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BRIGGS AT THE COUNTRY HOTEL.

C. Algernon Brigge, who has boen on the road,
Since iast May, is fully awaro

That soclal distinctlon'sall stucked in ono load,
For hin frall young shoulders to bear.

This worrlcs bim some, you cansce by hisbrow,
Where breaking's begun beforo fall,

By that g-im old spectro that handles the plow,
Aund furruws the forehicad ofall,

©. Algernon's line is imported cigars,
As ono would infer from the swell

And the boizterous fuss he makes in the bus
~Whecn Brigs strikes the country hotel.

Theporter is **Cholly”; he callstho clerk “Joe,"
Says: *How arc thoy comin’ now, Jim1”

‘Whilcrolling his namece on the register so
That oven the boarders know him.

“You'll give mo thebridal room, ch? Jooy, dear,
And Cholly, you tako up mmy casc—

And eay, Clolly, bring e a bottic of beer
From Old Billy Whittington's place.”

At supper it's ** Sadie, go bring me a steak,”
Or ** get me an cgg, won't you, Ncli ™

Or “a lemon, please, Blanche,” for he's running

the ranch

~Js Briggs at the country hotel.

Atdinner tho guestsread thebillof fare through
Save Briggs, who says softly to Dot :
“Just bring me my dinner, now Dottic, won't
sour
And Briggs gets the best of thelot,
Me's froc with his moncy and runs a great bluff:
“0h, well, I'll charge this to the house,”
But when he's in town he's quict enough,
And funds it back meck asa mouse.
For there the gay Algernon slecps in o flat,
And fceds at a chephouse as well.
Though Lic Isn't dcuce high when st home, ho
canfly
When he stops at the country hotel.

I 1 wero an artist and wanted the face
Of Cresar returning to tome,

Or of Alexander in scarch of a place
Unconquercd on all the earth’s dome.

Or wcro I a sculptor and anxious to mold
Proud Cato, with haughty lip curled ;

Or hew out a figurc of Atlas of old,
Whorecled ‘neath the weight of & world—

1'd not copy from the conventional form
Thatall antiquariang scll;

For the who'a classic 1ot 1'd tazea snap shot
At Briggs in the country hotel.

SUGGESTIONS TO NEW GROCERS.

A writcrin an American exchange says: The
retail grocery business is a peculiar one, more
#0 than any other 1 know of, from the fact that
nearly overy man who has adollar to sparc, or
who falls in any other business, thinkshic can
Tun {t successfully; in reality, it s the mos
difMicult in the country to succced {n becausc
the profitain many articles arc o small and
there arc »0 wany perishable goods to be ban-
dled. Theimpression prevalls that a man has
nothing todo Lut togo 1o some wholesalo gro-
cer, buy a stock of grocericx, without any
knowledge of their quality, Gt up a storcand
the customers will comc und ho will coin money,
I2 this mistakce is dixcovered in tite, and tho
man has any grit in him, hic beging to under
stand that in ordcer to succeed Lo must know
the business. This means hard work, long
hours, closc study, and, fora while, very poor
pay. Inonder toaucceed, lic must place some
ohject before hlin and {ry to attain it. For
instance, If he bas started in & town or city
where there ate sotae good atores, he must Jook
around, pick out one of the best, and say to him.
scif, ** How has that man got bls store in the
condition it ixinI™ Gethit thinking this way,
and in & sliott timo ho not only gets hisstore in
as good condition aathcone he chose for his
model, but bedoes Letter, he makes improve-
ments snggested Ly cither the waats of his
trado ot his own ambition, inspired by his first
fallure. Hodocinot doit without work, He

must study tho quality of the varjous goods ho
trades in, learn thelr history and muke himself
famdiar with their qualities in order to gain
the confidence of his customers, for In this lies
the socret of success, )

Novor scll them goodx that you cannot rocome
mend, and. if & mistake Is mudo by your men
or yoursel, rcctify it at once. Don't let the
customer soc that any pecuniary considcration
stands in thoe way of making the mistako gnod,
cither in woight or quality.

Let the parties with whom you trade scothat
you kunow tho quality of the goods you want,
that you are a judge of them, and they will not
try to palm off inferior goods oh you. Pay all
your bills promptly, getting all the discountsoff.

—_———
DRITISH BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS,

The Board of Trade returns for Juno aro cer-
tainly discouraging. With the cxccptionof a
single item in cach category both imports and
exports show a heavy decline. Under the for-
wer head thero is a dropof £4,038,2:0, while the
falling off in exports is still more marked, being
no less than £3,364,081, This loss briogs the to-
taldccline in oxports for the half-ycar up to
£12,205,250, for which Junc alone is rcaponsible
for than 25 per cent. The jmport total, it is
true, still shows & small increasc of £358,558 for
the six months, due chicfly to heavy food pur-
chases catlier in the year, but if the past month
is any criterion this will soon be changed into
a defleit,

Onc ot the worst featurcs of last month’s ro-
turns is the great decling, amounting to over
two millions, in imports of raw waterials for
textile manufacturcs. Indeed, to the falling
off under this head more than half the total di-
minution in imports is duc. In the export
schiedulo the heaviest loss is to be found not
under textiles, which have kept up fairly woll,
and only cxhibit a decline of £732,000, bus under
metals and mctal manufacturcs, which havo
fallen from £4,225,000 to £2,693,000, a drop of con-
siderably over onc-third.

This result is not quite so bad as it looks,
ncarly a fourth of the !ast year's total boing ac-
counted for by the swollen exports of tinplates
to the United States. In Juno, 1891, £1,031400
worth of these goods were Tsent to Amcrica,
while tho last month's export only reached
£311,000.

——————
PRUNE INDUSTRY OF WASHINGTON.

The prunc industry of the Stato of Washing-
ton is yctin its infancy, says & correspondent,
1a the southern portion and ia the older sct-
tled portions of the state, they havo been
Taising pruncs for ten or twelve years. Theso
orchanls have been producing a great many
pruncs and of a quality equal in all respeets to
those ralsed in any other part of the world.
There §8 onc variety here not produced in
Callfornia; it is called the Italiau prunc, grows
very large, is very black and rich, and is so
sweet aw not to require sugar. There were
shipped this year from Vancouvcrfonr cargoesn,
commanding the highest prices of any pruncs
a0ld in thoso markets, Theso pruncs are ximi-
Iar to the French in appearance and flavor.
‘The climate and soil of Washington arc partic-
ularly adapted to maising this fruit.  There are
prune treea in the city of Tacoma cight or nine
years oldiand thirty feet in heighit, which boar
oxtraondinary quantitics of fruit cvery year,
although no attention is paid to them, In all
parta of the state there are large prunc
orchands, Tanging in extent from 3,600 to 10,000
trees: the average size is 5,000 treer. Prune
trecs commence 10 bear forrevenue when they
are five yoars old, and this increascs until thoy
arctwenty yearwof age. The pruno is one of
the most hardy and longest Jlived of all fruilt
trecs, It differnin this respoct from the cherry
tree, and is morc handy than theapple ot the
pear. Prunc orchands having trees twelve

Foars old and upwand scll for $1,000 an acre.

Senator L. B. Clough, of Vancouver, has an
orchard of twenty acros for which ho has
rofused $1,000an acre., Tho Senator camo here
from Main9y elxteen yoarrago. He has gone
into this Industry and lald the foundation for n
fortune. The pruncs can be packed andshipped
any distance without being affected by the
climate.

D —— ———
CULTIVATED TASTES.

A Baltimore trade paper says: * Oneof tho
food marvels of our modern times is tho con-
sumption ofcanned salinon.  From beginning
regarded as a gameo fish of the more northern
waters, a food for the financial and gastro-
nomic gods, it has become an almoast every day
dish for people of very ordinary fortune, a
rival in fact of tho catticof the plains and an
important article of commerco. The position
it holds in these respects is duo to the canning
industry. The salmon business ot the North
Pacificcoasts is vast, and, as yet, over increas-
ing. The bulk of the fish is shipped to the
British Isles, as canned salmon. Thus it is
seen that the English people are warmed by
the Republican waters of the gulf strcam and
fod with salmon which follow the despotic
waters of the Japan currcnt, that croeses the
Pacific occan and warms the northwestern
verge of the Amcrican continent where this
great fish comes to spawn in solitude.

“But, in late years, the demand for this
salmon has greatly incrcased at home and
Amcrica now consumes a iarge quantity of her
Oregon and Alaskan fish.

“The fluctuationsof deinand have misled the
most astute dealers several times in late years
hecause they take too superficial a view of the
requirements of food consumers. A taste for
salmon is ono that grows by cuitivation, but it
rcmains when onco acquired; but this is not
the main factor in the original increaso of
consumers.

“The pricoof thiscanned fish, the intrinsic
food valucof the contentsof the can, the ser-
vice which it will do commends itself at once
to all who desire varisty in cconomy, As our
population increascs, driving tho cowbtoy and
his herd from prairic to plain, from east to
west, Zrom groat ranges near railroads to hills
inaccessible to them, the supply of meat
decrcases in the same ratio that dcmand for it
increascs and the price steadily advances de-
spitc the stcady docline of wages. Beingaocus-
tomed to liberal supplics of moeat, the palates of
the poople cannot forcgo it without some sub-
stitutc and salmon comes not only very ncar to
& complete substitute, but, asa varicty, {s an
improvement and is cheaper than meat in point
of fact. In atwo pound ortall tin, the amount
of cxccllent, rich, palatable food is very much
more than would be in two pounds of moat,
whilst at the retail pricoof15t0 18 cents per
can it is only about onc-half the price of the
meat per pound,  On the table it will go double
as far as the same quantity of meat and is
aatisfying in likeproportion.

**Thercfore the taste which must have moat
and canuot afford it hails gladly the new moat,
for it supplements the family of **Scrloin”™ in
A most agreeable and cconomical mannsr, *On
what meat hath this our Cresar fed, that he
hath grown 60 great,” yet a man must be poor
indeod who cannot now have this royal fish on
his table. So the incoease of demand goes
steadily onand when the excess of packing of
it seems to threaten ruin to the holders, the
demwand sinply increascs, a wider market is
opened for {2, more people are advantaged and
the overpack of salmon proves to bean troagi-
nation, and thia will mrobabdly continue till the
overfiebing depletes the supply and onco more
it will become 2ood for the woalthy, But when
that timo cowmes, mcat willhave riscn to very
much higher pricos than now as compared
with wages, ané the palatesof the poor will
haveto come down to the rations of the poor in
a monarchy.” -



