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The Cattle Export Investigation.

It would have not only been much more satis-
factory to all parties, but eminently better calcu-
lated to attain the object he had in view, had Mr.
PrimsorL frankly acknowledged at the recent in-
vestigation on the cattle export trade, that he had
been mistaken in the statements he had published
relative to the treatment of animals en route. As
far as the latter were concerned, the result was a
complete vindication of the Canadian exporters
from the charges of cruelty ; not a particle of evi-
dence was produced to substantiate such accusa-
tions. MR. PLiMsOLL’S action in declining to come
down at all from the high ground he had first taken,
in the face of the statements ot all parties con-
cerned, high and low, was, we think, unworthy of
him and of the high reputation he justly bears.
[nvestigations of this sort, however, usually bring
to light existing circumstances of a minor nature,
but none the less deserving of correction, and the
case in point is no exception to the rule. The
treatment accorded to the human beings in charge
of the cattle was fully shown up in the corrobor-
ated evidence of the men who had themselves ex-
perienced it, and it is to be sincerely hoped that
the result will be a marked amelioration in their
condition. While allowing for a good deal of ex-
aggeration in the statements brought forward, there
can be no doubt that their treatment is unneces-
sarily harsh and their existence while on board
rendered uncomfortable to a degree.  The fact of
young lads having been enticed on board these
vessels and then being left in England to sink
or swim, was clearly shown by MRr. DicK’s evi-
dence, and we trust that some check on this prac-
tice will be imposed in the legislation which will,
no doubt, follow the report of the Commission.

The Elgin Marbles.

The proposal that England should return the
Elgin marbles to Greece is still the subject of much
debate in the London press. The strongest argu-
ment in favour of their restoration is that they form
an intregral portion of the Parthenon; the claim
that they belong to Greece and were illegally taken
to England, is absurd in view of the fact that Lorn
Erain paid nearly £100,000 for them. While no
one will dispute that their presence in Athens—
among the remaining ruins of the Parthenon-—
would be in strict artistic harmony, they would be
practically lost to the great mass of art students,
while in London they are accessible to the world.
Other weighty reasons against the proposed
restoration are the liability of Greece to be drawn
any day into some European quarrel, in which case
Athens would run a remarkably good chance of
being vigorously shelled by any energetic iron-clad
that would steam up the Gulf of Aigina; also the

bad precedent that such an action would form ; for
if the highly-virtuous English public commence
returning to the original owners antiquities pur-
chased or otherwise honestly acquired, there is no
knowing where such a craze would stop.

Hurtful Reading.

Many of our elderly and well-to-do readers who
imagine, no doubt, that the marvellous degree of
cheapness to which the price of first-class fiction
and standard literature generally has been brought
has peen productive of a corresponding general use
of such works by the masses, would receive a
genuine surprise were they to take post inside a
news-shop of the least pretentious type, on or near
a busy thoroughfare, and note the class of reading
almost universally called for by the patrons. While
really excellent and interesting novels are kept gn
sale in such a place—new and second-hand—at
prices sometimes not much above that of an or-
dinary newspaper, their sale is limited to .the
smallest possible percentage of the day’s business ;
the almost entire demand being for the choice and
spicy tid-bits served up by the lowest class of
American weekly literature.  This is in two dis-
tinct classes; one, weekly illustrated papers, de-
voted largely to pugilism and to the divorce court,
embellished (?) with wood-cuts of a vivid and
startling nature, representing the most striking
scenes and denouments in those two picturesque
departments of life ; the other, a series of vividly
sensational stories, each complete in itself. Inci-
dent crowds on incident ; love, murder, shipwreck
and a large amount of detective work fill the pages,
the only 1llustration being a .racy one on the first
page. The effect of all such trash cannot but be
extremely injurious to the reader, especially to lads
from ten to fifteen years of age. But something
interesting and exciting they certainly will read,
and the problem is how. to supply a healthy and
harmless national literature, which will have inter-
est and sparkle enough to displace the foreign
rubbish so popular among certain classes. It
would be an excellent subject for philanthropists
to take up, and, if properly managed, might result
in a financial profit. Not only is the literature (or
rather reading-matter—it is almost a libel to call it
literature) complained of distinctly injurious to
youthful minds and morals, but its effect, in a
national sense, is equally hurtful. The American
sailor and soldier is glorified as a hero, the Fenian
as a patriot, the dynamiter and assassin as a
martyr ; everything British is treated with the
most insulting contempt, and all that every Cana-
dian school boy has been trained to honour and
respect is sneered at or vilified. Such reading
must tend to the destruction of all amoer patrie in
the growing mind, and should be displaced, or in
some measure debarred from use, even if solely for
that reason.

A Canadian Historical Society.

It is a matter very greatly to the credit of the
United States that so much interest is taken by the
more intelligent and literary classes in the history
of their country ; interest, moreover, of a decidedly
practical nature, inasmuch as not only does an
historical society exist in almost every state and in
every city of any pretensions, but one can be found
in many towns and localities of comparatively small
population, thus speaking volumes for the literary
and national zeal of the people. Many of these
societies date back into the last century, when not
only was the population of the whole country
numerically very small for the vast territory it
covered, but also comparatively poor, with two
great objects before its members, the building up
of individual and family prosperity, and the suc-
cessful development and welding of the scattered
colonies into a powerful nation. In addition to
these all-absorbing pursuits, it must be borne in
mind that literature of any sort was scarce, and
that practically there were no means for the dis-
semination among the masses of what few books
and newspapcrs existed. In the face of these
drawbacks, the energy and far-sightedness of a few
men of literary and historical taste led them to over-
come every impediment in the way of establishing

such societies, knowing well that every year s2%
the death of the men and women who had help€
to make the history of the nation, and who aloné
could supply invaluable material in the narratio?
of the reminiscences of their lives. From sucC
small beginnings has sprung the present goodly
array of historical societies in the Union, and which
makes that nation lead the world in the number ©
such organizations and in the value and interest 9
their publications. Canada has been singu]aﬂy
behindhand in this respect. The Literary ab
Historical Society of Quebec is the only one of .
any age throughout the Dominion, and one of tb¢
very few that have published their collections an
transactions systematically and regularly, the prit
cipal others being the Nova Scotia Historic?
Society, La Societé Historique de Montreal, th¢
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Mont

real, and the Manitoba Literary and Scie®
tific  Society. Many other organizations ©
this class have been formed from time Y

time in various localities in Canada; a fe¥
of these are still in existence, but by far the greatef
number have faded away. The general experiencé
has been that after the first year or two the majo”
ity of members not only decline to go to the troubl¢
of preparing papers or notes to be read, but eve?
fail in their attendance, and throw the entire wO'Fk‘
on two or three zealous ones, who become dI¥
heartened after a while in view of the gener®
apathy, and cease their cfforts.  The literary asso
ciations that have died in this manner througho.
the Dominion may be numbered by hundreds.
there a remedy for this state of things, so detf"
mental to the sustenance and growth of interest
the history of our country, a history rich in th¢,
picturesque variety of the vivid incidents of ce™
turies of indian conflict, the fierce struggles of t¥0
great Kuropean nations, and in strongly marked
political and constitutional change? We think
there is; at any rate the experiment cou
be made without hurt to anyone, naj"
good would result if it had but one yeal
life. We 'urge the formation of a Canadian H |
torical Society or Association ; an organization B0}
to supersede local and existing associations of t
sort, but to strengthen and solidify them. It need
have no permanent office ; the Secretary or Pres
dent’s residence during his term of office const's
tuting the practical head-quarters of the AssoC?®”
tion.  The object of such a society would bg thé;
encouragement of historical study, and its dut) ;&
would be the care and development of exi' §
ing and new organizations devoted to t,h’ti
subject.  All local societies would affiili?
with it; once every year a session woU
be held, at which reports of the progress of €&
society would be read, and an historical paper ¢
its own district read by a delegate or by proX
for which a medal or other suitable medal shou}
should be given ; such annual meeting to be h€’
each year in a different locality ; if in summer,
some battle-ground or place rich in historic inter€
The expenses of such an “organization would
very slight, in excess of the annual medal;
could be covered by affiliation and subscript!
fees. This is a mere outline of what would, in 9
opinion, do much to keep alive the spirit and’
terest of historical research in Canada.

W Q. S

Literary Notes.

An interesting contribution to the constitutional histor;i
of the United States has been made in the publicati"rl .
the Virginia Historical Society of Dr. Hugh Blair 85";'
by’s ¢« History of the Virginia Federal Convention of 17 o2
which is introduced by a biographical sketch of the ﬁutoo[i“
by Dr. R. A. Brock, secretary of the society, The bi
contains some new anecdotes, among them one of Pa"( :
Henry, who, in the course of a thrilling portrayal © Wi
dangers that might result from the large powers give” gk
the new constitution, suddenly exclaimed, ¢ Why, v
free your niggers !”  Laughter was excited by the
prophecy of the thing that came to pass.

SO
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cpent Vs
A memoir of Mrs. Felicia Hemans has been W"t_t; '
Mr. Sutton, the librarian of the Manchester Free 14 p
The book will be published at an early date. i




