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CONTRACTS OPEN,

GugLPH, ONT.—~E. J. Pretent will crect a new
flom mill 10 take the place of the one destroyed
by fice a few days ago.

ST. THOMAS, ONT.—It is the intention of the
proprictors of the St, Thomas Journal 10 erect a
new building in the spring.

NEWMARKKT, OnT.—Plans have been ndopted
for a new Model School, and tenders will be
immediately invited for the work. *

V. TORONTO JuNCTION, ONT—-It is considered
probable that the project for the erection of a new
High School-will be carried out the present year,

BRANTFORD, OxT.—The Waterous Engine
Works Co. will ercct new works but aire unde-
ciced yetwhether the location will be Brantford
or elsewhere.

KINGSTON, ONT,—It hasbeen decided thatthe
new dormitory at the military college shall ke built
of stone instead df brick ; therefore, new tenders
will be asked for.

ALLANDALE, ONT.—It is understood to be
the intention of the G. T. Ry. Co. to build a
round house at this point, capable of accomnio.
dating 6o cngines.

SARNIA, ONT.—The purchase of the right of
way for the G.T.R.'s proposed ncw line from
Glencoe to the Sarma branch is being made.
Construction will begin in the spring,

PorT Hore, ONT.—The syndicate which
recent y purchased Perthyn Park  will shortly
commence the crection of a §5,000 hotel. It is
also proposed to erect & number of summer
cottages.

NIAGARA FALLS, ONT.~Itis reported that the
location for a new bridge has been made acrose
the Niagara river directly below the miills, at the
north cnd of the Niagara Falls. ‘The Canadian
Pacific Railway is understood to be interested in
the undenaking.

CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I.—The nccessity and
advisability of constructing it sub-marine tunnel
to connedt the Island with the main land is being
pressed upon the auention of the Dominion
Government.  The estimared cost of the work
is $3,000,000. The interest on this amount at
4% is shown 1o be less than the amount at present
necessary to maintamn connection with the main
land,

VARCOUVER, B. C.—The Market Committee
has been instructed to have a clock placed in the
tower of the proposed new market building.~The
question of permanently paving the central busi.
ness streets of the city has received the attention
of the Board ot Works, and the engineer is pres,
paring plans and specifications of the different
classes of pavenient in general use for the infor-
marion of the Council of 1891,

OTTAWA, ONT.—A company is seeking incor-
poration for the purpose of building a milway
from a point in the Township-of Wright, Otlawa
County, through the Townships of \Wrght,
Allc)n. Leslie, ‘Thorne, &c, 10 Renfrew, with
power to bridge the Ottawa river near Portage Du
Fort.—The portion of the Russcll House de-
stroyed by fire a few days ago will be re-built at
once.—The promoters of the Montreal & Ottawa
Railway recently mterviewed the Depi, ¢f Rail-
ways and Canals regarding termina) f'lClhlu.s
here, and expect to obtain the Government's
approval of their plans for bridging the Nation
river.—The Council will seek 1o procure legista-
tion to cnable it to erect public bashs.

MosTrEAL, QUE.—A building permit has
been granted Mr. Alph. L. Archeveque, 268
Mortealm St., for the crection of two 3-storcy
wood and brick dwel.ings on Montcalm §t., cost

$6,000.—A mecting of members of the Bench
and Bar is obe held a few days hence to con-
sider whether it would not be a wiser cxpcnduuxc
of public moncy to crect & new court house than
to attempt to alter the existing bnilding.—The

Board of Trade will endeavor to fnduce the Gov-
ernment 10 reconsider the adopted plan for en.
larging the Cornwall canal, to the end that the
interest of navigation and the water power de.
pendent on the efficiency of that great work niay
be more fully considerced by competent engineers,
=1t is recommended that safety deposit vaults be
crected in the Court House, and a fireproof
bullding for the protection of the archives.

ToroxTO, ONT.—~The congregation of ‘I'rinity
Methodist Church are raising the necessary funds
for the erection of a Sunday school building,—The
Government's appraval of the plans for the pro.
posed high level bridge over the Don has not yet
been given. The City Engincer states that the
bridge will be constructed under the supervision
of the Works Department.—The widemng of
Queen street subway is estimated to ¢ost §9 000,
‘The incoming council will deal with the question
of carrying out the work.—The City Engincer in
his estimates for 1891, asks for appropriations as
follows for public works: Reconstruction Jarvis
street sewer crossing Esplanade, $5,000; dredging
sewage from slips and Fredenick st. wharf, §2,00u;
wharf repairs and extensions at foot ot Frederick
street, §3,500; engiue, boiler and machinery for
sawing blocks, tools and repairs, $3.500; recon.
struction of Striachan ave. bridges over G,1% and
C.P.R., s12,000; filling Cat Fish pond, $23.000;
groynes on west shore of Island, §t.0co; asphalt
and other pavements dnd sidewalks, §7¢6,0¢0;
sewers, $190,000.—The senate of the Toronto
University have adopted plans for a new library
building, the estimated cost of which is s70,c00.
Mr. D. B. Dick is the architect.—The Deminivn
Government has arranged for the construction « f
a break-water along the northern edge of the sand
bar immediately south of Queen's wharf, the
length of which will be 3,500 feet, width, 12 feet
height, 20 ft. loaded with stone and planked.—It
is reported that the Dominion Bank has purchased
the south-cast cor. of King and Jarvis streets and
will commence in May the ercction of a new
building.—=The details are being arranged in con.
nection with the proposcd extension of the Met-
ropolitan St. Ry. to Richmond Hill.—A by-law
has been introduced into the City Council com.
pelling the crection of fire escapes on alt public
buildings, theatres, factorics, etc., of over three
stories height.=<The Courts have agreed toamend
the order in the matter of the Dundas st. bridges
so as to cnable the City Council on two-thirds
majority to contribute one-half the cost of con-
struction,

CONTRACTS AWARDED.

ToroxTO, ONT.—The following tendurs have
been aceepted by the Public School Board for the
crection of a new  school in connection with the
Orphans’ Home: Thos. Jones, masonry, $2,746;
John Wilson, carpenter work, $3,350; John Reg-
gin, roofing, $478: Taylor & Wheeler, painting,
$290; T. Gander & Son, plastering, $355: John
Douglas & Co., galvanized iron, $114: Smead,
Dowd & Co.. heating, so15: Fred Armstrong,
plumber, §72.—The Board of Works has accepted
the following tenders : St. Lawrence: Foundry for
iron pipe for the extension of the Berkeley strect
sewer, at §39 per ton of 2,000 pounds.—Accept-
ance is recomnmended of the following tenders for
sewer pipe required by the City dusing 3891 :—
AMERICAN PiE.—Wm, Maguire, loion‘o—
Sewer pipe—6-in., 12% cents, g-in., 23 cents,
12-in., 335 cents, 15-in., 53 cents, 18-in., 8o
cents 3 inverts—1 It 2in., X 1.ft, 7-in., 35 cents,
ax3 ft., 48 cents ; stoppers—6.in., 6 cents, g-in.,
9 cents; curves, clbows and hends—6 in., 45
cents, g-in., 87 cents, 12-in., $1.40, 16-in., $1.95.
18-in., $3; Junctions, 2 ft. lengths—6-in., off 12-
in., $1.53. G-itt. off 12-in., s1.53. 6-in. off 15-in.,
$2.15. 9-in. off 15:n., $2.15, 6-in. oft'18.in. and
9in. off 18in. $2.95. ScoTCn PIrE —Wm,
MceNally & Co., Montreal.—Sewer pipe—6.in,.
12 cents, ¢-in., 22°cents, 12-in., 30 oeuts..135:in.,
45 cents, 18-in., 6o cents; inverts—1 fi. 2in. x

”*

1 ft. 9-in., 2734 cemts, 2 X 3 fu., 373 cents; stop-
pers—6-in,, § cents, g-in., 9 cents; curves,
clbows and Lends—6.in., 36 cents, 9-in., 69
cents i 124n., $1.12, 150, $1.40, 1B-in, $2;
Junctions=-6-in. off 12.in. und g¢-in. off 12.in.,
$1.10, 6:in. off 15:in., and g.in. oft 1§.in., $1.60,
6-in, off 18.in. and g.in. off18 in., §2.25. Cana-
DIAN Prrg.—Hawmil on and Toronto Sewer Pipe
Co.—Sewer pipe—6-in., 103% cents, g-in., 17
cents, 12-in., 22% cents, 15-in., 33% cents, 18-
in., 86X cents; inverts—1 f. 2.in, X 1 ft. g.im.,
28 cents, 2x3 ft., 39 cents; stoppers—6 and 9-
in., 5% cents 3 curves, elbows and Lends—6.in,,
333 cents, g-in., 56} cents, 12-in., g9 cents, 15-
in,, $2.23, 18in., §2.50. 6-in, off 12.in, and g-in.
off 12-in., go cents, 6an. off 15-1n, and g-in. oft
15-in., $1.40, 6-in. off 18-in, and gn. off 18.4n.,
$2.— It is recotnmended that the tender of Messrs.
Wm. MeNally & Co., for the supply of the
necessary special inverts in cennection with the
repairs to be done in the Garnson Creck Sewer,
at the price of go cents per lineal foot delivered,
be accepted.

KINGSTON, ONT.—The following are the fig-
ures submitted to the water works department for
1he laying and supplying of the suction pipe: J.
J. Miller, ¢5.000 for material only; Rousseau,
Montreal, §8.735: F. Mills, $15.480; McNamee,
$16.620: Brown Mfg. Co., Belleville, 8,847, for
material only; Craig & Brown, $13.386; Kingston
Foundry Co., $13.345. Mr. Rousseau asked to
be allowed t9 add $1,000 to is tender on account
of an error.  ‘I'he Council allowed the tender to
be increased by $:00 at which amount it was
aceepted.

A writer has recently culled attention to
the unappreciated uses and preservative
qualities of soapstone, a material, he says,
which possesses whut may be regarded as
extraordinary qualities m withstanding at-
mospheric influences, those; especially,
which have so much to-do with the cor-
rosion of iron and steel ; and from experi-
ments made, it is said that no other ma-
terial is capable of taking hold of the fibie
of iron and steel so readily and firmly as
this. In China, soapstone is largely used
in preserving structures built of sandstone
and other stones liable to crumble from
the effect of the atmosphere; and the
covering with powdered soapstone in the
form of paint, on some of the obelisks in
that country, composed of stone liable 1o
atmospheric deterioration, has bLeen the
means of preserving them intact for bun.
dreds of years.

For the floors of buildings in which
heavy loads-are stored, all girders should
be tested before being, put in place. This
isa very simple job and an inexpensive
one. The girders arc taken in pairs, and:
laid on their sides on blocks of wood or
tollers ; strong iron straps are passed over
their ends, and a hydraulic cylinder placed
between them in the centreto put pressure
upon them; one acta as an abuuncm 1o
the.other. A firic Wire may be stretched
along the inrer flange of cach glrdcr be-
fore it is strained, from which to medsure.
the deflcction underthe strain.  When the
full sxyorking load 15 on:the gnrdem, cach
one should' not deflect moré thim -Ghe-
hundredth of an inch for eachfoot of span.
The.maximum working load. should- not
exceed one-fourth of the brc'\kmg weight,
and, if heavyutrolleys are running over the
floor, not more than one-fifth.



