Marcn 16, 1872,

MARK TWAIN'S FIRST LECTURE.

I was home again in San Franciaco, without means snd
without employment, [ tortnred my brain for a saving scheme
of some kind, and nt last o public lecture oveurred to me! 1
st down and wrote one ina fover of anticipation, 1 showed
it to several friends, but they all shook iheir hewds, They
said nobody would come to hear me, and 1 would make a
humilinting failure of it, T'hey said that as 1 had never
spoken in public § wonld break down in the delivery, anyhow,
1 was disconsolate now.  But at last an editor slapped me on
the back, nnd told me to @ go ahend”  He said, «Pake the
Jargest house in the town, and charge a dollar a ticket.,” The
audacity of the proposition was churming ; it seemed fraught
with practical worldly wisdom, howey The proprictor of
the geveral theatres indorsed the wdvi o, and said 1 might
have his handsome new opern house at half price—i{fty
dollars,  [n sheer desperation 1 took it—on credit, for safli-
cient rensons.  In three days 1 did o hundred and fifty
dotlaey’ warth of printing and wlvertising, and was the most
distressed and frightened ereature on the Pacifie coast, 1
could not sleep—who conld under sach circumstanc For
ather people there was fncetionsness in the line of my posters,
but to me it was plaintive with a pang when 1 wrote it:
s Door open nt 73 o'clock,  The trouble will hegin at 8.

The 'line hax done good service since. 1 bhave seen it ap-
pended to o newspaper advertiseient, reminding  school
pupils in vacation what time the next ferm would begin, As
those three days of suspense dragged by, I grew more and
wore unhappy. 1 had sold 206 tickets among my personal
friends, ot T futred they would not come. My lecture, which
haed seemed humorous to me at fivst, grew steadily more and
more dreary, until uot a vestige of fun secmed left, and 1
grieved that I could not bring a coltin o the stage awl tnrn
the thing intoa fuseral. T was so panie stricken at Inst that
I went to theee old friends, giants in stature, cordisl by nadnre,
and stoouy volced, and eafd -

s This thing is going to be a failure ; the jokes dr it are sa
dim that nobody will ever see them. 1 would like to have
von =it in the parquette and help me through ”

They atid they would, Thes T went to the wite of o poplar
citizen, and said that i shee was willing to do me 4 very grent
kindness T wonld be glad 37 shie nied ber husband wonld sit
prominently in the left hand stage Lox, where the whole
house coulid sece them L explained that T owoenld peed help,
and wonld tarn toward her and sweile, as a signal when Ilaye
been delivered of an obsenre joke—s and then,” T answered,
cdon’t wall to investigate, but rexpind

She promised. Down the strect Tamet woman | bad never
reeny before, He had been drinking, and was beaming with
soitles nud good natare, - He sadd

SMy name ix Sawver. Yoo don’t know me, buat that dis't
matter, I baven’t got a cent, hut 3§ von knew how bad |
wanted to langh, you'd give we s ticket, Come now, what do
vou say ?

s vour haugh hung on s ladr trigger 7—that s
critical, or can it et off easy 77

My deawling tufinunity of spoech so affeeted him that hoe
latwbied @ speciinen or two that streck e as being abont the
article Towanted, aned T ooive Bim a ticket, and appoiuted Lim
to sit in the second direle in the contre, and be respousible
for that division of the bouse, T ouve hon minute insauetions
how to deavet indistinet jokesonnd then went away and Jefi
Bim chuckling placidly over the novelty of the idea,

P ete nothing on the hast three evential sdays—T ooly suf-
tered, | had sedvertised that on the thivd
b opened for the sde of reserved seats,

Lods it

ileans
Ly

[ erept down o the
theatre at fonr in the afterncon to see i any sades hiad been
made,  The ticketesciler was vone, the boxeoffice was hocked
ap. 1 had te swallow suddendy or wmy beart weald bave gone
cut. 4 No osades 0 Dsaid toomyself ] nidghit have Kuown i
Uthonght of suicide, protendod uess, Sight. T thonght of
these things in carnest) Tor 1 was vory miserable and seared,
But of contse [ had toodrive them wway, and prepare to meet
my fate, L cowd not wait for halfopast seven,  wanted 1o
face the horvar and end W—the feline: of oy oo man daonsed
too b hunge, ne donbt. T owent down o back stieet at six
volock, jnd entered the theatre br a back door. 1 stumbled
ey way in the dark among the ranks of canvas seeneey, and
stoad on the stage. The otse was gloomy and stlent, and
s emptiness depressine, T owent inte the dark smong the

scoenes sgain, amd dor an beour and a half cave mysell np to
evervthing olse. Then 1

thie crtioe wanhd

the horrors, wholly uncenseions of
heard a murmur: it rose bigher and Ligher, and ended in o
censhy, mingled with cheerss Tt made iy Lindr rise, it was so
viose to me and #o Jowd. There was o panse, and then an-
others presently came a thind nud before T well knew what |
was about T wasg in the middle of the stage, staring st o gen
of faces, bewildered by the feroe glape of lehts, and guaking
in every limb with aferror that seemed like to take my life
awayv,  The house was full——aisle and s}

The tumult in wmy heart, and brain, and legs continned a
fow minutes before T vould gain any command aver mvself,
Then 1 recognized the charity and the friendlivess in the
faces hefore me, and little by littde my fright melted away,
and 1 began to talk. Within three or four minutes [ was
cotufortalile, ‘and even content. My three chief allies, with
their auxiliaries, were on hand in the parquette, all sitting
togetler, all armed with bludgeons, aud all veady to make an
onsinmgzht upon the fecblest joke that might show its head,
And whenever a joke did fall, their blndgeons came down,
nnd their faces geemed to split from ear to ear, Sawyer, whose
hearty countenance was seen looming redly in the eanfre of
the second cirele, took it up, and the house was cavried hand-
gomely.,  Inferior jokes never fared so royally before. Pre-
wontly 1 delivered a Lit of serious matter with impressive
unetion, (it was my pet) and the sudienee lstened with san
absorbed hush that gedified me more than any applause ; ad
as 3 dropped the st word of the clanse T happened to turn
and eatch Mrs, s ointent and waiting eye; my conversa-
tion with her flaxhied upon me, and in spite of all T could do
I smiled.  She took it for the signal, and promptly delivered
a mellow laugh that tourhed off the whole audienes, and the
explozion thut followed was the trinmph of the evening! 1
thought that honest man Sawyer would choke himself; and
a& for the bludgeons, they pecformed like pile-drivers.” Bat
my poor little morse! of pathox was ruined. 14 was taken as

an intentional joke, and the prize one of the entertainment,
and T wigely let it go at that,

All the papers were kind in the worning; my nppetite re-
turned; and 1 had an abundance of monay.
ends well,”

AN well that

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

171

A TRADITION OF ROTHERHITHE.

Lr wag a gtill autnmn evening, about sixty years since, and
u stroug ehb tide which was just on the turn, had shrunk the
waters of the Thanes to their lowest state, when the skipper
of & vessel, arrived that day from a foreign port, and anchiored
opposite Rotherhithe, put off for the shore.  Rotherhithe was
then little more than a desolate collection of fields, enlivened
by a few public-houses and labonrers’ cottages; but dreary as
it was, and more dreary still for the evening shades that were
rapidly darkening over it, it was o link in the chain of old
recollections that carried his beart home, and Jeaning for-
ward on his seat, his eyes tixed on the darkening shore, to
which it required but a few strokes of the sculls to carry him,
the skipper indulged in the vigions prompted by such fecl-
ings.,  Scarcely had the boat grazed upon the shingles, when
he jumped from it, and only waiting to give hurried orders to
the rowers to await him there at eleven, he hastened up the
shore, his eyes restlessly wandering round him in search of
the realities of those shadows with which memory had soothed
his absence,

The two rowers looked after their chief as he hastened on
Lnt suddenly they observed him stop; and, thinking that
something was mniss, they ran after him,  'The skipper had
not fallen; he was stooping down, and as they came nearer,
they saw that he was endeavonring to disengage his foot,
though they conld not at first distinguish what had en-
tangled it.

O Carse the chain?7 he cried rising, and shaking the foot
violently in an ctfort to extricate it. It was one of the old-
fashiioned chains with long and large links, attached 1o a
buoy, and left uncovered by the ebb tide, and into one of
those links he had struck his foot with o violence that had
sufliced e jam it tghtly into a space it conld not otherwise
have entered. The impetus had carried the link over the
widest part of the foot, which had thus become so tightly
wedized that he could not remove it. The eves of one of the
sailors danced with mirth, thougth there were no andible de-
monstrations of it, as he thought how peatly the skipper was
cantght as in a trap.

¥ Coms, Bob, Tend a hand)” urged the other reprorchfully ;
Honuw, sir, twist the foot carefolly ont, while we hold the
chuin.'  But it was more vasily gaid than done s the skipper
did twist the foot, and that with a foree that ground the bone
against the iron, bt 1o no purpose.,

et me try,” sageested Bobo o Bl von held the chain.
Now, ~ir, slow ad stemldy s and as he spoke, he endeavour-
ed, tirst by a twist, and then by o wreneh, to deaw it out
but thouch be continued this operation Gl the sRipper vxe-
crated his clumsiness; it was with no better sonceess, Bitl
rose to bis feet with a sigh, and seratehing his head, regarded
the fout askance, while Bob, still on the ground, cntreated
permission te give iU just one wore grawd wreneh ;0 and the
captive, tfinding his own efforts availed nothing, conseuted to
the trial. 1t wes 2 grand wreneh that Bob wave it bat it
wis without resunlt, except in the cries and expletives it drew
fronn the sufferer. Bob also tuse to his feet, quite pazeled
what to do next, while the skipper again stenggled fraitdessly
it the iron tolls.

There were but few peopde about ; but by this tme some
two or three had eollected round the untortunate skippur;
they seemed to consider it a good joke o and it was in a voice
intennupted by langhter that one of them wldvized that the
oot should be entaway. 0 Ah ! that's the legal way of doiney
it assented another: 9 the foot is got into Chancery——of
course it nust strip to getont again,” - The satderer did not
appreciste the joke ; he did got indeed hear it: and Beb, who
Liad by this time found the grave side of thie case, checked the
thowe of maerriment by remarking to the last speaker, that it
wontid Letter beeome o Chiristian and a4 watsrman to tetel a
lirht than to look on a fellow-creatun's misfortuties like a
tand-labber—only to Iangh at 'em.”  Without farther notice
of the reprautch, the man obeyoed the inthnation, and running
to the nearest public-hoase, bronght s tanteen, He had found
% motnent to procisim the vutious vase, and was aecompanied
on his retarn by not only S the company ™ at tee: pablic-hoose,
bt ax many of it residents as conld possilidy be spared : and
thie operation of cutting the boot away was performed by the
shipper himsel wuder the abservation of twenty or thirty paic
of cves. 2 Now 7 was the genvral exelamation when this
was done, and the event of the subsequent trial was anxiously
awaited,  Ttwas vain: the oot wonld not pass. The skipper
himzelf stroggeed to B it throngh 1ill, with the pain and
the exertion, the sweat pouwred from his forehead ;) anmd his
Ligs guivered as he sot them in the stern effort, Tt wonld nat
pass through that prizen-link : and when the victim zave
over the attempt, and stoad up to wipe his forchead, and
considered what further means 1o tey, there was a Inuch; not
even a smile rewarded the suzeestion of a voung girl, © that
gome one shonld ent the chain’” ¢ Better get a chair for the
gentleman,”” observed o woman with a baby in her armz; he's
quite ready” (she meant ready to faint), and the gir] ran away
to procure one; but before it had been bronght, Bill had been
obliged to support hitmi. He was seated, however; and some
one hiaving bronght a glass of bhrandy, he swallowed it eazerly,
and was soon able ta renew his sterugele with his iron eaptor,
hut ta no hetter purpose. than before; and again he intermit-
ted his strugseles, and looking round amonz the gradually in-
creasing crowd, said ;¢ Will some of vou go for a surceon?”
T owill, sie” sald BilL eagerly, and off he started at the top
of his speed. Meanwhile the skipper leaned back in his ehair,
and the crowd silently looked on, or glaneed at each other
with wonder, perplexity, ami pity. Tt was half an honr ere
the messenger returned, aceompanied by the tirst doctor he
conld tind, as he said, 1t was a chemist, who in truth knew
little of medicine, and less of surgery @ but he pressed and
rubbed the foot, asking if that hurt it, and then shook his
head in approbation of the assent so wisely, that the crowd
looked on in wondering admiration and anticipation of what
Lo mict do next.

1% bived it observed a burly man from the front mak of
observers,

1t is whatJ propose todo,” observed the chemist gravely
as the patient approved the suggestion ; 4 but,” he continued,
feeling in hiz pocket, ©1 have not my lancets with me. Thank
von,* he went on in answer to Bill's offer to feteh them, ¢ 1
wust go myself; my wife will not give up my surgical instru-
ments to n stranger.”

Meantime the ramour of this strange aceidont had spread
far and wide through Rotherhithe, and persons of all classes
crowded to the spot ; sume had brought lanterns with them,

and one who had made a circuit by the river in order to ap-
proach, held np the blazing link he carried, which threw a
strong light over the chief person in the scene,  He was very
pale, and his cyes wandered restlessly, but there was o slight
smile on the lips.

Y Plesy e, what o time that doctor is!” crid the woman
with the buby. «Sal, you run and see if he's coming,” she
continued, addressing the girl who had fetched the chair, and
who instantly started off on the run ; but it was more than a
quarter of an hour before she returned with the chemist, who
with due ceremony and importance took out from the for-
midable array of surgical weapons one small Jancet, and hav-
ing made the necessary preparations, amid the breathless
silence of the crowd, proceeded to bleed the foot,  The doctor,
having entertained some doubts as to the issne, was greatly
relieved by finding that vesous and not arterial blood followed
the stroke of the lancet; and watching the bubbling blood
complacently, thought not of stopping it tilt warned by a
caution {rom the crowd not to bleed the man to death ; but
before the Wleeding was stopped, the skipper iusizted ou try-
ing once more to extricate the foot.  Again and again he
wrenchied, struggted, twisted his foot, amidst the exclama-
tions, encouragerments and cheers of the rapidly increasing
crowtd,  The bone was not resdueed in size—it scemed rather
enfarged—and hiz strogales only increased the irritation ; til)
at length, with a sizh of exhaustion, the skipper leaned back
in hiz chair and ceased to strive,

SO sngzested the chomist—if the foot were now left a
ghort tine in its present condition, I have no doubt the irrita-
tion would snbside and the swelling abate.”

4 ['d foment it,” said the woman with the baby.

I was going to prapose it)? said the chemist shortly 3 and
twenty persons started for flannel and hot water, including
the Sal before mentioned,

The tide had by this time risen to within half a yard of the
chair! A wurmur ran through the crowd, awl at length
reached the ecars of the skipper: @ The river is fast rising ;
there 15 no time to lose” A new and horrible fear dawned
upon his wind ; he started up, and for oue minute gazed
silently over the dark and stealing waters, in which the blaze
of the torsh wias retdected in a fiery coliamn; the next he
turned away, his eves glaring and his e paler yvet with
horror than the bleeding had left it and again he wrestled
thercely with his impassable foe—again he twisted, wrenchid,
and strainest that fettersd foot, titl the hemorrhase ) jmpericet-
Iy stopped, wis renewed 3 and it was only when the blood
welled warmly over the writhing Hmb that, exhansted and
breathless, he snnk back in his chair.

Throagh the crowd ran, meantime, a booming sound com-
posed of subdued exclunations, and agitated guestions and
proposals, to which no one replicd, In the raidst of this, the
seene was suddenly darkened ;) the Loy who held the wich
teaped aside with a cey of « The water? the water!” and
the text moment the risiug waters dashed up to the chained
foot,

SGod U eried the captive, frantically startinz up, + will no
one belp me? Sewd foroa doctor—eall for hielp, Sacred
heaven ! will yon coolly stand by, and see & man drowned by
inches

< Never frear, sie,” said Bill soothingly, cndeavouring to re-
st Bim—ci never fear, we'll manage it See, here comes the
thannel awd the hot water,  Come, vome, siv; Father Thames
i no harm-scarum voungster, that docs not know his own
mind—he'il take his time, never yon fear”

oAy, but his thine must come”” muttered the skipper shad.
deringly, yvet halt soothed,

Already had they commenced the fomentation : the woman
with the baby bad sent it homs, and wis busily superintend-
tng the operation: and the sutferer vlancesd uisasily from the
foat to thwe vradnaly encroaching wate

< No wse in fomentation now,” satd the chemist coally, ax
the tide plashed on and covered the foot with the cold waters
of the river,

i ver mind,” cried the woman eheeringly ;¢ we shall do
very well yets Ty, sire—try iF it wont pass now.”

e did mador one desperate etfort, with a silence asdesporate
no, ot age etfort ondy, bat a serivs of strurgles, obsttnately
uniintained, in dwiance, almost in forgetfalness of badily tor-
e, o the herrible probability that every mowment strength-
aved 1 b wrenehied and strained il the body, not the spirit
subdued, hie stagaered back into his seat, The gird Sal,
whose oiffice it had been to renew the hot water, her ocoupa-
tiun boiny now gone, rose from lier stooping positien o her
knees, making some observation in a voice scarcely above a
whisper,

SAWRar D what does she say, Bob 7™ he asked cagerly, feaning
torward in his seat

A Bt of good sense sic ! replied Bob with a grat abrupt-
ness that wits designed to overcome a faltering of nerve and
speech e thought scarvely manly 3 © better Leave a limb here
than a tife.”

Yo are right, you are right " cried the skipper, his éves
lighting up wildly with a desperate hope: < et a surgeon be
suent for directlv.”

S This getmman can do it ofi-hand ' eried Bill rising smart-
Iy to his feet, and pointing to the chemist, who negatived the
proposition with the observation that his practice did ot lie
tn that direction, and Bill, with a contemptuous notive of the
Lind-tubber, that could not spike a cun as well as load 1, went
in seanch of a more etfective praetitionsr,

She hastily proposed to co with bhim, observing that if he
wiks st atrnser, he wonld not know where to oo, and - Bill, in
as Tew wonds aeeepting the ofter, they started on their ereaned,
The crowid of Jookers-on, that had cradually fucreased 10 a
maltitude, had been deiven baek sevesal foot by the rising
waters, whivh had already covered the ankle of the sufferer,
There was o hum and a stiv amengst them ;) bat it was sub-
duad, Pwo or three bovs, inthe excitement of the mowment,
utd that of & xense of numbers, by which boys of o larger

Rl

growth ate often - wrounght npon, attcwpted o get "up a
G Hooray " uut were checked by a stern S Silence U Bolby

alone stowd boside the skipper, checring him with words of
hearty cncouragement, by which he endeavoured also to over-
bear his own fears,  In the former service, his aid was little
needed., The desperate expedient on which he bad determined
haed excited in the skipper's mind hopes that were almost as.
suranee 3 and though he now lookaed snxiously into the gloom
ol the tmperfectly Hghted road that stretched before him for
hix coming Yberators, and then glanca! behind him st the
dark waters, now covered with a heavy white mist—the for-
mer look was of hepe, awd the latter of definnce. There was

an abrupt cheer from the crowd, checked almost in the mo-




