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NOPT FOR SHOIF,

It will be remembered that, some
momhs since, on the oceasion of 2 live-
men’s demonstration when the Montreal
brugude were turned out for show pur-
poses and the city was left unprotected, n
fire of very considerable proportions e
curred, the eleerrie hght works amony
uther institutions being  materially  dam-
tzed. And Montrealy owing o the ex-
cellence of its appliances and  gervice en-
Joys the benefit of low fire insurance
premiums. Here, in Victorin, how.
ser, where we do nnt indolee in
such follies and where Chief Deasy and
his smadl band of assistonts attend strivtly
to buginess, we are by no means as woll
appreciated by the underwriters, who
classify us with communities which ave
rated at it high price.

Why this should be we fail to see, ex-
cept that the gross amount of insurance
business to be done here is only small
and unless o heavy premium was charsed
i would be ampossible to maintain so
many agencies.  Considering thai as mat-
ters stand there is no competition in so
far xg the premimms to be pud, we thiuk,
as we have previonsly audid, that the busi-
ness conld be wuch more advantageously
divide § among a far smaller number of
companies.  DBut, in regard to the show
business, we were glad to sce that the
Victutin Fire Brigade were not turned
out to 1ecvive the Governor-General.

Had they done sa, tho city would have
been left in a completely unprotected
condition, aud we are sure that s Ex-
« ellency will have taken the will for the
deed s thas particular.  Victori did hun
all possible honor, and the Mayor and
Fae Committee did not forget the fact
that they had « special duty  to discharge
to the ctizens.

CO-ULERATIVE COLONY.

Had 1t not heen for a recent disaster in
the vic nity of Cape Commerell, by which
a youny man lost his life, but little would
have been known of the Canadian Co-
operative Commonwealth, which hasbeen
established on Malcolm Istand, in order
10 work out some of the ideas evolved by
Henry Geerge nnd others, and believed to
be m advance of those upon wiich several
communities bave been established in the
Uuited States.  The wage system is de-
clared by the promaters of this departure
to he **but a more villainous form of
slavery,” while cach member of the
suctety, so long as he remains in its juris-
diction, 18 o joint owner in its property
mterests, and has an equal right to cloth-
my, food aud shelter.  Money is not to
be used among the members as such, ull
votninerce within the orranization being
wrted on an the name of the organizs
ton and by its proper oflicers, currency

ouly being used by the organization for
ontside tranaactions in which obligations
cannot be otherwise satisfied,

We think that more onght to be kuown
in vegard to this departure, and no doubt
during the process of its incorporation,
which is to bo obtaised by specinl act of
Parlimuent, considerable information will
be oflered.  We observe that according to
the memorandum ¢ renlar, no one is
debirred from membership on account of
age, sex condition, the associaion
recognizing that *‘in their greater need
shull consist their greater claim against
this sucicty, hut no person under the age
of eighteen yoars shall have i vote in the
aflaits of this society, or any adull person
who shall he unuble to read and write,
and every voter must be couversaul with
the moral law as recorded in the com-
mandments and the constitution of this
order.”  Amonyg the oflicers of the colony,
we note Professor Alcock, of Vancouver,
and B, H. West, of this city.
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BOOLIPS IMMIGRATION SCHIEEME.

Cieneral Bouth, wha is coming out this
way and will be here shortly has been
preparing a colonization scheme, for, it is
said, South AMfrica.  There ate seme who
have come to the eonclusion that it is
hic ultimate intention to place some of
his people in Canada and in consequence
they have been rather exercised on that
account. But we fail to sce why they
should cause alarm, inusimuech, as on the
whale the Sa'vatic nists have not under-
token anything what they have not done
well.  The Generd, in his book, com-
plains of the plan of many fmmizration
mevements having been to drop men and
women into countries without any regard
to their possession  of ability to earn a
liveliined and, therefore as he says him-
self, thete is wonder that the colonies
should abject to heing made dumping
grounds for men and  women tot.dly
unsuited to their new conditions.

Wherever General Booth  sends his
people there need, we think, be little
apprehension, for a farm coliny  has
already been  eatablished in England,
where the intending colonists will be put
through t course of education in agri-
caltural work, and drilled i econvmy,
industrious habits, patience and per-
severmuce.  This course of tmining will
be persisted in fram three to five years
years before the people are transferred.
We may  say that it vequites na small
amount of morml courage to join the
Army, and ta live up to its requirements.
This 182 good foundation on which to
base o columzation  scheme for only
people whe are  persevering  act in-
dustrious and at the some time have gond
moral qualiticationz conl 1 stand rhe tests
to which they woulidt be subjected. More
vver, uot only are the colonists prepared
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for their new life but their homes in the
rueal districts would be made ready for
them before they arrived.  ‘T'o these new
howes they would be escorted, in them
they would be established and after-
wards they would be looked after in o
thoroughly systematic manner.
e —

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

i1 s annenneed, that s an onteome of
the visit to Ottawa of Hou, Premior
Davie, an amicable understanding has
been renched in ¢ mnection with the rail-
way belt dispute, while iu regard to dyk
ing slony the Freaser River, the Dominion
and  Provincial  Governments have ar-
ranged to appoint a joint commission to
devise # gomprehensive system of protec-
tion of the bauks, similar action being
contemplated with respect to the Colum-
bin River near Revelstoke.

In complinnce with  promises recently
made by Hono Mackenzie Bowell and
other members of  the  Govermaent,
an Order-1:-Connetl has  been  passed
autharizing a refund of 9 per cent. of
the duty on articles enienng ato the
usmufacture of gooda for export, instead
of 90 per cent, a8 heretof re. The effect
of the change will be to place the miann-
facturers of Candu in the most favoable
puositiens 2o compete with the manufac-
tured  prodects of adjacent. and  aother
countries in furcign murkets,

Recent advices from  Austrahia show
business i the winp st market to have
heen vord  of anunabion . tacre wes hin-
ited ingquiry and  poor prises.
ther had been vartalbae, bat there was re-
ported to be ago d show for the coming
season.  The New Soutlh Wales
Assembly was considering s new land bill,
while several
under consideration affecting  commerce
and shipping. Coufidenice was  beiny
slowly restored, moncy was cusier and
property sales had been more nunerous,
Mining matters were quict, the cral
trade particularly not beiay na brisk as
could be desired.

The weas
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umpartant measures were

Ture contract for the Daminion Gov-
criment bmldings in Victorin has, we
untice, been awarded to Mr Frederick
Toms, of Ottawa.  They are estimated to
cast §$190,000, in addition to the site for
which $75,000 were paid.  Messrs, Elford
& Sinith, of Victoria, were soae 83,000
Ingher than the successful tenderer. It
is said, that wark on the new huildings
will be commenced at au exrly date, and
that it will be vigorously prosecuted. We
hope 50, as a1 work of some magnitade
hike this ought to wive cmployment to a8
considerable  number of peaple, whoese
prospects ave not at present particularly
bright,  Mr. Toms is sald to bea mun
who therouzhly understands his business,
awd, from u commercial point. of view, is
a therughly rehiable man,  He may be
expected here in a few days, to make ar
rangements forgoing to waork,



