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CONTRACTS OPEN.

Gtflt.ttt., ONT.-E. J. pre!ent wi erect a siew
flous ntili ta take tue place oftie ane destroyed
by ire a1 (ew tinys ago.

ST. 'THOMAS. OIN'.-it is the intention of the
proprietors of tite St. Tlhonissa Joi- mal ta erect ni
ntew building in lise spring.

14 %VmîAR)zrT. ONT.-Pans hav'e bcen ndopted
for a ncw Model Sebsoui, and tcenders wçiil be
itttineiit..y invitted (or thse svork.

IV. ToRONrOJtnIZC'rîoN. O.<-It isconsidered
probable tisat the project for tise trectlon of il, tsew
liis Seisooi-wiii be carriedi o1t tise present yenr.

BRIANTFORD. ONrz.-The Wateros:s Engine
%Worcs Co. %viii ereet new works but ntietunde.
cieed yet whether tise location wili bc l1intford
or elsewisere.

KINGSTON, OarT.-It hasben dteided that tise
new darasitory nt thenîiilitary coliege sill Lic built
cf stolle instead df brick; tiierefore, new tenders
wiii be asked for.

ALLAS'DALE, INT.-lt iS understood to be
tise intention of the G. r. Ry. Ca. to build a
round house ati titis point, capable ofaccottnmo.
diting 6<> engines.

SARNIA. O$rz.-,rhc purchase of the rigit of
wvay for tise G.T. R.'s proposed new fine frons
Giencoe ta tue &trnia, bnnis is bcing lide.
Construction li begin in1 the spring.

PaleT* Hot'E. ONT.-Tse syndicale which
recènt y ptrcitaksed Perrhyns Plark li sitortiy
commence tise crection af a $5.000 bsoîi. It is
iso proposed Io ereet a nunîber of sunsmer

cottages.
NIAGARlA FALLS, OST-Il is reported lisat tise

iac-atioît for'a new bridge has been nmalle across
tise N igara river direeîiy beicsw tise radlis at tse
noins end of tise Niagara Falls. Tise Cnas:tdian
Pacitic Riilway is underslooci ta be intereste<i in
the ssndcrtaking.

C:il.RLorrFrows. .RE.I.-Tse neessity and
advisabiiîy of construcling a -ub.nsnrine tunnel
to connàt 'lie Island vili lise main land is beîng
presseci upous tise attention of the Donminion
Governntient. l'ie estinsia'ed cosî or tite work,
is $S.ooo,oo. Tise inhcrest on this nmottot ai
4% il show:' taIo ez tlitain Ilte nount aI prescrit
necessziry to s:naintaitn Connection with tite nmain
]and.

VANCOUVER. B3. C.-Tie Mirkct Coninsitlte
bas been instructed ta isave a dlock piaeed in tbe
lower of the proposedl ncw nmarket building.-Thse
question or perminentiy paving tise centrai busi.
ness streets of te eity lias reeeived tise attenstion r
Of te PÀoarci ai Works. andi thse engineer is prc.,
paring plans and specifirations of tise difrerent
classes of paventent in gtnerni use for Isle infor.
marlon o! tise Council of 189:.

OrrAWA, O.NT.-A company is seek'ing incor-
poration for thse purpose of building a .raiiy
froin a point in tite Townshsip-oof Wright, Ottnwis
Couaty, tisrougs te Townshsips of \Vr gl:t.
Alicyn, L-eslie. 'Mlorne, &c . ta Rcnfrew, %vîisi
podwer to bridge tise Ottawva river neir i'ortae Ds
Fort.-Tle portion of tise .Ruesell liouse de.
stroyed by fire a few days ago wiii bic rc.buiit a.I
on=e-Tse proinoters or tise Montreal & Oîtavva
Railiy recenîiy :ttrt dtise Dept. cfRail.
ways -and Canais regarding tîern:înal facilitics
isere, and rxpe:ct ta abtain Itle Governme .nt-s
approval of tiseir platns for bridging tise Nation
rivecr.-Tsc Couneil wili ecel to prtte irgisia.
lion 10 eniable it to ereet pubic ba:iss.

ONtEt.QUE-- busilding perms, lias
iseen granted Mr. Alph. L Areievtque, 268
Mlor.tcint Si.. for tise cection Of twO 3.StOreY
Wood and. brick dwvel.ings on Monîcaltîs St.. cost
e.,go.-A meeting of mrmbtrs 0f lis- hencit
and Bar is a be ilt n fewv d-ys ltestce ta con-
sider %vhiser it %voulci not iser a viser expentiule
of public money ta ercet a newý court isouse tis.'n
ta atlcmpt. ta aller lise e.'isting bniliting.-Tse

B3ard of Trade ivili enderivor ta lndc tise Gov.
ernnietst 10 reconsidrr tise adopt'd plan for e::.
issrging tise Cornwalil canassl, la tise end tlit lise
lîsterest of navigation anti tite W.-ter pawver de.
pendent o:: the efrtcie:ncy of tisaI greal worc nity
be ::sore (uiiy considered by conspetent engitteers.
-It is reconutended thaI safeîy deposil vaulis be
crected in tite Court Hotise. and a fireproof
bu:ildling for tise protctlions of tise archives.

TOROaNTrO Os"r.-Te congregation ou'1rinity
Metisodist Cisurci art- raisi:îg tise neccssary fun:ds
for tite erectiot oira Sunday scitool Ituilding.-Tishe
Governtenes atlprovkil of te pîlans for te plio.
posed igl leei bidîge over ti:c Don h.ss not yet
bS.n giv. si. Tise City Engtneer suates titat lise
bridge wiii bc constratteed :ncler thse supervîs'on
of tise W~urks Deipartmcnt.-The îriîening of
Queen Street subvay is estintaied 10 coýt $90co.
Tris inconsing castacti wvill dentl iis the question
ofearrying oct tise work.-'ihe City Envinteer in
itis estintates for t891, nsks for appropriaitions as
follaiss for psublic wvork's - Reconstruction Jarvi.
street sewer erossing Esplainadle. sS,ooo; dredg.tsg
sewaige frottt slips and Fretienck si. Whsarf, $2,oOO.,
wh-larf rep.:irs and extensions .it fOot ut Frecrick
Street. $3.500; etligitte. boiler andi nacisinery for

saigblocks, tlis a:td repairs. $3,5S00 recolt-
structios ofSintcsan aive, bridges over G.T. anîd
C.l>.i.. Smooo0<: filling Cal Fisi pond. $25.oco;
groynes on vtesi sisore of Island. $t,oco. a>phli
and otiser ravenients i'nd sidewaiks, $7c6.oco;
seacys, $igo.ooo.-Tlie sensate of lte Tioronto
University have tdopte(l plans for a new iibrary
building. tise esti:tîated cost of vvicis is $7o.cOO'
Mr. D. B3. Dick is tihe atrcliituc.-*ise Domsinion
Govemment lias arranged for tise construction t
a lirrak.water alang the nortiîcrn ecige of tise sa:td
bar ins:nediateiy soti of Quce-n's îsisarf, thse
length osf whiict ivili ho 1.50> ect. wiîdtlt,ý 12 ct
iseiglit. 2o> il. liaded wistitone and pla:tked.-It
is reported] ltha tise Donminioin B3ank lias purcl:a'cd
the south.cslt cor. of King and Jarvis strets anc

w]contmence is May tise crectioît of a stev
bsilding.-'l'e details are iseing arrangcd in cots.
nection with lise proiooscd extension of tise \Iet-
ropolitan St. R>'. 10 Richmntîd Hill.-A by.iawv
lias been introduccd iîtto tite City Council coin.
peiiing tise crection of tire escapes on aI publie
buildinRs, tisetres. factories. etc.. of over ilret
stories iseiglit.- -l'lieCourts have agreed toainiend
tse order in tise malter of tise Dundas st. bindges
so ls îo enable the 0City Council on two.tisirds
nsajority 10 contribtte one.hlif tise cost of con.
structson.

CONTRACTS AWARDED.
TroRo\To, ON'r.-'lhe following t%:ttdsrs btave

becîs accepîed by Isle public &iîool Board for tise
erection o! a ncw scisool in connîection iviti tise
Orphsns' Hionte: ''thos. Joncs. :ttasonry. $2,749;
Johsn W~isoit. carpenter ivoris. $3,350; Johtn Rcg-
gin. rà'ofing. $473;: Taylor & Wieeler, pain ting,
$29o; '1. Gander& Son, plastering. $355; John
Douglas & Co.. gaivanlized iron. 5124;- Smeaid,
Dosvei & Co.. iseating, sgxS: Fred Arntstrong,
pluicbr. $7 .- TIhc lkslsrd ofW\orks ias accepîc.d
lise following tenders : St. ILsvrLnc.i Foundry for
iron pipe for tise extension o! tise lk-rkeieyj %Iret t
sewer, i s139 per ton oif 2.000 pouisdb.-Accept-
ance is reca:nnscnded of Ille following tenders for
sewNcr pýpc rc.quirecl ty te City dtsting t8Sgt
A>îEltIN i':E- n.Maguire. 'Ioton'o-
Sewer pie-.n,12% cents. 9-ili.. 23 centç,
52.311. 35 cents, 15.31.. 53 cents, i8-in.. 8o
cents ; inverts-: IL. 2 in.. x Lift. 7-111.. 35 cents.
2x3 (t.. 48 cents; bioppers-6.in., 6 cents,. 9.in..
9 cents, cur-ves, clhows nd hcncls-6 in.. 45
cents, 9.in., 87 cents. S2iî:.5.40, s6-in.. $1.95.
z8-mn. $3 ; juttetions. 2 ft. lengths-ý6-in.. off 12-
in., 51.53. 5ç.its. Off 12-ifS., 51.53. 6.ist. off î.î.
s2. 15. p.in. off zS'in., 52.15S. 6-in. off,:8Min. and
9i.51 on Oi 8-in. 52.95. :ScoTCi t~- '

NNally & Co., Montreail.--Stewr ptpe.-6.in..
là cents5, 9tt.22 CentS, 12-i11.. 30 cts.Si,
45 cents.* iS.iii., 6o cents;- invýrs-i fi. 2.111. x

1 (t. 9491.. 2794 cents, 2 x 3 (t., 3734 cents;- %tOP-
pers-6i5., 5 centIs, 911:.. 9 cents ; citrves,
elliovs and bends-6.In.. 36 cents, 9.ifl.. 69
cents ;, 12.ifl., 51.12, î $n. 5.40. z8Jn.. $2
julnet;on--6ils. off 12.tn. a:nd 9111. off 1.1.
Si. so. 6.iin. off :S.in.. anci g.in. cil xS.in.. $:.6o.
6.in. off î8.în. nnd 9111. off tO inl., $2.25. CAA
nImS t:.FIu, on and Toronto Sewcer Pipe
Cuo.--Seer pp-.6.în.. to% cents, 9111.. 97
Cents. 12.în.. 229 cents. iS*in., 3359 cents, is.
in., 569( cents ; invrs-s rt. -2.in. X r ft. g.ii..
213 cents, 2x.1 t., 39 cents ; stoppcrs-6 and g-
in., 5ý cents- cuçvt!s, clbo\u< .und btnds--6:in..
33Y. cents, 9.111.. SG6< cents. 12-in.. 99 cents, 15-
in., $2.25. 18.mn.. $2.5o. 6-mn. off s2-ini. and g.jfl*
off 52.311., go> cents, 6.::t. off zç-:n. and 9.30. oft
15-Rn.. $1.40. 6-in. off i8.in. and 9-in. off 18.tn..
52.-l is reconetiedd itat lie tender of \srS
Wm. Me4Iy& Ca.. for the -turply of the
necess.-trv specii jflverts in crnnection with the
repoir.. to bc donc in the Garrtson Creck Sewer.
nt the pricc of go cents per iineil foot dcimvercd.
bc nccepted.

KINGSTON. O~.Tefoiiowing ate tise fig-
ures subitied to thc water vior ll departiltent for
itle iying and supplying of the çtIction piîse: j.
J. Mililer. s5.900 for nitcriail oniy;: Rousseau,
Mon0treai. $8.735s; F. NMilis. $15.480; '%cN.Itnee.
ss6.6.,o; BrOwvn Mrg. CO.- i3leiie'ie. $8.847. for
sisaieria:i oniy; Craig & Blrown. $13,386; Kingston
Fountiry CO., $13.345. Mr. Rousseau za'ked 10
lie aiiowed to acid $:.Ooo ta bis tendcer on accouint
of an error. 'lThe Council aiiowed lthe tender to
lie incrcased l>y 5:02 :st wiîich amounst i was
aceepteci.

A writcr lias recently calied attention to,
the unapprcciatcdl uses and preser-vative
qutî:tiîs of soapstonc, a nmatrial, lie says,
which possesses w'htt inay be rcgarcd as
extraordinary qxsatites in withstantiing at-
sssospheric influences, those, especilily,
wisich havec so much to'do wvith the cor-
rosion of iron and steel ; and front experi-
ilicnîs miace, it is said that no other Ma-
terial is capable of lalking hold of the fibte
of iron andl steeli so rcadily and finffIy as
this. In China, soapston ie is largçly used
in preserving structures built of sandstone
and other stones liable ta crumble (rant
the eTiect of thce ainiOSpbCe; an'd the
covering with pow'dercd sonpstone in the
forn of paint, on sorte- of the obelisks in
that country, composed of tonle Ii:sble ta,
atînospheric deterioration, ha5 been the
matis of preserving themt intact for bts.
dreds of ycars.

For tise floors or buildings in which
hea%,y loads are stored, ail girders should
bc tîested before being,puit in place. This
is a v'ery Simple job asnd an inexpensive
ane. Tise girders arc taken in patirs, and-
laid on their sides on blocks of wopd or
rollers ; strong iran straps ;tre passed Ovs-
thecir ends. anci a hydraulic cylinder placed
belween then) in the centre Io put pressure
upon th lsm; one acîs 'as a «n minemnt to
the.othér. *A.finrvis're màay be-strcîched
along tise inrer flange of cach girder lie-
fo.re it is straincd, from which ta incisutre
the deflciion under the siraixs. \%Vlienllhe
fll .,ork'ingIoad ison.>thc girdcr,.cacli
one slhou1d-nul 'cec morè than 'o(he.
hund *redth of an inch for eachToot ofspan.
Tise ma\imnum wvoiking loaid. should. not
C%,cped ont.faurîhi of the breaking Nyeighl,
and, ifht'yîroîcys «Ire running over Ille
floor, not tiiore thats one-if'tlî.
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