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GOOD STREETS.*
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Berlin, Ont.
A grcat movenient bas anisen during

the past few years for I'Good Roads.» It
is the purpose oftbe writer in this paper
to totuch upon the kindred question of
'aGood Streets," keeping in view, more
particularly, the needs of the villages,
towns, and snialler chties of Ontario, and
il is boped that the discussion by tire
members of the Association %vil] contain
much valuable experience gained through-
out tire prov'ince.

LoCA-'TION-A few of the older town
sites were laid out by the government
usuially wbere, at the tume of tire survey of
the district, a considerable population had
gathered. In this way the town of Nia-
gara (foriaerly Ne- drk), at one time the
seat of the Government, came to posses is
its broad and wvell located streets. Later
on the Canada Company, wben sub-divid-
ing ils wild lands in the province, aise
laid out sites for future towns, that on
which il, City of Stratford now stands
being one planned by their surveyors.
However, a great miany of our present
population have neyer bad the arlvantage
of any well considered plan for the loca-
tion of the streets. At some wvater vrivi-
lege a grist Mill wvas perbaps first bouit,
soon to bc followcd by a blacksmitb's
shop, a general store, a bioiel, and a few
dwvelb ng bouses, located on a more or Iess
direct trespass road leading to the nearest
Goemnment road allowance This road
bas probably for years been ail that the
bamlet required tilI tte advent of a rail-
way brougbr a dem-ind for more building
lots. Some enterprising owner of adjoin-
ing Laitda then decided ta supply the de-
mand and located new streets as he
thougbt best, ta enable bimn to seil his
lots. Fortunately during the last forty-
years, oui laws bave required tbat befôre
deeds of tiiese lots should be registered, a
plan, prepared by some provincial land
surveyor, should be filed in the Registry
office. Thus the land owner bad the
assistance of a more or Jess competent
man, ivhose advice, bowever, he 'vas free
to follow or disregard. Usually the
owner's object lias been to get the greatest
number of lots out of a given area with
little consîderation for the future, and so
we orien sce neiv. strcets laid out wibout
any regard te existing streets, or to bature
extensions and witbout any examination
as to grade or drainage. It is bîgb lime
that tbis lack of svstenm be remedied and
the writer wvould suggçst that ail plans be
assented to by tire Municipal Council be-
fore tbey may be filed, and not, only those
showing streets of less tban standard
width, as the law now is..

Paper Ila beforc the OntarSo Association of Îr-
vinàà iLad Surveyors, Toronto.

WIDîii.-Tlhc Registry Act now re-
quiresthlat allplans witb streets 'of less
than the standard widtlî of 66Mt. must be
assentedi te by resolution of the Municipal
Council, but tbis assent is fair to0 easîly
obtnined by an influential land-owncr.
A by-law of tbe counicil sbould be re-
quired to be carried by a two-tbirds vote
at its third madling, before any plan show.
ing new streets is flled ; and wlbcre tire
widtb is less tban 5o fi. it sbould be con-
firmed by the County Council, as is now
required when a Township or Village
Council opens up a street less than 66ft.
in widtb.

A greater widtb than 66ft. is seldom
rcquired even for a busy city street, and
for residential streets 6ofî. is an ample
widtb and probably 5oft is sufficient in
Most cases, as tbe tendency in the country
towns is to allow tbe tinttavelled portion
ta become overgrown with grass and
weeds; bow.ever, witb streets as narrow as
this, a "build ing line"l should be laid
down on every plan, say 25 feet from the
street lin;, so that the rows of bouses
wvould really be 100 feet apart on a 5ort.
street. Where comparatively narrow
streets are laid out, the owner of tire
property can afford to dedicate an occas-
sional square or goi e as a public park,
and as years roll by these w.ill be tire
"alongs Il or the future city.

CROSS-SECTION.- A business street
sbould have sidewalks at from eigbî to
twelve feet in '.vidtb sligbtly inclined to-
'yards tbe gutters. At the edge of tbe
w.alk there sbould be a nearly vertical
curb sepaat;ng the walk frein the carrnage
w.ay wbicb occupies the balance of tbe
street surface. A îesidental street unless
.talculated for street car tracks, does not
require more than ttventy-four feet be-
tween the curbs for the cari inge îvay and
from four ta six feet wili be wide enougb
for the walks, while rte remainder of the
street service should besodded. In soine
cases the walk is placed upon tbe prop-
erty lîne and separatcd fromn the carnage
îvay by the sodded portion, î%ile in others
thîe walk is placed along tire curb, and
again in sume <cv i.ases the alk divides
the sodded portion it two parts. When
the îvalk is placed along the curb, the
sodded portion really beconies, to al
intents and purposes, a part of the
adjacent property and as sucli will un-
doubtedlly have better care taken of it, and
if a row of sbade trees is planted b -eteeen
the w.alk and the liouses, no unsighdly
fer.ces ill be required, and in aidition
the trees will, not be damaged by being
uscd as hitching posts for horses. How-
ever, the chief advantage îs that in streets,
having a 'atîtled » cross-section il is mucîz
e2sier to fit in the street grade to suit the
properties, and it is aiso easier ta arr.4nge
street inter5ections %Nhen tbe %alks are
along tirie curb lines.

GRIa. a11 very few of out towns is
the attempt mnade Io fix the grades on
streets ; bence a person about to erect a
building is unable te formn any idea of the
proper elevation at wbich te put tbe
ground lloor so that it nîay conforin with
the finished surface of the street, and it is
a common occurrence ta flnd buildings

too loy- -ild otiiers set ridicuously ligli ila
order to be out of lîarnis wvay. Every
village, towi and city should have 'tire
gra des of ils prinicipal sticets fixed by
by-law, as this power is apparently given
ta cvery Municipal Council by tire Muni-
cipal Act (Sec. 55o), wvlich provides that
counicils «I may pass by-lawvs for opening,
making, presurving, improving, repairing,
widening, altering, diverting or stipping
up roads, streets, squares, alleys, lanes,
bridges, or other public communications,
and for entering upon, breaking tip, talc-
ing or using any land ini any way neces-,
sary or coiîvenient for the said purposes ;
for setting apart and laying out such por-
tions of any sticb roads, strcets, squares,
alleys, lanes, bridge.- or other communi-
cations, as the Council may decii. neces-
sary or expedient for tbe purpose of car-

riag ways, boulevards and sideavalks, or
for tele improvement or beautifying of the
saine t

SILIEWALKS-Wood bas until recent
years been the usual material, used in the
construction of sidewalks, altlîough expent-
sive stone flagging lias been used ta a
limtted extent in tire larger cihies. A
mixture of coal-tar «and gravel, erroneous-
ly called asphrait, bas been tried in a
number of places but uisialîy witb poor
resulis. However, since the general intro-
duction of Portland ceinent, at bas become
possible, wvîtb the addition ofsand and
gravel only ta make artificial stone walks
th-at are satisfactory in every respect, and
the cheapest of ail %valks wvben the fle-
lime is consiaered. A harder and more
durable w.alk is made with crusbed granite
instead of sand, in the w.earing surface,
but it bas tbe disadvantage of being very
slippery under certain conditions.

CUx.-n gavelled or macadamized-
residential sireets cedar planking férmnsan
inexpensive curb, but w.nere a more per-
manent roadway is ta be constructed,
stone curbing shnt-. be used. The writer
howve~r, sees no reason why artificial
stone curbing of stiperior form and cap-
able of being laid wvith dloser joints, could
not be mide ai hiaîf the cost of cut stone.
1RoADvi.-In the majority of towns

baving good gravel close at hand tbis
materi continues ta be used for the sur-
facing of ail cxcept the busiest streets, as
a gond gravel roadtwav thoroughly tîle
drained can be mnade for 25 cents per
square yard. For streets hdvinx more
ttaffic a good macadami roadway with
stune found,îtuon can be laid for less than
40 cents pet square yard provided suit-
able stone may be obtained. within 5o
miles by rail. Wood as a paving ma-
teriat for roadwayb îs nowv practically out
of the field. In our larger ciî ics tiiere is
a demand for a roadway with a nminimum
of dust and dirt and a smooth soi ft,î
concrete foundcation is the first reqt tIe
and on top of this tire surfacing nia.. lal
is placed. Asphalt at tire piesent tinteý is
very popular, but the cost is greai, being
f rom $2 tO $2.75 per square yard accord-
ing te specification. Vitrifled brick is
used very largely in the Western States;
but as ail brick is now imported, rit bas
not been used t0 any great extent in
Canada, and on a concrete foundation is
no cbeaper than asphaît. For the beaviest
traffic of a cîty street granite sets on con-
crete foundatian are used, costing about
$4 per square yard.

1>AY24ENT OF' CoST.-3efore n-uch-pro-
gress can be made in any town tawards
good strepts the local împrçvement
systemn muet beadopted, and ta avoid any
chance of trouble in the future a by-law
sbould be submittcd te the people pro-
viding that ail street impr.oveinents shali
be paid for by special assessment on the
property bcnefitted and according ta the
mrontage thercof.

Merci, 14, 1895


