
1,11P IVIIITE SVAIlOIW.

VI.-Ex PLAN ATIONS.

Matenaza, Mark Dalton, and the RangPanther liad continuccd
on their way without stopping, until they reached the scene of the
already narrated Esquimaux massacre. N.o oile had approached its
precinets since the~ departure of thecAthapascows, and tents and dead
bodies ail lay in lorrid confusion.* he corpses ivere eagorly ex-
amined, but the White Swal1eov was nnt aînong themn. At ail
events, then, she liad nlot beeiî kilted ini the fray. This was a
source of prodigionis relief to the iwhole party. Their searcli in the
neighborhood broughit them. to the seven huts of the second Esqui-
mnaux village. The Roamniîg I'anther fertunately knew enougli of
the Esquimaux tongue to xnake himieif understeod. ]3y friendly
signs they calmed Uic friglit of the poor creatures who remained la
tihe settlement after the Athapascow foray, and finally the Little
Snake drewv thcm into talk about thc fight, windingnup with a
question about the girl the Indians had wvit them. O n of them
pointcd te au old, half-deaf, balf-blind woinan, crouching in the
corner of the hut. Matenaza leoked puzzled, but waited, tilt the
hag began te, inunble semothing, and finally brouglit eut from lier
dress Tlîcc-kis-ho's trinket. àlatonaza Ieaped up in deliglit. Ho
was on thc traick cf his bride! Furnished with uew shees and food,
and refrcshed with sleop, they startcd en their return. The trail
was clear enough at first, thougli the Little Snake,%voudered how slie
liad corne by s0 strangte a fr-iend as a large deg. AUl parties, how-
ever, were soon, at fault. The river wa8 reached where Thce-kis-ho
liad hidden lier trail, and it now becanie requisito te lie, according
te the werds of the chief, "Iai eye." Thie Roaming Panther fo)l-
iowed one bank of the streani, while Mark and Matonaza followed
the other, for a long trne ln vain. The bank was liard and recky
or pebbly, and net a trace of the Indian girl was te be found.

IlUghr!" said the young chief suddenly.
They were standing neanr a stunted bush, and tiiere, on thc

ground, were sorne faint traces of a camp, ivith sonie fish-bones
abandoned by thc dog. The party lialted, and after a few words of
congratulation, supped on a couple of wiid ralibits and a partridge,
ali the resuits of the day's chase, ceoked by means of the stunted
b)ranches and trunk of thse bush. It began 110w te be vcry cold;
and when the trio in their turn .comrnenced ascending the guiiy by
which Thee-lds-lio crossed the Rocky Mountains, tic blast blew
chili and keen. ilere, tee, lu these stony lis they lest ail trace
of the girl.

Frorn that heur, indeed, the trait wasw~he1Iy lest te thera. Se
mnuch tiine wvas consu:ned ln liunting for it, in loeking for provi-
sions, and in roaming hither and thither, that the snow ovcrtook
them before they bad passed Uic lake where the yeung girl lied
kilied the deer. It becarne alniost useless te preceed, and yet thse
chief resolved on continuing thse scasch. A hut was crected, a firc
inade, and then the three moen parted in searcli of gaine-one re-


