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“Well, my dear Miss Eva, since you set so
Mmuch store m your own particular sanction, of
tourse I must wait for it cre I ventare.on calling
You my attianced wife; I trust though, you will
R0t be o cruel as to keep me long in suspense.”

They entered the porch as he spoke, and Eva,
f‘i‘hOHt a word of reply, passed him with a cold
Wclination of her head, and hwried to her own
Foom,

“Marry Sir George " she vehemently exclaim-
ed; « XNever, never! neither the threats of my
father, 1he terrible anger of mamma, nor the in-
fuence of any power on carth shall foree me to it.”

1¢ words were spoken with a decision, an
‘Bergy, that denoicd Eva's previous doubts and
“"“‘Crings were entirely at an end; and when
.dy Huntingdon's maid entered, some time after,
th an intimation that her mistress wished to sce
% though Eva's cheek became a shade paler,

"OW never varied for a moment. Saying: “ She
Yould be with her ladyship in an instant,” she
3 the bell to ask Sefion the oft repeated and
:’ dospairing question:

lat W:’k“ there a letter?” Alas! none, and that
) faing ray of hope dispelled, Eva silently bent
*eps to her mother's apartment.  Lady
; tingdon was awaiting her, ready dressed, not-
‘t-'lndiz)g the carliness of the hour, and after
ﬁl\izim 8recting, she ¢xclaimed with a rapid scru-

g glance towards her daughter:
You *ppose Eva, that the ceremony of bringing
. t;:‘m' to give your verbal consent to a mea-
W, at hifS been already tacitly settled between
howevnothmg more than a mere formality, one,
! Gegr, that may ns well be fulfilled. Sir
: 'u.°° Leland has arrived this morning, are
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ooy 8 and prepared to roceive him as your be-
ed h“aba.nd e

Yeply, L am not,” was the low-toned but firm

“
o t! do you still persist in the rebellious
lingg, Y°% have entered oni” asked Lady Hun-
hqd::’ Pushing back her chair, and measuring
Vouq 8hter from head to foot with aglance that
Ve caused a moro daring spirit to quail.
%32 pause, and then Eva rejoined :
;o 3% not rebellious in me to refuse the hand
Ntoys . _f°r Whom the very warmest feeling I
N ve‘s Supreme indifference.” '
% . Bot'already told you, I will listen to
"tingey. ', PORSCDSC of this Kind I” wag the stern
to ;10 ) "tht. has . girl of your age or po-
toy :V{th love or indifference?  You have
. 10 marringa by one whose wealth

3 fit allianco for the daughters of our
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¢ determination that was throned on lip and-
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proudest aristocracy, and yet, you, the portionless
daughter of & poor noble; you, destituto alike of
beauty, manner, nay, even the common accom-
plishments of a school girl, presume to demur, to
talk nbout rejecting him.”

“ Even go, mother, and tis the first, the only in-
stance in which I have cver attempted to oppose
or question your will.  Passively, blindly, have I
submitted to your wishes in everything, but on a
point on which the happincss or misery of a wholo
life depends, I will not be so weakly, so crimin-
ally passive.”

“Then, T tell you, that you shall, Eva Hunting-
don, and more than that, that you leave not this
room till you have consented to all, every thing
that I have required of you. Once before, I
deigned to reason, to remonstrate, now, employ-
ing the sacred authority with which my title of
mother invests me, I command you to obey. I
might speak, were you not too inexperienced, too
headstrong to attend to me, of the dignity, the
splendour, the lofty position that would be yours
as the wife of 8ir George Leland. I might tell
you, how you, who are now but a mere cypher in
your own family, an entire dependent on the will
and pleasure of others, would then be sovercign
mistress of a princely home and retinue, freo ruler
of your own actions; a being courted and flattered
by those whonowlook downon you with contempt.
Girl, girl; if you are insensible to the dreams of
ambition, to the desires, the counsels of those
whose aga and experience qualify them to guide
you, display at least some consideration for your
own future welfare, your carthly happiness.”

“ But, mamma,” murmured Eva, in a stifled
voice: “ What would all this splendour be, but
gilded misery? Neither loving nor esteeming.” |

“ And, did I marry your father entirely for
love” interrupted her companion with a bit-
ter smile. “Would I have become his wife,
had he been poor and humble? Never! I mar-
ried him, because he was titled, because he was
wealthy, and mark me, child, I have never regret-
ted it since, even for a moment. Splendour, rank,
the world's emile have all been mine, and the
same is now proffered to you. Do as your mo-
ther did—accept them, and be content with the
same destiny that has fallen to her lot. Listen to
me, Eva! I will bo patient with you, for you are
too young, too ignorant of the world, of life, to
even divine the extent of your infatuation, Think
you, in pressing your acceptance of Young Leland's
hand, that I am not seeking to advance your own
welfaro Who is to give a thought to that wel.
fare, who caros whether the world's sunshine or
gloom will b yours, save your mother§ From the
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