-
Cancer may be,.us it frequently s, cured bylj
safe remedy.

medicorum—-one,
chance enough of being permanently cured.
for, and too frequently baflles, the skill of the profession,

ties nf lerlul.un.\.
eatirpation with the knite---the only qé}'_tnin and only
External applications have also been wsed, -and sometimes, with
permanent good effee

temporary, or it may be, 5 and - these are’
“the remedies most constantly employed by the empiric. "The?!
cancer-doctor professes to bein the possession of alséeret specmc
for this disease ; he works npou the foars of those wha have, or
_bilieve they have cancer, and who, being desperate, like a drown-

ing person grasping at straws, seize upon the fiail hope that is of-J:

fered by the hand of jgnorant charlatanry.

the sargeon™s knife wd professionad skill 5 he boasts of his cures,
and lllll);ll‘.l”(‘.](}(l suecess, iand i conlirmation of his arrogant pre-
tensions presents certitizates of cures sined by naimes of undgues-

touable veracity.

The applications most commonly employved by quacks for the !

are plasters Jato which enter,
A
preparation of arseniz is more frequently used than any other.

extirpation of a cancerous tnnonr,
as a prineeipal ingredient, sonie one of the mineral estharotics.

The patient is made to believe that the pain arising from the a]-
plication ol a caustic substance, and the consequent suffering, is
much less than that caused by the knife, which is just as true as to
affirm that the pncl\ of n cambric needle is more dangerons than a
stab from 1 bowie kuife, or a thrust from a hayonet.

The ¢« cancers,’” that are cured by .m('ur-«hn-ur-, are nol can-
cers, though they mny resemble them, and may have been pro-
nounced sueh by eminent profussional men.
Llance to cancer, and their cure, answer all the purposes of the
A man of
gross habit, who is more likely to be aflected with temours in the
skin, or other parts usuaily the scat of eaucer, has a Tump in the
cheek which creates no little anxicty 5 he consults a physician
who assures him that the disease has no appearance of cancer,
and preseribes a course that will, in all probulility, remove the
unwelrome visitor,  But not satisfied with this, hie hears of sowe
funous cancer-doctor whe has wrought most marvellous cures,
more espeeially in these whow the dortors had given up, and
forthwith, he seeks out the quack to test his skill upon himsell.
A pretty liberal price, in advance, it always sure to elicit such an
opinion and prescription as will harmonize with the preconceived
notious of the patient ; if ke believes it is a cancer, then the can-

»
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Their close resem-

empiric---to gull the people und obtain their money.

Thej

The empiric deeries |}

feancer is cured by plasters, or when any tumour is thus removed,
ail is done by the intense inflammation excited ecither in the tanour
litself, or the adjacent parts, or it may Le beth ; this terininuates in
1 a sloughing, or casting off the diseased part, leaving only au ordi-.
1xmrv ulcer which soon lieuls.

Cancer, it it be at first a purely local disease, the constitution|,
}un"nntmninaled shows an invincible tendency to extend itself to |’
[the neighboring glands, and to develope itself in them. If, for
linstauce, it appears in the breast, it soon affects the glands in the
rim-pits ; they become involved in the disease, and if they do as-
sume the cancerons nature, the patient generally becomesa vietim,
Uenee it is, that in all treatment for cancer, irritating applicntioné.
x.md stinulating medicines should be stndicusly avoided ; and,
l]l“r‘('fl)r(' every causlic that does not cure, invariably does mis-
i(lunf' by adding fuel to the flame. When a tumour, whether it
be caneerous or not, 1s cured by the applicution of a ciustic plaster,
it is generally removed whole 5 and i’ there are prolongations, orj;
offsets, from the central body, these not unfrequently come away|!
atthe sume time. The cancer-doctor then boasts of the trinmph
of his skill ; and the patient, not knowing that his life has been
placed in jeopardy by the rash means of cure, readily believes all
that is told to bim. The disease is named cinger, the cure is
proclaimed far and wide, and the cancer-doctor reaps a fresh har-
vest of glory and---cash. ‘

But while one is cured of cancer by quackery, forty are killed ;
and when death is the resuil, the cancer-doctor, though he be as
ignorant as a baboon, attributes it to anything else rather than to
his want of skill, or ignorant interference. The fume of cancer-
doctors is acquired by ct:fillg bad ulcers, and by removing suspi-
cious lumours that might perhaps have become cancerous, and by
also removing simple tumours that would never have become ma-
lignant.. These ure. all named caiicer, and hence the reputation!
conseyuent upon curing them, which would be no more than is;
‘justly due, were the clains founded in truth and justice. An em-
pirical mode of treatment of cancer is, in any case, without excep-
.Imn when the disease is not recent, and the tnmour small, and
Lconfined 1o a single spot, positively hurtful ; and every irritating
tapplication, and every day of delay, is mueasin'g the d;mgér '.md!
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‘diminishing the chances of a recovery.
There seems to be a tendency, in the minds of niost people, to

}
|
i 1 a child s sick, its pareuts

Hmagnify the d.mrrela of disense.
thinlz it very sick ; andif the doctor iool\s upon it as a-little dan-
gerous, they think the danger imminent. And so it is with adults
themselves ; they like to be thuurrhl dangerously ill, when perhaps
they are only inoderutely uuh;powd ; and they perhaps take of-
fence if their disease is not. regarded Ly their friends as it is by
themselves. Tt is not an uniwqueut ocearrence lh‘ll. i ph_',swl.m,
.. when he perfeell} understands.a’ case md is trmtmc it wisely and
isuccessfully, is dismissed in dzqrrrace, if e does -not concur with
ithie patient and his friends as to the ‘degl ce of danger. To account;
for this obliquity of the mind is not to our purpose ; but it is nsed as
2 most powerlul lever, by more thau cencer-doctors for the fur-
It is this strange fca-

J
|

itherance of selfish, and disreputable ohjects.

“ture in the mental eharacter that accounts in
tlu- casy eredulity of these who happen to have any tumour that

; they help o cheat themselves even to their

great measure for il

‘wsmnhlr« citneer
LOWD M0SE serious dmn nueut.

We here subjoin an extract [rom an epitaph on a cancer-doctor,
awritten by Dr, [opkins, of Waterbury, Conu. many years ngo-.

* Go readers gentle, eke nnd simple,
If vou have wart, ar corn, or pimple,
To quauck infallible apply,

Here's room enough for you te lic.
His skill trimmphait still prevails,
Yor death's & cure that never fuils,”

For the Pearl.
PHYSIOLOGY.—No. 1V,

In the Iast paper the necessity for maintaining the existence of)l
vital principle or force was discussed. Now by the expression
vital prineiple, itis not intended to give an idea of something ex-
isting independently of those actions by which its existence is made |
evident to our senses ; but merely the aggregate of the powers ob-
servable in living beings, and distinguishing them from inaninate
matter. ‘This vital foree, it nmy be remarked, is ever aeting in
opposition to the laws which imorganic matter obeys ;—thus the
blood is propelled in opposition 1o the force of gravitation.  When
we stand  erect, the fluids do not fall to the lowest part, in obe-
dience to the above-mentioned laws of gravity. The standard of
heat in the human subject js also the temperature most favorable
to. the process of putrefuction in dead animal matter ; but by vir-
tue of the vital furce. such a result is prevented in our bodies j—
this opposition however does not prevent- the physical laws ex-

" cor-doctor pronounces it so at once ; if he thinks otherwise the
cancer doctor thinks so too, unless it i3 for his interest to think
diflerently. 1f the tumour is decided by the quack to bea cancer,
an application of some caustic substance-—something that destroys
the part to which it is applied---is made ; and if the thing be
really a cancer there is a possibility that it may be cured, wh;lc
theru is great probability-—many chances to one---that it will not
euly not be cured, but that it will be so aggravated that it can

erting a degree of controul, for etlects chemical, physical, and
mechanical are always being carried on, ‘but meodified and infiu-
enced by the vital power.

When the space of action of the vital principle is narrowed, the
effects appear to be more energetic ; this led to the observation cf .
Pliny. ¢ \Nusquem magisquam in minimis toia est Natira,
which may be thus rendered—That Nature is no where more ,
powerful than in the smal]eat things. In short men the action of

nlnever be successfully removed by a surgical operation. When a !ithe Deart is quicker, more energetic than in those of higher stature z:

.and that this should be the case will not appear extraordinary
fwhen we consider that the heart and digestive organs zre of very
near the game size in all men, the cavities of the body of the same

capuciw, and that it is chiefly in the greater length of the lower

exlremltles that they differ. We can easily therefore jmagine that
t.le same quantity of nourishment supplied to a smaller bulk,
v. ould not only arrive at jts destination sooner, but effect its pur-
po;e with more power than if distributed to a larger quantity. And’
.in accordance with this; we find that a put:em increases in vigonr
after losing a limb, and frequently the fulness of the system is so-

.areat as Lo indicate frequent loss of blood. Of the nature of this-

vital forece we are totally ignorant, although its actions are known
to us. For instance, the liver is constantly forming, from the
iblood poured into it, a new material called bile ; we can trace the
blood into the substance of that organ, and we know that there
the fluid called bile is prepared from it, and we can trace the re-
sidue after this has been done, and~ind that its nature is altered ;
but the cause is inexplicable, there is nothing in the structure of
the organ (ut least hitherto discovered) which can explain to uy

.the cause of this alteration, and this is what we call vilel weliox..
(We know that the continuation of this vital actionisa consequence

of nutrition, and that when the latter is withheld the former ceases ;-
but this leads to no ore intimate acquaintance with its nature..
It teaches us, however, that all the varied and heautiful phenome--
na of life consist ultimately of nutrition and vital action ; their pe-
culiar mode of action, it is true, is hidden from our ken, but it is:
not to this our researches ought to be dirceted ; their results should
be our object, and for this purpose it is necessary that we become
acquainted with the physical properties of the organs, and then try
to find out how the general eflect is produced by the concurrence
of each, '
" Hitherto our remarlm have been gencral ;
have arrived ut the consideration of the various phenomena which
make up the life of the individual, it is necessary that we confine
ourselves to the observation of these “events as presented in some
specific object : for since the range is so wide, including ul! ani-
mated beings, we should soon become involved in inextricable
‘cunfus'im\l, it we attempted the consideration of the phenomena of-

but mwow that we

ifering themselves to our notice in sucha nass of beings ; in order

therefore to avoid this, it may be as well to consider sepurutelv
theyroces: of life as occurring first, in wamn, then in the lowe
animals, and lastly as exhibited in ‘the vegetable kingdom;
following this diyision, however, so rigidly as to prevent lhe use of
familiar examples whenever it may be necessary.

"An animal then s the union of aformative or vital principle and
0rffam7ed matter ; and w hllc this union  exists a series of pheno- 3
mena oceur, which are termed formations : thus’the hedrt propels
the b}ood_mm the .arteries, and this is termed its function---the
liver forms bile from the blood as above noticed, and that s its :
function. These functions 't‘heh are of two kinds: first those
whicl are intended for the preservation of the individual, as diges-
tion, cireulation, respiration, ete. ete., und those intended for its
reproduction. Lach of these functions is performed by its appro-
printe organ or organs---and as we are 1o see these as they ocpur
in man, we may first take a glance at the composition of his frame,
and this will form the subject of the next’ Essay,

not‘
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HYMN TO0 THE SETTING SUN.

BY ROBERT GILFILLAN.

Sun of the firmament ! planet of wonderment !
Now thy fur journey of day it is done ;

Still art thou parting bright—shedding immortal light,
Down on thy throne of night—hail ! setting sun !-

Slow thou depart’st away—fur from the realms of day,
Lingering in pity an sumnier's loved bowers;

Thy last ray is streaming—thy furewell tint glesming,
Yt soon thou'lt returif 10 refreshen the flowers.

Thy parting brings sadness—yct nations in gladness
Avrc waiting to worship thee—founain of light}
Where'er thy footsteps be, there do we bezuty see,

Thou kindlest duy in the dwellings of night !

*
Where sleeps the thnnder—there dost thon wander,
Dawn 'seath the nceun deep, there dost 1thou stray,
Kissing the sfars at morn---high in the air uphorne,
Skirting creation's fur verge on thy way !

Grandeur and glory-~they travel before thee:
Brightiness and majesty walk in thy train®

Darkness it fiies fiow thee, clouds may not rise ta thee,
When thou awak'st from the ocean again.

Allown thy influence--kindly thou dost dispense
Blessings o'er nature, wherc'er its bounds bo;

Afric’s Jone desert, it blooms at thy presence;
And Lapland i3 turned into summer by thee !

Time cannot conquer thee—-age caunnt alter thee,
Years hinve no power to limit thy sway

Strength and sublimity ---still lvhey attiend on thee,
Pilurim of ages, but not of decay !

’ -~
Sun of the firmament !---planet of wonderment !
Nuw thy far journey of day it is done ;
Still are thou parting bright——shedding immortal light,
Down on thy throne of night, hail setting sun !
Glasgow Lvnucmry .-Hbum.



