Q)

"l e
¥
o &

14

“1 HAVE SET WATCHMEN UPON THY WALLS 0! JERUSALEM THAT SHALL NEVER HOLD THEIR PEACE, DAY WOR NIGHT.”

TORONTO, CANADA

WEST, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1860.

No. 36.

Poetry.

MOVE ON.

The march of hife should never stay—

All things onward tend §
Man should not clog progression’s way,

Rut stnive to move and mend.
"U'lie waters move m depths of ocean,

‘The streams along the dales,
The vivulets with onward motion,

‘Through sweet aud verdant vales,

Move on!

The clowds move gendy through the shy,
The carth rolls everon;
Tune swutly i lus cowrse mas by,
And years pass, one by one,
Men too, should strive to follow them,
In tlus thew onward way,
Permitting nauzht the tide to stem,
But ever, day by day,
Move on't

Men may be wisery of they siuve—
More virtuous i they will
Aud who, witlun this world would thrve,
Must ann al hugher stili !
Let bigots stand by doctrines olil,
The wige will pass them by ;
Weak minds may ching with subtle hold,
But strong ones vahantly,
Move on!

Lake waters rolling to the ocean,
Down mountaiss piled o Jugli—
Like clouds furcver in cominouon,
That move acruss the shy —
Will we forever ouwand piess,
Thus futterless und fice,
And deeming vitlae happuiess,
Our watchword ever be,
Moveon!

JMHiscellany.

TRACES AND INDICATIONS OF TIIII SAD
BATH IN THE INSTITCTIONS AND OBSER-
VANCES OF THL ANCIENT WOLLD.

BY REV, JOHN JORDAN,

Continued from Page 257

Let us now observe the course of events,
which are as renarkable as they areustrucuve.
‘I'he people having come to Sin, murimuc for
want of food, and God m erey to them thus
addressed Moses ;—Behold, I wal rain b.ead
fromn heaven for you, and the people shall gu
out and gather a certin rale every davy, that [
may prove them, whether they will walk 1 my
law or no.  And it shall come o pass, that vu
the sixth day they shali prepare that  winch
they bring m, and i shall be twice as much as
they gather daily.,” Now what s U Jaw of
God here spoken ul, respecting which e people
were to be tried and proved?  Ceriawly uot
that ot Swat, tor .t 1s ver eighteco days belure
the giving of the law there.
relating to the sabbath s beyond all quesuvn,
for when some of the people weut vut upon the
seventh day and found no food, the Lord said
unto Moses, “How lung reluse ye €0 keep my
commandments and my laws?  See, for that
the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, therelure
he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two
days.” But, since w was manifestly a law re-
Iating to the sabbath, respecting which the peo
ple were to be proved, and swce the law ol Si
nat had not yet been given, thercfure the law
referred to must have been the prymitive one
Lgiven in paradise; and thisas fully confirmed
by the words of Moses to the people, when the
rulers announced tv hun the fact, that on-the
s:xdfiday every man had gathered twice us
much as on each of the pieceding five days.—
“I'his,” said he, *us that whieh the Lord hath
isaid, To-morrow s the rest of the holy sabbath
nto tha Lord.”
1n faet, throughout the whole of this narrative
there were evidently, 1 the mind ol the water,
wo facts assumed, without regard to which the
nccount 1s unintelhigible.  The fies 13, that the
eople had some kaowledge ot the law by
vhich they were 1o be proved, and ihe purport
f which was now to be indicated to and reviv-
d in them, by the depos't of manna during six
ays, and not on the seventh, the secoud 13,
at already, and thut previvusly to the promul
ation of the law of Sinai, there existed a law
God relative to the sabbath, the observance
{ which the people were expected to understand
nd keep. And both theseassumptions plaiuly
Boidence an origial of the sabbuth as a diviue
gdinance of the Lord previous to the period re
red to, and must-therefore point back to that
hen it was first commanded at the creation.

kBut besides the evidence which the Bible
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That 1815 a law:

afl 1ds us, fiom its lustey of the fatndy of
Abroham and his posterity, 1t supplies us with
similar prouf from uiher branclies of the race of
Shen, and forming, therefore, chaunels of infor
mation, altogether wnde peudent of the house of
isracl, although chironicld with theirs,  “Thus
we find in the costums of other brandhes of the
race just the same kind of evidence that we
weet with dsewhore. The lustory of Job,
example, who lined in the early tmes of the
postdiluvian age, relu.. that seven bullodhs
at.] seven rams were prescribed as the peace
offering to be rendered by him in behall ot Lis
fiicnds So again, Balawn has the sutie miys
tical reverence for the number scven, and, o
~ach occasion that he cudeavors to propitiate
the favor of Gad by a Lurntoiliring, e erects
seven aitars, and sacrifices seven bullucks and
seven rarns.

To rfor once more, before quitting this
brauch of our ingwiry altogeihier, to the division
of tie into wecks, we may observe tuat it has
prevailed amongst all the Shewiue nativus, s
well as amongst uthiers alsu, as has been very
foruibly stated in the following possage of Mis
Su.nerville's admirable woik, the ~Conueaivn o
the physical Sciences " —"The peniod of seven
lays, by far the tnost permancat division i
tiing, and the most ancient mouumcent of astro
nomical knowledge, was used in Tndia by the
Braliiias with the same  denvniuations emn
ployed by us, and was alike found i the c. len-
ders ol the Jews, Egyptiaus, Arabs, and Assyr-
ins; it has survived the fall of ewmpires, and
has existed amony all successive gencrations, a
proof of their comtug orign.”  Aund no less &
p:oofl it may be also added, of the.primiuve uri
ginal of that divive wsutution, v which it
is ubvious that weehs of seven days have been
detived, and of which they ure an enduring sign
and metnorial.

2. Our second channel of information is that
which is 1o be traced amongst the familics ol
Japheth ; but as in his race there are no re
cords earlier than flomcer,'so we must be con-
teut o glean what we can from them—pre-
mising, however, that iheir is no probability
whatever of these nativus having acquired suchi
a kuuwledge of the Mousaic sabbath, as that
traces ot it could have interwoven themselves,
as we shall find, 1u their thoughts and habis,
and consequently, we must refer thuse to an
carlier and more primitive period, such as that
i which we koow from Moses, that the sabbath
was first instituted. Hesiod, the celebrated
Greek poet of Beeotia, who lived abont nine
huadred years before the coming of Christ, says,
the seventhday is koly "' Homer who flourished
about the same period, and Callinachus, alsaa
Greek poet who floarished in the reign of
Puwlemy Euergetes, abuut seven hundreld years
later, speak of the seventh day as holy  Lucian
also a Greck writer, born at Samosata, who
flourished about four hundred years afice Calli
wachus, says, “the sceath day is given to the
schoolboys as a koliday®  Now, it is utterly im
prubable that such a practice as this sh !l ever
have originated amotigst the Geatiles. flomany
acquaintance they might have hal with the
sabbaths of Israel, for the Jews were never so
regarded by the nations, as that they would
have adopted and preferred their pecualinr and
exclusive rites, one of the chief of whirh was
ihe sabbatls, but it is extremely probable that
such a thing as the schoolboys’ holiday woull
ug have swivived all knowledge of the cir-
cumstauce that had originated it for we have
abundaut proofs of this amongstonrsrlves, where
every parish alnost has its annnal festival, but
the orizin of mastisaltogether unknnwn  And
yet winle the orizm of the scholars’ holiday
was lost to thern, how plainly does its continued
ubservance point back to the period when it
commenced out of a general tradition of the
sabbath,

Agawn, in both Greek and Latin poets, we
find such fiegueut use of the nuinber uf seven as
clearly indicates a mystical usc of it, similar to
that we have already obscived i the Seriptures
themselves.  The seventh day is spoken of as
propitwus, the warrive’s shicld, the most usetul
weapun o defence, which the apostle cmploys
as the enblem of faith, is constantly represented
as seventold ; vast heaps of snow are said to be
piled sevenluld also, and the coils of the ser
pent, as he lies in  the act to spring are seven-
fold.” Bees ure said to live for seven sutn
mets, and seven ballucks and saven rvams
are offcrings made by the heathens to their
deities. .

Our own immediate progenitors, the Saxons,
have left us to tlus day our week of seven
days, which evidently inust have had its origin
1 the highest antiquity. ‘They were derived
from a different fanuly of Japhetians than the
Greeks or Romans were, and their_mythology
varies greatly from the classical, so that Southey

iw his © Book of the Clunh,” rewmachs' the
nathenismn which they intreduced bears no
affinity either or that of the Brituns or of the
Rumans™  This clearly establishes them asan
wdependant chanuel of informauvu ; and yet
buw sinkingly amougst them was the legend of
the sablath prosersed, which survives amongst
ourzelves at this day, so that we use the lea
then nunes of the days, detived liom the pagan
deities of our forclailiers, and therein are now
cnablud to trace & primitive origin of (he sal-
Latical wstitutious {rom the very earliest ages
of manhiad |

The Hindoos, though regarded as Asiatics
fiom their whabiting Asia, 7 re not of Shumitic
vut ol Japhiclian origin, aud their testimuny,
therefure biclongs to the channel we are at pre
seat cogaged with,  Their astronumny is the
most ancient in the world ; and what is very
temarhable respocting it is, thatin its earlicst
puiiuds it s far more accurate han o ata
tunes, evidencing, therefore that it was the
result of observativns carred on in thuse carly
peneds.  Bat diroughout it their division of
ume hus been tuto wechs, which we have so
vficu liad vecasion to wotice as indicative uf the
pruaitive Justitution of the sabbath.  In sume
of their oldest and must genuine records, though
vousisting of fabulous relatious, eviden(ly de-
tived frum taditiouary legends, we find the
uumber seven cuiployed by thetn very mach in
dic same way that we have noticed m the
Scuiptures and classical writers.  Some of their
oldest architeetural mouwnents are pyramidal
o their structure, planly  puinting, as the
reader will presently see more cleadly, to a
promitive vrigin, aud of these one especiully is
huowu, us renarhable alike for its autiquity
aid plan. The Paguda of Scringham is thus
deseribed by Mr Gume iu bis History of the
Militaty 'T'ransactions of flindostan; ¢t is
composed of seven square inclosures, ong within
the othery the walls of which are twenty-five
fect high, and four thick,” &e. The ruins of
another of these temnples still remaio on the
Coromaudel coast and give to a mountuin at
Mavhpurain  the name of the “Scven Pa
gudas.” Nor is 2 atall improbable, that, il
accurate plans and dzawings of these and many
uthier remuins of antiquity were within reach,
we might detect in them additional traces and
wdications of the insiitution we are considering.

I1L It behoves ys however, todraw our sub
ject to i couclusion, aund 1o state what we rely
upon as the results of the whols inquiry, and
how far we would press the influence of the
lacts we have treated of We do not ask the
reader, thew, toaccept what we have offered as
demonstration of the fact, bat we beg him to
beur in wniud that the fact of the institution of
the sabbaik in Paradise, as recorded by Moses
in Geoesis, has been and is disputed by some
who esteen themselves wise and prudent ex
positors of Scripture, who have obtained some
uawe unl fame as comimentators, whose opinion
on the puint is loudly hailed and re eckoed by
many worldly-minded and Jucre Joving persons;
who wouid use it for their own gain ; and thas
it is, that the Jact itscll requires to be supported
and corrohorated by all the evidence we can
adduce. It is not, then, as positive proolbut as
CORRUBORATIVE  and  suBSTANTIATING  evi-
denee, that the preceeding details have been
brought befure the reader, and we iavite him
dehiberately to weigh their influence, and to
determine  whether the fullowing  conclusion
Irom it is not equitable and just . —

Moses states asa fact, that, * On the seventh
day Gud ended his works which he had made;
and he rested on theseventh duy from ald his
wock wlich he had made. And God blessed
the seventh day aod sancufied i, becauase that
i 1t he had rested fiom !l his worle which
God created and made”—Gen. ii. 2,3, But it
is ingeniously represented, that Moses does not
here state the fact whichappears upoa the very
lace ol the recurd, for that the sabbath was not
then instituted, not until the law of Sinai was
protulgated, and that is a mere account of
the circummstances ou which the law of the sab-
bath is founded, and is nothing more than «
peoof or cominent of the fourth cumrmandment,
and not a record of the appointinent of the
sabbath in the primitive ages of the world.—
Now, we contend that the record of Moses does
contain this very fact—dJoes reveal the original
and primitive institution of the sabbath and
conscqueatly, that the sabbath is an institution
appertaining to the whole human race; and
in proof of this, we offer all that amount of cor
roborative evidence which has been set before
the reader, and contend that, amongst all
nations, and in the earliest. ages of the world,
long previous to the law of Sinai, there are
traces and indications of some such institution
as the sabbath, and that theso o incontestabiy
confirm our understanding of the record of

Moses, aud thercby corroborate and sustantiato
the fact,
TO BE CONTINUED.
GODS VAUCHIER OF ‘TRUTIL

A cupauienee inert is not a conscisnes dead;
yet thereas no mistake more common than (o
suppose sv. lis moniuons may be unheeded,
but that proves not that they aro uautiered. A
w heel composed of numnerons spols s may revolve
s uth such rapidity as to appear o stand still ;
yetcach revolution is as really made in a dis
tingt interval of time, as if a century were the
weasure of its sweep.  So it mayWhe that, the
very mdistinetness of the :nonitions of con.
scaence 1s becanse 113 acts are so rapid and so
wunwnerable that they are noticed,

Yoty what a sulemun, impressive thonght it is,
thatcach of these voices of the inward monitor
15 recorded against us, and will re-appear as
Gud's wituess ol our guilt, and the securities for
God's justice.  They are God’s vouchers for g0
wuch truth, so much remostrance delivered to
the suul, su much instruction, so much light, =0
much morey, unheeded, wasted, abused. 'They
ate Gud's vuucheis, and must be produced.—
Thewr testimony will be necessary, both to vin-
dicate the Divine justice in the punishment of
siny and to lustrate the Davine mercy in its
pardon. The soul, whether saved or lost, will
uced to travel over the ground of its past expe-
riences, and examine them onc by one; to look
at itself at ench step of its history ; to judge
calmly, slowly. of what was dones so rapidly
heedlessly, msensibly,  God will take his stan
by us as the wheel slowly retraces its revolutions
s0 that each one shall be secn and understood.
As much as this is cleaely implied in that strie
king afficroution of the Suviour, that for every
wle word that inen shall give account thereof
n the day of judginent. We shall tell how it
was uttered, when, where, in v hat state of mind,
how occupird, for what purpose, with what meo-
tive, with how much knowledge of good and evil,
after how long acquaintance with God aml dnty
after what merciful interposition, what manifes-
tations of truth, what strivings of the Spirit.—
All the circumstances of guilt necessary for o
fair judgment of nts character, will be needed ;
and conscience will present then il faithfully,
and its, record will be God's.voucher for the -de-
cision$ of that day—to justify his holiness in the
ct®6 of the lost,.und to magnify the unspeaka-
ble breadth and beauty of his grace in the cage
of the ransotned.

SMPLOYMENT  BETTER THAN SCOLDINGS

Great unhindness and injustices is often doae
to little cluldren, by treating as mischievous,
and scolding them for being trcublesome, when
the truth 15, the lutle creatures are either weary
for want of cmployment, or else the love of know-
ledgre, or curiosity, has induced them to examine
the 1side of sumething they ought not to have
meddled with.  Find them something to occu-
py them—works, such as they can do, or some
woocent anusement—and they will not trouble
you with muschicvousness, 1t has been said
the mind of a child is as active as that ofa
statestnan, This must be acknowledged, since
it 18 admitted, that a child learns more the first
two years of his life than in any subsequeént
ones—and only think what the little creatures
have to acquire. They have to learn a lan-
guage, and one night almost say twe, if we
take wito account the unintelligible jargon that
susnic use when talking to infant children ; for
istance, how it must puzzle the brains of the
puor little learner to ascertain that “torn, me
e name, have a Littee bed a buttee”—tneans
the eame as, “come, my little man, have
a piece of bread and butter.” 'Tlen they bave
to learn the use of every thing around, them
and the various characters of the persous -they
meet with,

A father tell us, while he was working in
his garden, his little-sun was very desirons to
help him, the hoe, shovel, and rake were each
in wry put into requisition, aud as might have
been expected, he did more harm than good, and
the father was under the necessity of arresting
him several times by saying—* Little boy, you
must not do that, you must not do so.” At
l[ung;h the little fllow said—¥Well, what may

do 1

Mareriars ror ‘Tmisging —True friendship
cannot exist without perfect confidence; and
we can no more form a friecndship with a man
we suspect than with one we despise.—2Mis-
colan, .

Harmless mirth is the best cordial against
the consumption of spirits; wherefore jesting
is not ualawful if it lresspasseth not in quan -
tity, quality, or season.—Iiler,
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