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THE PEARL: DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION.

t
REIGN AYD CHARACTER OF NAPOLEON BO-
NAPARTE.

PARLE PRINCE NAPO-

LEON LOULlY BONAPANITE.

DES IDELS NAPOLEONIENNES ,

As un historical essay, us an culogium on Napoleon and an the
“past, there is nothing to ceasure, and not mnuch lo gainsay in this
work. In a pions tribute from the collateral heir of a great name
to the memory of its illustrious founder one cannot find even a little
exageeration misplaced. The long list of benefits, which it enume-
by Napoleon, newl be curtailed er
nuestioned in a few particulars 5 whilst its account of his aims!
and intentions, d crived from fuwily tradition, mnust be precicus und
correct.  But if thiz glowing pictare of Napoleon’s reign be held up
for the purpose of contparison with the present and in order to
shame it, if the Tmperial systemn of government be recoinmended
as domething worthy of repetition and fit to replace the present
constitutien of Franee, then indeed we havo much not only to criti-

rates as procared for Frunce

cise, but to contrad ict,

Napoleon’s system, it is almost commonplace to repeat, was a
great military systemn, and nothing else. 1t was not altogether of
his choice. e found war raging, the Conscription in the laws,
himsvlf borne to powerby the support of the army, and the udbe-
sion of its chiefs, whilst liis sole title was that of military success.
le was, therelore, obliged to complete what circumstances had
begun. e organizad the country ag one vast barrack, rendering
the spirit, aim, and instittions of the laws, all military.  The first
Jacket whizh a buy put on was o uniform § the first clement of his
education was to wicld a military weapon ; the last resonrce of!
his age was the pansion of an invalid.  As to the lustitutions, in
whi:zh 1
bonate, tha French themselves know well and avow what farces
they were.
tion, nor of thought 5 and if a few young civilians of talent did

3
5

aped thasi of liberal counteies, his Senzte and his Trie
Thore was neither liberty of the press, nor of eduea-

risz up, csempt {rom wmilitary spirit, tho cflorts by which they
eought to arrive at distinction show the immense difficully of their
task. Cowmenin hegan by transletivg Horace to prove his haru-
lessness, and Count Mole excrcised his youthful pen in an Essay
on Despotism.

A regime, in fuct, more degrading to frce intellect than that of
Napoleon could not-be found. lts great excuso is, that it was tem-
porary, that it was organized for a certain purpose, and that it was
not destined to endure.  Ttisindeed a great blessing and a wise
arrangement of I'rovidence, that a vast, agricultural, wealthy, civi-
lized country, cannot e organized long for the purposes of of-
fensive war.  For a short time its redundant and unprovided po-
pulation, in flocking under nnh'..xr) hanners, form a highly adven-
tarous and formidable army.  But when these are consamed, and
when continued war talkes the corn from the furimer, and the peu-

sant [rom the plough, the obligation to furnish the wilitary con-i

tingent becomes a tax oo onerous and too painful to be supported.
A poor, & mountainous, or a pastoral country, may indecd sup-
My as long and as often ay they but the
scanty population and resources of such a country render its wir-
like propensities Litle formidable.

soldicra are demanded,
Thus the uneivilised barbarian ||
has the propunsity to invade without the power ; the inhabitant|
of civilized countries may have the power, but not the will, to en-
ter upon the carcer of conquest at the price of so many sacrifice

‘The snows of Russia are nceused of having overwhehned the
arms and fortunes of Napolean, But his system was expiring of ]
itzelf, or it wounld have recovered that blow.
lington marks in his dispatehes, at the date of the Austrian mar-
riagy, the sceds of its decay.

The great warriors and able men of:
the ompire, whether generals or civiliuns, were produced during.
tha republic, and by thy all-aw akening crisis of the last years of
the last century.

Napoleon's reign and patronage preduced no-

thing beyond mediocerity in every line, the military not excepted.’
Tlis latest ereated marshals wmarked their conduet by defeat .mdE

1
tecason.  1lis last levies no longer possessed the ardour

and the.

staunchness of the republicen soldier. {

Liven considered as a military system, therefore, the regime of

l
Napoleon was not a nermal or a permanent one.  llis D(lllll(,.lll

institutions were well adapted for the great im of concentrating

all the wealth and force of the state into the hands of its PrLJll‘

ruler, and of chaining public opinion to the car of the Emperor,
But how lang this system of despotisme illustre would have
continued to satiafly the French is very doubtful.  The advan-
tages of such a regime, that is to say, of a Dictatorship in favous
of liberty, are evident and wnquestioned, as long as there are

privileged classus to reduce to the just level, us long as there is a

social revolution to complete, and new interests to defend.  'T'he
absolute power of the King of Prussia has sweptaway the aristo-
eracy of the north o Germany more eflicaciously than a Prussian
Parliament could have done.  "The divorce between the aristocra-
cy and the Church, achieved in Austria by Jeseph the Sceond
would have been impossible had the Ilonse of Lords and Com-
mons sate at Vienna. In the sae sense the reign of Nagoleon
was most useful as a continuation, under Dictatorial power, of
the goverament and principles of the revolution. "The old French
aristocracy, had it returned in 1786, had life enough left to rescize
privilege and power, wheress Nupolecn, by Kkeoping #t under wa_

Al

T'he Duke of Wel- |

,|ithose for whom it is desigued.

racy in its place, put it bey0nd the power even of Bourbon
Pnnces to revive aught of aristocraey, except what was lmrm!css
and ridiculous. All the benefits which Prince Louis enumerates.
and attributes to Napolcon, in this sense, as the continuator of the';
revalution, are correct ; are tvo well known to need being cited 3,
iand these benefits extend pot merely to France, but to Germany!
and Italy, whiist subject to French arms.

But whether the system which worked all this good would not,.
have outlived its task and worked evil, is another question. Thc
democracy may allow its interests, its feelings, its power, and its '
icause, to be concentrated in, and represented Ly, one ewinent in-,)
[rhvu.u.xl for a certain time, but nnt for a dynasty or a life. I’rmce
{Louis declares that Napoleon weuld have become liberal in peace;!
that he would lave given liberty of the press, liberty of election,:
liberty of all kinds. This is impossible, He could no more have;
consented 1o this than he could consent to the dismemberment of
the empire. In peace a liberal party must have risen in France,
even though the freedom of the press and tribune was denied thew;
and oa the side of the Court, would huve been ar-
rayed the military party and the soldiery ; and it is no diffcult
matter to forsee the tendency of these conflicting bodies.

In order to have become more liberal, Nupoleon and his dynas-
fy must have undone their past institutions, and not merely re-
Centralization, concen-

!

against them,

formed, but gone counter to their spirit,
‘tration of all power, influence, and activity, in the hands of the go-
vernment, forin the essence of the fmperial System. Trom edu-
_cation to shufl-making, all was monopoly therein. Individual ef-
fort, private industry, was checked, and nothing allowed that the
administrative hand did not set in motion and keep going.  The
spirit of freedom and of the times, ever in France at present, is di-
rectly the contrary of all this. The general ery is freedom, free-
dow of commerce, freedom of cducation, and the great strugale
that of local influence agaiust centralization,  In vain does the Go-
vernment, secking to follow the old traditions of the Ewnpire, en-
deavour to be the alpha, the centre of all enterprise.  The Cham-
bers and the coantry resist, and will not entrust the administration
cven with the making of a railroad.  In judicial afTairs and legis-
lation, the struggle of the Liberal party is to obtain the jury in po-
litieal trials and those of the press, to which, of course, the In:pe-
rial systern iz opposed. 1 a public functionary or a magistrate in
France commit any violence or injustice towards a citizen, Napo-
Neon's laws and institutions deny the citizen the right of prosecu-
Ttiou unless permission be first obtained from the Conssil d’Erat.
;’1 his lmpunity of every one invested with authority is another
I
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iorievance, which the French Liberals would sec removed by sub-
'stituting English ideas of liberty and jurisprusdence for Inperial
‘ones.  These aro a few hastily chosen instances, out of an lost,
!:n]l of which prove the present tendency of the French to be against
‘the system of govermment held up for admiration in the Idees NVu-
Epu[ron {cnnes. _

But, whilst thus rejecting the system and ideas of Napoleon as
unfit azd unwise to be recuseitated in the present state, wants and
|tendencies of the French, we are far from denying the aptness and
‘exenlience of the greater number of his institutions for the time
nllml lic reigned, and for the cause, whose triumph was his first ob-
‘ject.  Nay, several, not closely connected with his policy, must
long coniinue to heap benefits on France, and remain as monu-
fments of his genius and eulightened benevolence. His Code, his
{lnstitute, and his Norwmal School, are alone sufficicut to render the
fnume of Napoleon immertal,

|

The grc:fl objection, however, to the resascitation of Napolco-
nian ideas is, that they are entertained, in France, solely by the
war or movement party, whose sole aim is to run once more a
!rnual\ agairst Lurope, in order to wash out some pretended stains
'r(-_cuvul i 1814 and 1815 "To a considerate Frenchman the vie-
tories and conquests which illestrated French arms from 1793 to
1810 might sufice 1o obliterate the stain, if stain it could be consi-
'dered, of subsequent reverse,  But Napoleon’s ideas are unfortu-

vately those of domination, and tend directly towards a renewal of;
Ehat military struggle which convulsed Europe at the commence-
Now it is much to be feared that, whatever
‘e the fortunce of such a struggle, its result cunnot be propitious to
ihie extension of freedom i Europe, or to its conselidation in
Fronce.— Eraminer.

ment of the century.

FINE ARTS.

A SUMMER'S DAY AT IIAMTTON COURT, BEING A GUIDE

TO THE PALACLE AND GARDENS.—DY EDWARD JESSE, ESQ.

This is un addition to Mr, Jesse's many pleasant manuals of!
sport and recreation, which, if more of a mere guide boow than
;we expected, is not likely on that account to be less welcome to
It is appropriately dedicated to
‘Lord Duncannon, to whose influcnce we owc the late regulation,;
iby which 1lie public «re admitted without reserve to view what-
ever is curious or interesting within the walls of Hampton Court
{Palace. It is one of the merits of our present ministry, and not
the lcas:, that they have sht wa themselves i niious to promote, in
various ways, the amasemc n: and reesest'on of the peeple. They

ter twenty years longer, and raising up a new and popular armo— Ihave their reward in such results as 2r. Jesse properly adverts

to in this brief dedication.

¢ That the privilege conferred on the pablic is duly estimated
by them, is proved by the great accession of visitors who daily avail
lhmlselves of the indulgence. The most laborious have their

lmomenls of leisure, and (o such more especially your lordship:

has opened a source of innocent recreation, by affording them
‘opportunities of contemplating many works of art and genius, from
which-they were furmerly in a great degree excluded.

* Your lordship in this instance has achieved an object always.
~deemed important by all legislators, by adding to the sum of ha-
man enjoyment, and doing what must eventually tend to refne
lhe manners, and raise a tasté Tor higher objects of pursuit among
-the working classes of the comumunity.”’

Mr. Jesse prefixes to his detuiled acceunt of the palace and its-

\lreasures, its piclures and its gardens, a brief sketch of the drive

from London. Interesting places are pointed ovtand pleasant
recollections waked up from boeoks. This we may describe as a
new chupter to Mrs. Barbauld’s instructive sketch of ¢ Eyes and
no Lyes, or the Art of Seeing.”” Mr. Jesse will not buve a visi-
tor go to Hampton Court (unless he goes by railway) and see:
nothing but Humpton Court. This would be travelling with dingy
spectacles. There is Kiungston House to look at and think of as
he goes along, once the abode of the eccentric Duchess of King-
ston, now the frequent abiding pluce of the ecceniric Baron.
Brougham. There is the large red house of the once fumous
Duchess of Portsmouth, which makes us think of hot suppers and
of poor Charles the Second’s lust indigestion. There is Kensing—
ton Paluce, the seat of successive monarchs. There is Holland
House, the seat of successive wits and statesmen ; the pictu-
resque resort of all thut has been eininent or interesting in English
story or literature for the lust two hundred years ; the ** house of
call®” for the Fairfaxes, the Warwicks, the Curlisles, the Sucklings,
the Buckinghams, the Steeles, the Walpules, the Burkes, the
Sheridans ; the place where Charles Fox was educated, where
Addison died, and where the noble and accomplished biographer
of Lope de Vega still happily lives, 1o grace it with his classical
tastes ond generous sywmpathies. Then there is Hammersmith,.
where Bubb Doddington lived, and Richardson the novelist, and.
poor Catherine of Braganza the wife of Charles the Second, and
rich Mfs. Margaret Hughes the mistress of Prince Rupert, and
where there was a ghost, and isa au'spension_bridge, and, what
is still more curiouns, a convent of real Benedicline nuns, We
next pass on to XKew, where old George the Third, Mr. Jesse:
tells us, was very happy, and, somewhat oddly adds, frst heard
of the death of his grandfuther ; but which has more interesting
memories for us as the residence of Robert Dudley Farl of Lei,
cester, of Charles Brandon Duke of Suffulk, and of the pleasant
Sir Peter Lely ; and becanse in its pretty little churchyard on the
green lie the remains of Gainsborough and Zoffany. Why
there no menumeat to Gainsborough ? Richmond breaks npon us
next, the delight of every Londoner ; with its recollections ofour
more chivalrous kings, the Edwards and Henrys, who held
tourpaments there ; the abode of Thomson and Collins ; and the
place where Jeanic Deans and the Duko of' Argyle had shat
famons jnterview with Queen Carolive. Ve now pass rapidly
ap the river banks, thinking of Pope and the Countess of Suffolk,
and Lady Mary Wortley, and the Duchess und Wharton, Kitty
Clive, and ilorace Walpule, til we arrive at the old Palace of
Hampton Court built by Cardinal Wolsey.

Here we could not fuil to pause, even were it not the end of
our journey, for a hust of clussic memories, a erowd of most
worshipful society, fuisly arrest us at the door. We will not
anticipate the pleasure Mr. Jerse bas provided for his visitors by
describing one of these. From the ¢ fuil-blown’ dignity of
Wolsey who set no bourds to his pomp within the walls, as he
afterwards sct no bounds to the tears and moans with which be
deplored its loss—to

¢ Thou, great Anna, whom three realms obey,
And sometinie s counsel tak’st, and someties tea,”

within these same walls aforesaid—all have proper service done
them, and a right allegiance rendered. The building is also
minutely described, as well in its ancient as its modern state,
and the most curious part of this description is the account of
Wolsey's withdrawing room. An illustrative catalogue of all the
pictures closes the work.

From this catalogue we take ene or two extracts to show the
kind of notices interspered, and the interest they possess.

““ The two large pizteres above the smaller ones represent the
embarkation of Henry VIII at Dover, and the meeting of that king
and Francis I of Frunce in the field, called the Cloth of Gold, near
Calais. The pictures are not only historically very interesting,
but a curious fuct is connected with one of them.

¢ After the death of Charles I, the Commonwezlth were in
treaty with a French agent, who had expressed his desire of pur-
chasing these pictures for the King of France. Philip, Earl of
Pembroke, who was a great admirer and an excellent judge of
painting, and considered these valuable pictures an honour to an

English palace, came privately into the royal apartments, cut out



