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TRUTHA.

JACHB FALTIIFUL,

Tho Old Mun’s Weekly Budget of Gossip
About Things in General
Is it a fact that respectable hovechold-
ers gather their families together on Sun.
day afternoons and read aloud Jaconw's
weekly homily on men and  thmgy in
generall  If so, aud 1 don’t doubt your
word, this is fame indeed, and satisfac.
tion onough for any ordinary man, At
thia rate, I must, a3 Mrs. Cluck would
say, “make an ecffort” and seo o it that
1 havo always moro than ever sumething
worth saying and reading too. It is just
in this direction that my ambition, of I
havo any, expecinlly lies. 1 like to go in-
to farm louses, to sit around tho biy blaz.
ing log fire in the backwoods, or at the
comfortable and capacious store of more
scttled districts to hear tho gossip and
tako my shate in tho crack, to help the
boya with their sums, and the girls with
Tryrit's Enigmas, not forgoetting to hold
tho hank of worsted when the gudewife
winds it of into a clew, or to do what I
can in keeping up sides with the head of
the house on farming affairs or local noli-
tics. Jacos has donoa good spell at such
work in days gone bye, and ho likes to do
it still whenever he has an opportunity.
Aye, and whon he can’t do any thing olso
itisa cordial to his old heart to think
that thousands welcome his wockly visit
in TrurH, and give him & character to tho
cffect that ho isn’t a bad fellow, isn't
Jacon, by along chalk. I wish all the
tirosi{es where ‘Lrurh is found wero as
Jacos wishes them to be. There would
then be a considerablo overturning of
many present arrangements and no mis-
take. Now look ys, Jacos would ban-
ish the whiskey bottle. Yes, indced, ho
would
KICK IT TO THE BACK OF BEYOND,
or over to the other side of the mnorth
wind. Don’t tell mo that whiskey is not
ruiningthousandsbothin townandcountry.
I know bottor. Plant down a tavern in
a neighborhood and as sure as fate that
neigh&»rhood begins to degonerate.  ihe
boys get to lounge about it, professedly to
hear the news, or to sco a party. It be-
comes arough aund tumble club house
with skittles, checkers, und cards—the
loter to pay for the drinks! But what-
over the pretence, tho resultis very much
the samo. Tho <interest in tho work of
the farm iy dulled, the brain ia injured,
solf-tespect islost. A certain loud rude
rough way is gradually contracted and
there is a2 whole crop of both younyg and
old who very speedily qo fo the bad,
Jacob would also hke to sco all the
readers of TruTH both in town aud coun-
try dealing only for and with cash. I
think I would rather go with tho shabbi-
est coat that would av all hold tagether
beforoe 1 would have the fineat “‘on tick.”
Somo folks say that the country could not
got on without credite  Terhaps such is
the case, but thus 1 know at tho same
tinte, that it woold have beon the great-
cat merey poacible to hundredsand thous-
anls if thoy could not have got credit, or
nut a tenzh part of what they got.  Itis
an awful casy thing to say
TUT IT DOWYN,

but 1t makes manya heart go-pit-a-pat
when tho account 1s rendered.  Folksaro
more cautivus about buying what thoy

on’t ahsolutely nced when they have to
plank down the cash. Yes, and when
one has money over hand he can mako o
Jong-sight better and moere advantugoous
Lavgain,  He can ask what he wants, aud
if e don't get it he o go elsewhure,
Ready cash is a ighty convenient thin ,
Wh 1 et goeg on au crmnd or wapte to
buy uex dresses for his girls and now
jachots v his boys,  Jacob repoats that

1t has been credit that has diddled many
uman out of his farm,  Ho had by-and-
by to give the rtore keopor & mortgago,
and then in due time camo foroclosure and
-all which that means.

Then Jacos would like to seo a great
sany futhors and mothers trusting thoir
boya and girds more than they do; uat by
letting them go alone to foolish morry-
mabiugs or by winking hard when they
stay luto and como home at the s’
oors.”  Thureis plenty of that kind of
trust and a great deal too much. But
trust them by making them moro ac-
quainted with theirafsirs, by taking thom
moro into their confidonce, by lotting
them know what are their trvubles, and
what aro their plans. Too muny futhors
forget that their sons are young men and
their daughters young womnen, and that
thoy aro not to bo treated any more liko
littlo children. You understand? Why,
there are fathers who will not let their
sons scll a bushel of wheat, and will not
trust thom ata fair to disposo of a bull calf
forfeartheyallow themselvestobo cheated.
Did everanybody hear such noneenso?
Wouldn't 1t be far better for their
boys to be cheated three or four
times beforo their father dies than
twonty times after? Wouldu't it bo far
botter that the father should be there to
adviso them, to gympathize with them in
their blunders and losses and to encourage
them with the assurance that they willdo
better the next time? Butno! The old
cantankerous fools keop tho noses of their
young folks close to the grindstone and
do every bit of marketing and bargain-
making themselves, as if the boys were
babies, and the girls still not out of lead-
ing strings, It is a great shamo aud a
great loss as well. And what a senscloss
fuss some old fools of fathers do make
whon their sonsare rathertakenin! Thoy
never let it down on the poor fellows.
They chuckle over it ; thoy grumble about
it, thoy throw it in the young fellows
faco in the nastiest fashion, theyoven tell
tho neighbors about it, and make the un-
fortunate youngstor thoir butt. Was
there cver such folly and wickedness?
Why every onemustlearn. Innino cases
out of ten the young fellow did his best.
Aye, was moat anxious to show that he
deserved his father's confidence. A few
kindly considerato words,an expressed con-
fidenco that he would do better noxt time,
would have bound father and son in still
cleser fellowship and confidence, and
would bave put the son ton times more
ou the very ‘‘edge of his foot.” Fathers
don’t make fun of the mistakes of your
boys. It has

AS DISCOURAGING AN EFFLCT

as that chronic continual scold with
which somo heads of houses constantly
regalo their unfortunate depondents. If
more farmers and others were making
their homes moro attractive, and were
trying to make their grown up childron
more their confidants and friends, thore
would bo less of that “‘going away” which
so many spezk of and deplore.

That is surcly about cnough for one day
in tho way of a friendly plain-spoken talk.
While 1 think of it there is another thing
T wwish to say to fathers, and thatis “Don't
put off your shoes till youa are going to
bsd.” Never put yourselvesat tho mercy
of oven the best of chiliiren by surrender-
ing Ti*le deeds and trusting to the goner-
ostty of the young folks for consideration
and bread. It iy casentially a bad plan.
Nover do it. A good s would not ask
. A bad son would notact on thesquare
if he got the chance.

There now, I have said my say for the
week.  Somo may not mind what 1 have
urged. The more fools they ! Others
will bo wiser T have no doubt. Thero is
o use, let o add, in tnothers toiling and
fighting while the daughters sit about in
stupid dlencss.  ‘This is not however so
uften dono as is sometimes_alleged, Lot
parents and children work together in
one common cffort to make their homes
bright and_cemfortablo and prosperous
and they will succeod and bo happy as
RUTC A8 MY Namo is

Jacos Farrarur.

OUR SCRIPTURAL ENIGMA.

For Bible Students.

No Moncy Requtirod. Try Your Sktil,
NO. XIIIL.

With this number wo complotoa quarter
of a year of Scriptural Enigmas. The
undertakinghas involvedaJurgenount of
labour and exponse, but it hasat the same
timo afforded us a groat deal of pleasure.
1t has mado us acquainted with a great
number of friends whom wo havo never
scen, whom wo ahall novor seo. ‘To them
we aro a shadow as fuar as porsouality is
concerned, and as such wo shall alwaya re-

the advantago, though it is surprising
whatalargo proportion of our correspond-
cnts aro personally strangers, though as
the weeks go on they become really well
known and greatly cstecmed.

The large bundles of lotiers which come
in sometimes positively alarm us, but we

tacklo bravely to the worl* of opening and
reading them and genemll{ find our re-
ward in doing so. When a lettor such as
the following comes in it is not surprising
that wo should be encouraged :—* Allow
mo to say that tho reading of Trurm and
the solution of the Enigmas afford mo a
pleasure which I had heretoforoe ceased to
feol. Though always from a child I was
fond of reading the Bible, yet of late
years I was somowhat inditforent in the
matter.” Anothor says: I wish your
paper the vory best of success which it so
well desorves.” Still anothersaya: “‘Ihope
you will not discontinue the Enigmas, for
we find thom amost pleasant and profitable
amusement.” And afourthsays: * The
search for these answers is very interest-
ingandlamglad tosee s0 manycompeting.”
Wiilo a fifth assures us of hisgood will in
the following terms. ¢*We are very much
pleased with the Scriptural Enigma in
Trors, We have such a time searching
for tho anawers. It alone is worth the
price of the paper.”

Trutd is not in the conventional senso
of the word a *‘religious” poriodical, but
wé claim that in the true proper sense of
that word it certainly is, “We ropresont
no particular church. Wo advocate no
particular body. Wo lay claim to no
pro-ominent philunthropy. But at the
same timo wo wish to do our readers good
and not ovil all the days of their lives, and
we have the satisfaction of knowing that
in very wany cazos wo aro doing this very
‘offectively. Of courso wo are not univer-
sally applauded. We should be sorry if
wo wore, forsuch a thing would be a clear
indication of something very wrong. But
wo get &s much praise and approval as wo
can make any good use of. Indeed, per-
haps a little more and for all this wo are
vory thankful. We have reccived M. A.
M.’s communication and enclosures; many
thanks. Herargument °s unanswerable,
and, as might havo been anticipated tho
“‘ambiguity” has had no effect in leading
answerers astray. Xf M. A. M. would be
kind enough to mention tho names of a
couplo of volumes on our list wo ahould
be pleased to send them.

QOur estcemed correspondent from
Westville, Nova Scotia, will please note
that we had no doubt about Christ being
spoken of frequently as a slone, but the
question referred torequired a word which
laclf memnt a stone, which of courso Christ
doesnot. We aro much obliged fer his
communication and hopo to hear from him
azain and frequently,

D. B, Campbell, Cleveland, Ohio, says:
‘I have to thank you for the very hand-
somevolume of Woodsworth’s Poemns—my
 first prize in the Enigma column, and with
! which L ain muchplessed. Also I thank
' you for the courtesy oxtended me, in re-
:tuming me some change in Canadian
stamps which 1ay be very usofulat some
tuture time."

‘_1*

main. On tho other sido we havo rather |N

Wo aro afraid to even seamr to contra-
dict alady, still wo cannot agroe with our
correspondent in Galt who insists upon it
that Iscah was a son, not a dagghter, of
Haran and that the meaning of the word
is “Ho that anoints.” Any Biblo Dic-
tionary or Hobrow Loxicon will inforin her
that tho word mecans “She who looks
abroad,”

Now then for No. X.
Tho correct nuswers to theso are'—
1st, Mecesiah, Mess—si (gh)—ah.
2nd Olivet, Actsi, 12,
1st Onycha, Exod xxx, 34,
£nd Lapidoth, Judges iv, 4.
3rd Iscah, Gen. xi, 29,
4th Viue, John xv, 1 & b.
6th Eglon, Judges iii, 14.
Gth Tortullus, Acts xxiv, 1.
‘Tho successful compoetitors are:—
I\§i J. Wilkins, City Road, St. Juhn,

Alex. F. Chamberlain, 109 Dover Court
Road, Toronto.

Wm. W, Shrapnell, Glen Walker
P. 0., Ont,

Till wesce how the answors come in
with explanatory notes weshall not short-
en the time by now giving tho answers to
No, XI. We rathor think, however, it
will como to that, if there be not a chango
mado by having the Enizmas ouce a
month instead of once a week.

Now for No. XIlI. Wegive two this
week a?\in One by our ingenious and
poetical correspondunt M. A. M., and
anothor of our usual kind.

T. My first is sought with esgor hand,
By every toller In tho land:
Ard yet my first ‘tfe vary rlain,
Makes naught of joy, but much of patn.

My sccond may bo ¢ma’l indeed,
Yet ‘tis of m'ghty fruit the reed;

Let none, dcapairizg of hlmsclf,
E'¢rs*ek to lay iton the shelf.

HK third was forioed ro ltng ago.
0 remn2nt now the earth can show;
Andyetitwasat of One,

Whose work shalldive beyond thosun.

Mv threein one--an ancientname,
That no mere sonof man could (laim;
Yot two Apostles cslled hy It
The greatest men in “Holy Wngt.‘

.

1 What Judco of Jsrael in Shamirdwelt?

2 Who, bu:lding Jericho, God’s curaes falt ?

3 What Judge forten yeara rulled o'er Is-
racl weli?

4 In what fumed town did Arlstarchus

dwel

5 Whos> book is Jost though ia the Bible
name

6 Whootf her husband’a worrhip was asham-

11,

o
% Who in the camp of Iaracl prophesied?
3 Who for God's service ministers sup-

plic
9 From whom by Omrli wa3 Samaria
t

bough!
10 Who u’fminat Syris and Isracl fought?
11 The town whoro Jaroboais’s young aom

ed?
12 Tha town which by the pricsts was sanc-
tifted?

13 Theplaco whero Ezra did a fast ardsic?
14 Thotown wherenll tho prics sot God were

slatnl
15 W’I\wc‘n son fortold thy ehips his King

Sho‘&m ubo destroyed as punishment for
gulit?
Timo d:awstowands its cliss
Careless wostend 3
Near-r and nearer judgment,
The titne is at hand
Some who apparontly are particularad-
mirers of the gontlo poet of Gluey would
like <‘Cowper’s pocms™ to be agaiu offer-
ed. Tnaccordance with their wishes weo
again mention that volume as tho prize
for this weck, but at the same timo wo
shall be happy to send any others on our
list which tho prizd winuers may name.
We hopo wo necd scarcely repeat that
twelvo cents for postage must in each
case be sent to Mr. Wilson.  Too many
il peraist in pratting Mr. Wilson’s namo*
upon their replicsto the “Enigma Col-
unn.” It would be far better not. And
pleasc don’t mix up any business meas-
ages with what is sent to the “Editor of
the Enigma Column.”  Theso are cither
thrown inte the waste basket, or forzot-
ten, or delayed in the forwarding. Don't
sendin answers to anything but thoe ques-
tions in our Column,  About all else we
kuow nothing, and do not thereforo hold
vurselves in any way responsiblo for
what is not in our department  “Edlitor
of Enigma Column,” Trvrar Ofice, 120
Bay strect, Toronto,




