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OBITUARY
OF WILL!AM BLAIR, ESQ.
Late Surgeon to the Lock Hos ital, and other
 Institutions, who died on Friduy, Des. 6,

1842, aged 56 years.

Mg. Brar bad, for many years,
‘tkey an active share in the proceed.
Mag of various Relgious Iustitue
‘Wons,  Besides those mentioned in the,
“ollowing account of his last houre.
Which has been circulated by b
fiends, he was a Subscriber to the

urch Missionary Sociely ‘from it
finy forination ; and hecame a Member
"its Committeesin its Bfily year: he
'ed in the thirteenth year of his ser-
Yiee on that Committee, having wil.
Mly rendered e Society all the as-
;:s“‘hnce which his. professional and
Mher engagements would allow. In
b last ‘momwhts, there was not:only
PRace, hut that true subllmity, which
Mathing but the grace of God can im-
S 19 dying mau. .
heg T P20Y months past, Mr. Blair’s

Alth had evidently declined During
-3¢ last illness of bis excellent wife. ke

¥ at limes to exceedingly reduced,
&“ she greatly feared he would die
bep her; and earnestly prayed that
o Heavenly Father would take her
. "“’ if consistent with. His holy will,

-3 not allow her 1o be left an 1nfirm
::d belpless widow. It pleased God
an 310U her request ; and, after a long
2 painful, but sanctified affiction of

4 Ay years, she departed peacefully,

the last Spring ; bearing a clear and
"&uqﬂlvocal testimony to the truth and
bfulness of God, who supported and
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comforted ,h‘er in every trial, e;puciilly
when passing through the valley of the
shadow of death.

Aller bis wife’s decease, Mr. Blair
began most decidedly to se¢ Ms house
in order, as he knew he must sholy
foliow his beloved companion, He re-
solved to give up his prafessional prace
tice ; and to retire into ibe country,
where he thought be should enjoy more
uniaterrupted apportunities 'for read-
ing, meditation, and ‘ptayer. He,
therefore, took a house in the neigh-
bourhood of Colchester; resigned his
situation as Surgeon to the Blootsbuty

‘Dispemsary ; and prepared to dispoke

of the greater part of his library, loge~

:ther with such anlicles .of househeld

furpiture:as he would have ho occasion
for.in the country. - He had formed:a
large callection of rare and curious edi-
tions of the Bible, and many scarce
Commentarsies in ifferént” languages ;
for the Word of God had been: his stu-
dy and delight, during the gteater part
of his life: a few months ago, anliéi-
pating bis approaching dissolution, he
presented this valuable collection,
worth several ‘hundred pounds; to the
British and Foreign Bible Society, who
have gratefully acknowledged the same
in their last Annual Report. He had
been an attive and very uselul meme
ber of the General Committee of that
Society for the last sixteen years : he
was also President of the Bloomstuty
Bible Association, ‘and Vice-President
of the Auxltiary Sociely : his unwea-
ried labouts-in the cause of the Bible
Society, snd in active beneyolence to



