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GBNERAL LI'TEfATURE.

TUE RQBBER SON.

lit the North of Eigla'd, nlot many Years ac,
thore lived a hard-working fatrmeir,whcise heurt
w&s dividied between the world and an ooly
son. Rieing eauiy, andi pashing wvith wltiring
initketty the labore of thie fieid, hae wau steédi-
Il amssing a hantisome pert>'. But ho la-
bored net for himeeif. H e was ever wiliing te
fÇr=g tha ordinar>' cemforts of fl<e, (,or' the
sak of laying up the mone>' which hae thug
sivad, adding "arl te the sum. which hie
*oul louva Lýà hi when hae Cam e te dia.

Se istorui was this fariner ia hie intercourse
ivith hie fellow men, seo haruh it hie trastinent
ô( the labourer& whom, he asnployed, oc reput.
àiV#e to the, poor who rought ai e t, hie Sale,
tt it was harti te believe thege wus any tan-
danses in hie heurt whem ection ould
tk tact. But hie great weakneps was fond-
lies. for hie boy. He doeat on hie son e though*
nôtthing toc good te laviesh on hini; induwai
Win in all the waywardnea of a childieh tam-
&r, andi suflbrad ne one te contrat hie wilI.
1iii wheu the severe laboris of the day were
ower, lie eeethed te bacome a father, and with
bit son on hie knaa, or sporting arotnd -hlm,
hi gave, way te the etrong impulses of hie -n
~ibda heurt. The future looketibigtt
MiWilson, oui>' as i brought befere hlm te
tawnrdoe*holuiê*&imth...se uis
.evemaait ofhis son. John wa mh wiàhe'

pride, and Mr. Wilwon neyer chariseet a
iheoght, thât tItis boy could lae otherwiee thon
ktad andI dutiful, futfihling ait hie hion'., andi
y1ding a ricktharveut of comfort te bits fathar
ini hie olti ae.

.Xhn teaw a proiuing lad, active, intelligent,
athiable. Rai lie been set te work uit the pro-
pet ihua, and requirati nlwaye te obey ; huit
hill will been outl reatrained by propar coun.
r* and suitable truthe inculed, parlapa hie
wôould, have shamati hie fathar only b>' ehowing
hà* muelh botter was the aon tItan the sire.
But hie father loeet hlm too much to make
kium work ;and loved hini se much that he
neme saw hie faulte. White Mr. Wilson wae
Iiiid et word inb the fiald, Jolin wan left te &-
mutse hininelf un hie pleaad; and as i wae
L6X]tiiOMB te Play' kLONE, hae feunti cempany
iitith idie boys la tIc neighbourhood, Who roei-
dii>' helpati hila te spenti hie tima. When h.e
hécama old enough, tle boys lad hlm off?, fiel-
ing and bird)-nesting, and ln thama excursions
îhey, not ver>' mettien, were tempteid te tran-
pagse on private grounds, uit tha riek of arreet
Mad pumishment. This was amd uchoot for
an ungoverneti boy, but hoe learnad Ii lason
mpidtye>a4 tbe> maide deep, impressions on

hte heart. ie lovet t.sîoli over the country
la puraui ef amusement, an&i whea ne inci-
denta occurred te enliventhe, day, hiec p-
ualon %ware net slo w in devising minchiC> la

hIcl* ohni bawy joined. This iniachief
was-nùt.alway ofîtho moat harmiekind, and
when Once entareti upon, a train ofdaoeit wus
laid te coaceai the uh>s

But 1 will Dlot trace, the prograis of thîs
youtl. in. tha roati of ruin inor stop te notice

the graduai influence of cvil nfssociations up-
on hie susceptible mind. It was wiîli hlm as
with other boys wlo are sulibreti te go linge-
veniiet, te epantir days se the>' please, ha-
ing suppllad witi inona>' freely, and encoure-
ged, tuither than checked, in the pursilit of
pleasure. That hie becamne a prorane uweer-
at *as almoat a matter cf course. That hae
ivas rettios, dienipeted, andi impatient aven
of the slight restraint that hie fatber's lieuse
impoed, wàm natureil. He knew that hie lua-
ther loveti him, and tAat somaîhues serveti te
kold hlm beck in hie liodgal coreer. 1e of-
ton Wïohed that ha wss away fronm home andi
when hae hinitd te hie fathar tînt it woddà lia
batter te let hlm go te thec it>', andi engage in
nome kind of business, for the firut lima in hie
file, hie failier daaled hie raquent, andi told him
hae coultil neverc.moant te lhave hlm goi from
homne. Net tint Mr. Wilson hait any femit, f
the conséquences. Ha knaw that John was
lneined te oeaild habite, but hae sait] ha
wa, oui>' " nowing hie wild oate," and weiald
hae gober wban hae bacama a Miali.

Whan John feunt ie a 011( notileave homne,
hae renolved that hae souid. Ona of hie lieou
companions raileti ni him fer bcing governeti
by hie ci odthe y and ihe noc» madie up
hie minâl te iiek hi. fortune on the wonl.f
la laft hie father'e lieuse in tle niglit, andi ne-

-Wer ejiterati it sgein.
Mr. W%èma wes inconsodible wlien ha

feunti thaî ha wma ehiltiles; and chilile not
b>' tae trôlie of desth; ihat miglit have bean
borna. But whan the son 'on whom hae boit
doted from infancy, aireund whom, aIl tha af-
feetions cf a strong heurt clusereti, the oni>'
baing in tle univarse wlîom hie lovati, land the
ont>' hope thnt "oit on the gloom cf hie
dsrk soul-wlien thuit son deserteti him and
beaea a vagabond, Mr. Wilson f.uind how

_fi orse than serpent'la tcoti is ,
Te baee a imnkleus chlld."1

Ha neught him, but hafoundliimnet He
sent ativantisemente te the ait>' papere, andi of-
.fered strong inducamenle te cia wandering
ffhiil," te persuade, hlm te coma back ; or if

ha would net, ci'hie fatlar would only aïk te
know whese hae coultil ha seau, mnd his wanta
sboulti ba abutndant>' supplieti." But ne an-
swar came. Parliape hie son nover suiw hie
apponte. Or perhuips hae dîi, and laughed et
them.

In those long, âfixious nigîts which follow-
ati the departure of.thle prodiga] son, Mr. Wil-
son was coniplleà ko review hie, mode -oftraius-
ing up hie chilti, andi hie own good.sene con-
viracatil hlm that hae had suflereti hie affection
for John te blind hlm te hie faulte, andt huit
thomo faulte, wero the appropriele fruits of pa-
rentai indulgence. Ha hut never goaerned
Ai. son, snd how could hie son baoexpected te
govarn hirueif Ha lad nover requireti hi&
son toobey when hae was a child, and why.
should ie oba>' zzow that he bl gewn te lae
a yeung mani. These reflectiona weoe like
daggera la hi@ heart; and bitter were the
toars with which hie pillow was wat, when
ha fait that hie duirling boy wasprobably ruin-

ed, andi tîtat ruin cntised by hiie fathies exces-
sive love.

Monthe pas!iet, andi yeors wore ay, fait
Johin icturneti net. Ne tidings renrea his
fahel enre; hope <ouled, andi Joli» wvon sel-
dom or never mentioneti. Mr. Wilson won
a starn mn, endi ne oe wished Juin difiplen-
sure; andi as ell allusion le the lest oe evi-
dantly reuseil streng enietions, John was neyer
referred te in hie liesring.

.Sevartl yeiaro after hi. son'. departure, Mr.
Wilioen wae rcturnîng ene avening frein a dis-
tai t mothot tnwn, and i nving hean detàincd
Inter thon usuel, the night st in bafore lie
reachati home. Ha hut occasion te Pas.

t'rotîg a p lace of Woeods; the dàrknees ànt
silence ef the place andi the heur, were conge-
niai te lte satineue thât lied now se long béen
on his heart, and itwes natural that lie ehoulti
becoma wrp 1 * theugiof hie lovèti ànt long
fort soni. T ha mremory of hi% in(ancy andi
chiltihooti came up, andi hl@ sweot boy lotugIt-
eti by hi@ sfida afi ha trutigeti afier the plougli,
or nestieti lu hie arme when the day'. *wk
was due. But now hae wms rsturuing
te hi@ solitas>' home, andi noue that leveti lm.
wouid greet hlm; endi wlat wonld lie *ivé
coufltie once more nieet lis waywaed -but
etill charisieti John. Thouglits like theft
wcre arowding on him ; andi the old man wept
flla a hilti se ho toile Iirough the wooda.
A robbar-rusled frein tlie thicket, a4d oeizing
'hie hese-dnandad bis moea>'

The. etout farmar, under otber circunmaai.-
cas, migît hava olffreti resistanca, but now fie
hiat ne heurt leRt, andi as hoe deliverati hio'pur.,
coultil not refrain from discleaing île Ihouglit
thuit rusied-upc» hlm :-4t 1 hope My boy in
nota relIer.>

The villsin, who lani abouti>' the purgé in
lis hand, tosat it back with intense emolion, es
lw criati:

CcFYTHER ? if yoei hat govemaed me when
a boy, I eheuiti nut bave rabeti you when 1
arn a man ! -and witl thoea words lie
piungcd into the thicket, andi wae out cf siglit
i» an instant.

Mr. Wilison'. cup of anguielh waa fnu. He
hied met h.s son ; hiehli beard his voica ; lied
been called 4 "fathar," b>' lia ewn boy; but
nIas for hlm, hie boy was a higliwsyman, an
outlaw, andi, as Ide tant crime, lad plundereti
hie own father! And morte thtu this, lahis son
lad planted another dagger la hie heart liat
neyer would ha drawn. Ris lent son hâd in-
daed corne bock, bunt onl>' te tall the cere-wcrn
Wher, "ba ar> indulgence, prosptad by pa-
rentaI love, ladt maode hie son a robber 1 Oh!
coultil he forgei Ilose words; the>' rang ln hio
ai s e pursueti hie journe>'; the>' startîcti
hM ase lie. trled te aleep, aller lie came liomne;
tha>' followad him ait the fieldi b> day, andi
haunteti lis pfllow b>' ulght; tle weaks were
long, mend the mentIte dragged on, anti wilh uer-
rov tlie gray' &irl of tle olti mni ware moon
brought down te 'the grava. He nover heerd
trem hieson egain. Parental indulgence muin-
ed the son, anti filial ingratitude murderet he
<ailier.


