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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

e
PREADEUL FIRE IN TUE TOWER OF
LONDON,
Tur first Qiscovery of the fire wat ma-‘tj n‘":"::
hatf past tn a'vlock by the senuy o 'dl‘lt_\‘-': .
jewel-office, who perecived a hru(:!'l lig \l‘f'- ‘,l 4
X A I v whieh g stinate
F-om the winluns of the tower, wiivl i
atifie Northers extren ity of the ""'l'-l“.‘-'a“"'v n
p aehed he wrand  staclionse ol
mediately nttached to ,lf\‘-‘ he Tawet ¢
armory.  The enginie statiepe in dhe duwt ¢ !
which thera are several) were inamedi st !) en :' ¢
gpot, and were .(l'lit Kly foilowed by l"“'.y‘-lm"['lbn“r
peighlioring parisiv s anel ul.'r:jﬂ‘( .:s.-m(‘-’l.}'l' .;] o
by those of the hii rade ¢~~|.}h.|~'um7ul. | ‘m. 'a.m{
had by this time gzine! a fenlul ascendaney ana
the fire hal made ity way from the routd table
tower to the venlee of thir guand Ty, .:1.|(||III551
forth from sevaral windows w i‘lh N1 -u]!man_\- !n-
1y, mpidly extending beth ]-,asl and Wast-- The
greatest nliy was exprticneed i t.nh(;'unll !.a
supply o water, and ot wes n‘nl until the Lose
had heen conveved to the water's edge that an
thing lihe a suliicient guantily was ohtained, ane
even then the distance was o greal to the Inu‘m-
ing pale, that the labars al the Eremen were fre-
quently yetacded for long ml:-n‘:,.ls'.

In the grand armouiy, which is stated o have
heen the larzest roem in Knrope, were deposited)
2%0,000 stands of arms, hesides avast quantity of
miitary carriages, bombs, and other speils of war,
captured hy our taops in variens patis of the world,
The flames laving cnce penstrated the hall, no
Lope existed (hat any poriion el it wonldhe saved,
and the excrtions of the firemen were confined to
the preseivation ol the anrrounding baiidings,
upan which they plaved with all tie water they
could ohtain. At this cvisis the grealest appre-
hensions were entertained for the safeiy of the
crown jewwels deposited inthe regalinoffice, which
clogely adjoins the Fastern extremity of the grand
armouly : and the veomen of the guard, under the
direction of theis |:E!.l!lilil), were deputed to under-
tuke the vemoval,  This service was safely per-
formed withent acei'enty andd the whole of the va-
luables, inclnding the beantiful model of the white
towet, were consigned to the care of the governor,
and placed i the vanlts beneath his residence.
The heat from the pile burking had now become
¥a excpssive that the firemen could no Ionceer acl
i the contre square, and it was guite impossible
to zttempl to save any poition cf the aris, Ko,
contained in the grezt storehonse,

Khout ane o'clock the appeacance af the bum-
ing mass wax suipassngly grand ;. the flrmes
baving al that time extended to uearly the whale
loagth of the armory. Shortly afierthe reof,being
comnpletely barned through, Gilin with a tre-
mendous crash, the flames rising with a laid glare
far above e towers of e citedel. AL this time
it was feared that the whole of the Seuihemn
side wonld fall a prey to the flames, but by the
jadicions exeitions of the brigade establislinent,
they were prevented ltom extending across (the
nartow avenne Letween the outer wall and the
round tower, and hopes were entettained thal ro
other lvmlion of the duilding would be sacrificed,
This expectation happly proved corvect. The fire
was not snbihined hewever, untib near tive o'clock,
and the'mass of tning was buminz Kereely through-
ont the whole ol yestenlay, It was hoped that
this cebiswity had been unatteaded with loss of
life, but we rezret to veeond the death of 2 fire-
man named Kichand Wivelly of the bneade es-
tahlishment. a fine voung man, azed 24, who was
kidled by the fall of wnass of stone from e top
of & wall, under which he was holling the braneh.

Many rumanis are in cirenlation as to the
origin of the b.e ¢ hat nething js Lnown at prosent
on which conliicnee eanbe p'accd.  Over-heated
flues are steted 1o have coused the disesler, by
some ¢ while others attribuee iy to the wct af an
incendiary.  An inguiiy witl be, no doubt, set en
foot by the Governmenl,

lo would be urterly impassilde to estimate with
sny thing approiching lo exaciness the exient of
loss Lthe countiy will sufler by this Jisastrons event.
tesgy nothing of ke national :ophies wiich itis
impricticable to rostore ;. bui et can be no douht
that the dwmaze sustaingd by the tuilding, to-
gether with the wris Cestroyed, eannot be re-
glaced for less thon eni nillion st-tling.

REMOVAL 00 CIE JEVF S,

Nolwiu‘u-l;.w:i i roat heat which perva-
ded the jewel rvo.q, M. Supr-not-ndent Pearse
of the H division. laving “rokes the iron bars
in front of the reyz.liay su . neded in handing the

s Litul jets of wine in several divisions.

pew imperizl erawn and other pesticns of
regalia to Mi. Nuiite, ¢
av wham they weiv ,l'lﬂ(f'f'_l n 'Il"" t“'h( {rere Wi
wveral wanleis, as doilows - Altheagh U one
much ex citereont at the tine, ‘““‘ Suilte U\‘::;\'
fulty placed the erown in ils case iathe S-nlnol -n
ax when it is coaveved (o the Honsa of Lords o

state oversione,  Thiscrown was rmn'v‘}":-l \"' "'.‘;
hense of Major Bliington, the forl-majai; it ,"
terined the niw imperi J erown,and w ulvf "“. .t""l
corouation 61 her preseat ‘1\‘1;:) Hois "1‘ e
pesial torm, with nearly point. ¢ § -ﬁ”l'l“““f"‘i
a woreesus dizmond orh, surnzonited with a ”_'?'I.

ol the same precions matensle, aorned W "
theee reavaskably laige peans, in the ’(,'ml 'S. A
Jaree Jorus dem erown, entively frosted \\"”‘.h"'l'.
liante, Inthe contre a uynilicent sapphire of
(he deepert azipe, nearly two inches square i
stoad witlin a reveiving plate-glass elts

The eelehsated siv sceptios and ol \\'a!l\:':n'.:-
stick were earried by Moo Dorrinzton. !h'"‘"
camprised the Rine's seeptie and censs, which is
covered with procious stones, beneath which isa
fine amethyst, the poremeel similaily ”_f,"“""’““'d>
and the herd farmed of triple teaves ol jewellery ;
the well known King's sceptre and dove, ‘.h"
cross, eontie, and pommel tichly decorated with
jowels 5 the Queen’s seeptre and crnss, lannlnl!y
‘ornamented wilh large diamands—it was made for
the coronation o Mary, the Queen o William
(1%.: 2n encient sreptre, discevered in the jewel
aliice, in 1514, and was supposed to have belonged
to Williaw [L1; il was adorned with several va-
fuable jowels: the ivory sceplre, whivh helonged
to the Queen of James 11, mounted in gold, sur-
mounted by a dove, camposad of white onyx; the
elegant si}nplivily of this ornament has excited
wonrral admiration,  The stafl of Fidward the
Confesear, lormed of pure gold, 4 feel 8 inches
in lengthy and weighing nearly 9 1bs, The golden
model of the white tower, which is also called
the ¢ state salt-cellar,” and was used at the co-
ronation of George TV, 1 is fancilully set with
jewels, aml adorned with cannans and other fi-
cures at the base, and il= weizht, we are informed,
is neaily half a hundred weight.

The two eolien tankards, which are richly
¢hased and very massive, and from which his
late Majesty William [V, drank at his coronation.
The Queen’s diadem, entirely composed of pearls
and diamonds, made for the consort of William
1L the golden chalice, and the golden sacra-
menltal dishes, on one of which is engraved in fine
alte relievo, ¢ The last Supper,® and on the other
the 1oval arms of Fngland, amd which are uvsed
at the coronztion.  The golden salt-cellars, the
rest of the sacramental plate,consisting of golden
Plides, spoons, &e. The ampulla, or golien eagle,
from wilnch our Novereigns are anointed at their
coronztion, and which was brought from Sens Ab-
bey, in France, by Thomasa Becket—it had been
there reverenced as the gift of an angel from Hea-
van—the sword of mercy, and some other articles.
The Prince of Wales’ crown, whieh is of plain
gobl, without any jewels, It is nsually placed on
2 velvet cushion in the House of T.ords, hefore
the seat af the heir apparent.  The ancient impe-
tal crown, the arches, flowers and fillets, covered
with large jewels of every colonr, inclosing a
purple velvet cap, laced with treble rows of er-
mine 3 esalse (he golden orh, six inches in dia-
meter, fiinged with malchless pearls and pre-
cious stanes, (beneath the crass is a remarkably
targe amethyst, which is placed in the Sovereign’s
left hand at the coronation.)

The golden baptismal font, a magnificent picce
of workmanship, upwards of fonr feet in height,
used for the issue of the royal family; and also
one of the swordy of justice ; the other, together
with the small golii. n orb, cal'cd the Queens, the
celebrated golden wine fountain, which at coro-
nations and other state banguets throws four bean-
1t is nearly
three feel in height, and a fool in «iameter 5 this
war the last article thet remained.  The ancient
gollen spoon, which is of equal antiguily with,
and receives the oil from the ampulla, when re-
quired for the purpose of ancinting the bosoms of
our monarchs_; the golden spors, which are buc~
kied on the King’s heels at a coronation ; and the
Queen’s cnamelled bracelots. some salt-cellars
several golden spoons, some loose jewels, ané
many other valuables, Mr. Swifte had previouly
deposited in his pocket for satety.  All the scop-

tres were carefully enclosed in blankets provided

lhc!

the keeper of the rn-g:.'.li;l,l
auly of lln:‘

fer that purpose, bt the crown annlhlnrger mticl'os
were, 0l neeessily, carmeu tq-e'nly in front of tie
pasade, while the fire was 1aging, and had a sie-
qnl.\rl): interesting appratance, caused by the re-
flevtion of the flames. .

Duting the operation of hreaking down the bars
of the jewelchamber, amlin cetting them onl, the
coldirry stationed al the entrance hecame unable
ta endace the heat of the flames, and the keeper
of the jrwels was clamaonsly pressed to vetire
andl leave the last remaining a!hcle‘((he wine
fomtain,) to ils fale, as the dvslmc.lmn‘ol' the
entive of this building then appeared inevitahle.

Mr. Swilte states that, having seen the las* ar-
{iels of his charze ontol the jewel chamber, which
had become itself almost like a furnace, he with
diflienity effected his escape, for the flames from
the armoury completely crossed the court yard
from the Bastern gable to his dwelling,the deors of
which were blisteting gnite fast.  He made the
hest of Lis way to the house ol'lhie governor, and
Kaving again examined the regalia, (particularly
her Majesty’s crown.) he found that not the mni-
nutest particle was missing, .

Myr. Swille states that the intrinsic value of the
regalia is at least apwards of a million sterling,
which, of conrse, is far undes the amount, looking
upen them as relics of anliquily.

QOne of these caincidences which occasionally
occur, althengh in themselves unimportant, is, that
the pass-word used on the night of the fire was
the same as that at Moscow; and for some hours
the featful scene which took place in the capital
of Russia had every appearance of being realized
in Londen ; for it appeais that there were four
hundred boxes of gunpowder in the Magazine at-
tached to the White Tower, and had this parf un-
fortunalely caunght, it would have been one of the
most calamitous events that has occurred in the
history of aul countiy.,

Upwards of one hundred officers and constables
of the City Police force weie actively engaged
during the fire at the Tower; and we regret to
hear that the Surzean teports six of them as in-
capable of performing duty, Sergeant Patterson
dislocated his wrist, (wa constables were injured
in their eyes, and the other three were suffering
from very serious colds,

THE TOWER ARMOURY.

In this magnificent apartment, which is now one
heap of ashes, were deposited upward of 150,000
stand of arms, lit for immediate use, hesides several
hundreds which have fallen into desuetude. They
were placed in tacks ranged in longitadinal and
travsverse rows, and reacheid from the floor to the
ceiling. A festeful and otnamental coinice was
cemposed of the breast-plates of old armour, pis-
tols, and other weapons. In the space between
the windows, the arrangements were so compli-
cated as to baffle desciiption, no iwo compart-
ments being alike.  On eacl, side of the door was
a representation of the sun ; on the east side as ri-
sing, and on the west as setling. These were
placed in chequered frames of brass-handled hang-
ers, with dog-head pommels, which were used by
the marines when serving as tegiments. In the
milddle of the reom were four columns, 22 feet
high, and round these were hung numerous pis-
tols, some of which also formed an oval on the
ceiling abave.

On a table, within a glass case in the centre of
this armoury, were the sword and sash of the Jate
Duke of York, and_oppasite to it was a curious
cannon taken by the French at Malta, in June,
1793, and breught to this country by Captain
Foote, who, as commander of the ‘Sea Horse frie
gate, captuied the French frigate Le Sensible, in
which it was found. The cannon was .made of a
mixed metal resembling rold, and on it, represent-
ed in bas relief, wasthe head of a grand master of
Malta, with two genii as suppotters. The car—
nage on which it was mounted was likewise exe
ceedingly curious, the ‘centre or gronve of the
wheel representing the sun, and the spakes its rays.
Tllt; date, as appears from the inscription, was
1773. : ?

Among the miscellaneous contents i
most of which fell victims o the ﬂafnfo:hl:lﬁ?l{’e’
conmeraled the arms taken from Sir William
lm-klns, and other parties concerned in the in-
tended assassinetion of King William the Third
2t Tornham-green—a number of arms taken from
the Scotch rebels in 1715— twa swards, one of jus-
l;ce,Ptho. ther of mercy, which were ca’rried before
the Pretender when proclaimed the same yearin



