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CoRRECTIONS.—A couple of errors crept
into vur report of the meeting of the On-
tario College of Pharmacy, which appeared
in the February number.  On page 13,
speaking of the iec.engagement of Profes-
sors, it reads Prof. ID’Avignon, whereas it
should be Prof. Avison, and Mr. Haven is
also misreported mn reference to a request of
the Professors on page 12.

Answers to Correspondents.

“F. Prince Edward Island—To go 1wto
business in Ontarie, it would be nccessary
to pass the prescribed examinations.

“R. A.,” Winnipeg—(1) Yes, four years’
apprenticeship is now requited under the
Ontario Pharmacy Act. (2) Writeto 1. T.
Lewis, Registrar Ontario College of Phar.
macy, Toronto.

The State of Trade.

Theie are two sides 1o every question, and
while dry goods dealers and furriers have
been complaining of the mild weather, poor
people have been rejoicing in the saving of
coal, warin clothes, etc. So also while the
cpidemic “La Grippe,” which has of late
visited every part of Canada, has been play-
ing bavoc with business in general, the

. benefit accruing to the drug trade from in.

creased prescriptions has been much greater
than some people would imagine. There

. can be no doubt but, that owing to buad

roads, farmers have been deterred from
selling *heir grain, and that in consequence
the storekeepers have suffered from want of
cash, but this can of necessity be only a
temporary disarrangement which must right

itself in a few weeks. What is wanted now
is a hetle paticnce on the part of the whole-
sale dealers and their banks, so as to avoid
unnecessary  pressing  of payments, and
thereby bring about falures which wan as
casily be warded off. To the retailer we
would say, “Be business like.” Wholesalers
Tjust now arc on a constant tension owing
to falures, and more than the usual number
of 1equests for renewaly, and when a draft s
allowed to be returned withuut any word
trom their customer, they are a little apt to
jump at rash conclusions,  Make it arule
therefore to lovk after your drafts two or
thice days in advance, and if you fear you
cannot mecet them in full, wnte at onee to
the houses in whose favor they are drawn,
and state plainly what you can and cannot
do. We can safely vouch for them that o
you act straight with them they will do what
is right by you. In another month with the
opening of spring all will be well agam—at
least, so say the wise heads.

‘Brushes.

There are decided signs of a rise in the
price of hair, tooth, nail and other brushes
in the Canadian market very shortly. At
present we understand the wholesalers are
selling off the stock they have carried over
from last season, and which they can afford
to dispose of at their old prices, but when
that is sold it is more than probable that
dealers will find that they cannot duplicate
at old figures. The cause principally is a
rise of yo¥ in the price of bristles, which is
a very large increase for goods sold on such
close margin as brushes. 1t is said that this
rise in bristles is principally the result of
the formation of a meat canning trust of
gigantic size, who have bought up all over
Europe the product of this seasons hog farm-
g, and whose mcthod of treating the
animal—as is well known to any one familar
with the Chicago stock yards—is extrava-
gant as compared with that of the prudent
farmer, who saves his bristles as carefully as
he does his pork.

Another reason why brushes are 10 be
dearer this yearis, thatin Paris the great
centre of brush manufactuning, where the
prices are set for the world, the Grppe
emdemic has been so widespread that alimost
cvery industry has been closed. The largest
brush maker in France, Lovuen, who em-

ploys 1,400 hands, had vver ;oo sk at one
ting, and was compelied by the authotties
to close donn s0ar not to spread the plaguc.
This same trouble affected all the uukers,
atd lasted su lotg that the vrdans b biwshies
that should have been filled m December
and January are not yet made up. Lhere s
always comfort m the fact that otders were
taken by the mahers at old proces betore the
epnlting, but of the mvores are accopanied
Ly a uew schedule of prices, it s o than
likely that the gouds wrrving will be ~old on
the basis of the new schedule.  Another
wonth or six weeks will tell at any 1ate.

Atomizers.

The most perfect atomizer ever shown,
has lately been mvented in New Yoik, by
an exceedingly clever German mechamc,
who has for vears been working wmthe hasd
rubber manufacturing  The uwsual com
plaints made by thos¢ who use hard tubber
atomizers, are, tirst, that they do not gject a
continuous spray without a double bulb, and
second that the projecting potnt of rabber
which is cxposed when the up 15 unsarened
15 very liable to be broken.  In this new n-
strment, or ** Health Atomazer  as it s
called, the inner twbing 1~ not alloned o ex-
tend over the end of the cuter tube when the
tip is unscrened, and s thus  thoroughly
guarded agamst all accdents. The im-
portance of this thange can hardly be over
estumated, for as every atomzer s made by
hand, 1f the up is broken 1t cannot be 1epar.
cd by sunply sending for a part and s there-
forc rendered uscless.  In most rubber
atonzers, too, the serewany of the up,though
square, does not leave sufficient room for the
air— hence the poor spraye In the * Health”
the aur chamber s many tmes larger than
the hqud cylinder, the awr bewy adnutted
into the tip by two tmy holes, the spray re-
sutung from the minghng together beng al-
most marvclous. Another unprovement in
this atomzer 15 a soft rubber end to the
tube that extends into the bottle, thus rend.
ering the top parts applicable to any height
of bottle, the rork beng a rubber ange, taper-
ed s0 as to it vanous necks.  Unlike the
German atuunzers, the buib wsal s of ~oft
rubber fitted with a MId cadve, which
though simple. is undoubtediv the most re
liable valve made. Altogether the * Health”
15 a very pleasing addivion to the hst o
atomizers at presceat i use.



