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QUESTIONS AND ANSYWERS.

Will Mr, D, A, Jones please answer
the following questiona in the Caxa.
DIAN FARMER |

1. Are queens raised by dnving col-
onies to the necemity of raisin% them,
as stated in Cook's Manual, Ch. 9, as
good in every respect as if raised in
the usual way 7 -

2. Un page 177 of Cook’+ Manual
wo aro informed of tho evils of nacural
~warming, while on page 6 of the
epecimen number rent around last
year thero is objoction mado to divid-
ing, rather recommending swarming.
Which is really beat is best known to
those who have bad most expericuce.
Picase state for the benefit of thoss
who havo bad less experience,

Epward Moore,
Barrie, May 27th, 1682.

REPLY.

1.Colonies forced to raise queens, not
fromstrength or the swarming anpulse
are not usunl:{v as good oras long lived
a3 those raised under the more faver-
able condition.

2. Thoso who have not had much
experienceshonld not practice artificial
swarming, as natural swvarming is the
best unless the artificial swarming 15
dono by an experienced person and
then carefully and proligxly doane,

: . A. JoxEs,

-
. CURIOSITIES OF BELS.

The London Times gives ita reades
the following as some of the * curiosi-
“‘e3 of bees, which were believed in
an ~ut times, The wodern bee-
keep.: -~ill smile (and perhaps audi-
bly, too) ai’ 2any ofthestatements:

According to Virgil, Jupiter gave
the bee its marvelous habite, because
bees fed nim with honoy when, as an
infant, he lay conccaled in the Cretan
cave from his father’s search., The
Curetes, a Cretan tribe, used to danco
round the babe and drown his cries by
rattling brazen cymbals, whenca comes
the origin of swarms of bees at the
gresept da{ ]l:cing put_‘sucd[with much

an of keys against frying-
the f)‘le?x%f bein ugivemalq;,b:ﬂpiﬁisa’
noise is agrceable to them. Indeed,
Pliny, with questionable logic, argues,
because this clatter is always made
when bees swarm, therefore they must
bo gifted with tho sense of hearing.

Kirby, who wroto a most valuable
monograph on bees, eatimated that
there are about two hundred gnd fifty
species of them in England.

Itis genorally supposed that those
bees which aro peculiar to the Now
World are destitute of all offensive
woapons. Humboldt, however, ex-
plains that they have alings,gtimugh
comparatively feeble ones, and they
use them very scldom—only, in short,

when irritated and forced to defend
themsclves.  While <cated on the
enk over Carncay, in South Amorics,
o tellk uy, “determining the dip of
tho needle, I found my hauds covered
with a species of halry bee, a little
smaller than the honey-beea of the
north of Surope. These inscets made
their neats in the ground, they zeldom
fly and from the slowness of their
movements I should have supposed
thoy were henumbed by the cold of
the mountain. The peoplo call them
anglito« little an%elns, ccause they
vory seldom sting” (Cosieos, i, 435).

Among the nwinerous tribes of leafs
cuttivg and mason bees common in
Evgland, most posses<ors of gardens
must have noticed the ravages of tho
nugachile centunevleris, ono of the
former clasrr. It is much swaller than
tho hive bee, and cuts littlo segments,
as clear as if punched out by a ma.
chine, from the leaves of roacs and peas.
The operation 13 very speedily per-
formed when the bee has once made
her choico ; the strong wandibles go to
work, and soon tho bee flies off with
her green load. If followed, 1t will bo
found that her nest is situated 1n someo
palisado or gate-post. Tho creature
runs her tunnpels wto the wood by
means of thess powerful jawe, and
thon lines them with the picces of leaf.
They aro not fastened together, but
tho cells aro honey tight, and as fast as
they arv lined with leaves an egg is
dropped into cach. Perbaps Virgil,
Pliny, and the other ancient writexs
who speak of bees carrying ballast to
steady themselves in windy weather,
had witnessed the doings of leafcut.
ting bees, and confounacd them with
hive-beea,

The working bee never lives longer
than nine months, they labor o in-
cessantly it is supposed they wuever
gleep. The daily conswuption and
waste of a large hive of bees in sum-
mer may bo taken at two pounds of
honey , it will show themdustry of the
woiking bees to bear in mnd that, be-
yond thiy, such a bive in favorable
weather will ofter accumulate honey
to the amonut of four and six pouuds
daily. Indeed it iz upon record thata
bivo once gained twenty pounds of it
in two days.

It is curious that even wild bees can
soon be taught Lo recognize and refrain
from attscking people who approach
them. No wonder that the ancients
cstecmed them as divine; that their
poet laureate, according to the Platon-
ic philosophy, assigns them *a partici-

ation in the Supreme mind and in

eavenly influences ;” and that ancther
speaks of their power of presaging
wind and fino weather., Modern
science points out that the fructifying
of many flowars is due to the labor of
bees ip mingling tho polien ; and most
gardencrs must have noticed the diffi-
culty of preserving a pure strain of
any plaat when these active werkmen
have access to other varieties of it.

SIX FACTS FOR BHGINNERS.

I will offer for publication a few
facts which every bee.keoper ought to
know :

3. That the life of a worker beo
during the working scason is only from
six to cight weuvks’ duration and that
a large majority of them nover live to
geo soven weeks.

2. That a worker is from five to
six days old befqre it comes out of tho
hive for tho first time to take an air-
ing, and that it is from fourteen to
sixteen days old before it begins to
gather-cither pollen or honey.

3. That all swarmsecngaged in huild.
ing comb, when they bave not s fertile
queen build only dronecomb, and that
all the comb in thy lower or breeding

apartmont should be worker or brood
comb, except a very :mall quantity ef
drone comb, four inches square heing
amply -ullicient.

4 That thy mure prolitic the queen
ia tho woro )'cun,i bees yon have, and
the moro surplus honey will ba gath.
cred, otler things being wyual,

5. That you ought never to cent
woldy comba aut of the hives, for the
reasont you should never allow at o
become moldy.

5, That you ought nover to doubls
awarm s or stocks of beesin the tall, he-
¢aus0 yott ought to attend to that and
maxo thom strong during the mmwmer
by taking brood from tho strang atack
and giving it to the weaker.

e m - -
HOW BEES WINTERED IN NEW
BRUNSWICK.
W rittent for tho CANADIIN FARMLR

I thought I woulu contribute my
mite to the bee-keepors of Canada by
handing in my report falthongh not 4
very brilliant onv) of last winter

After doubling up weak colonies in
the fall, I started into winter quarters
with ten stocks prepared as follows .
fivoon summer standa packed with
six inches buckwheat hulls around ard
on top , and five in a dark room, np-
atairs, whero the thermometer ravged
from 20 to 36 degrees. Each had a
dwision board an cach «ide with chaff
cushions, loose chefl or halls m upper
story, and confined in from five ta ~ix
combr.

Now for the result. Apnl  18th,
thoso wintered wside were ULrought
out with four alive, anl fouralive out-.
dide ; but the worse was not over
thewn, for they have since dwindled to
fivo stocks, three of which were win-
tered insido and two outzide. I find
that those wintered outiide suffered
wost from spring dwindling, if that be

osaible, than those wintered inside,

hey would get to robbiog in spite of
all Icould do. 1 wonder how Mr,
Jones gets his bees to cover the combs
down to the hottom when they are
weak, for I found trouble with my
shallow L. frames. DPerhaps he never
bas any weak swarme

It has been ono of the coldest win-
ters over known in Now Brunswivk,
with a very cold and latespring.  The
first pollen waa gathered on May Gth.
I bavo come to tho conclusion that 1t
wount pay to winter bees on summer
stands here, as there are no warmdays
for them to fly. Betweeu Dec, 1st and
April 1st the thermometer nover got
higher than 35 or 40 degrecs, and that
oxﬁy two or threo times,

On June 5th we went out to try to
buy a few hives of becs but found it
impossible, as others were as badly of,
if not worse, than myself. One man
had aixteen stocks last fall and came
through with only sevea, all very
weak, Some had lost all.

I think that tho members of the
Oatario Bee-Keepers’ Association must
be asleep, I thought that cach mem.
ber was to send in his report by May
or June 1st. !low many have done
it? Some good articles have appeared
from Mr, D. A. Jones, Hon. L. Wall.
bridge and a very few others, but
these géntleruen have ot ~2id a word
about last winter,

Wake up, bec-kce;)en, and wnte for
your paper, and don’t letit go down.
If cach member would write two ar-
ticles a year it would give four every
week, which would be a great help to
Mr., MceXunight.

I sco by my paper that C. R. Tench
contemplatesstarting & 2¢  journal.
His subscribers will have to do botter
for him than they do for the FArMER,
or ho would not be able to get inatter
} enough.  Should he start it I will

give him my aid the first year, if not

too high in price, and promiso o write
three or four articlos for it to tho boat
of my ability. With rogand to size, 1
would ruggest eight pages, 6xd, aud
bo isued semi-monthly at about »0e
per year.  Of conreo this 1sonly a sug
gestion and muat be taken with dua
allowanee,
S, G, Ecepts,
Mouth of Netopry, Kings Ca N, R,
Juns 19th, 1882,

WASTED SWEETNESR,

Mr, W. Z. Hutchinson in tha Rurs!
Now Yorkor says :

“Thore is, probably, enough honev
that goea to waste for want of bees to
gathor it, to sweeten all the pics, eakes
and cookies that aro baked, Upon
unearly every eighty acre farm thero 1a
cnough honoy secroted by the flowers
cach year to furnish 1ts owner with
sweetening powor from honey-harvest
to honey-barvest. 1% 1s admitted by
our best apiarists that a fow colonics
in & place give better results than a
large number,, therefore if tho bees
wcroe scattored about, a few colonies at
each farm, thero would not baso much
sweetness wasted. To be sure, thera
are, and probably always will be,

cople who make a epecialty of bea-

eeping, owning their huudreds of
colonies ; and that fsall right ; it isto
such pereons as theso that we are in
debted for the improvements that hava
made beo-culture tho safe, pleasant
and profitable purenit it is; but this
need not deter any farmer from keop-
ing a few colonies of bees that will
+upply uis table with that most delici-
ous and healthful of aweots, pure
honey. They will probably find bee
keeping to bo ono of the most fascin
ating occupations in which thay wera
ever engaged.”

—. e an

ABSCONDING COLONIES,

Ualifornia bees are naughty thas sea.
son, Thoy have gotten into the habut
of absconding at a tereible rate. Oge
man juforms the California dpicultur.
»4 that be has capturcd thirty-tiwo, an.
other twenty, another thirteen, and
mauy others various numbers, These
have been captured mostly by placiog
hives and hoxes vut upon the mdes ol
the mountains or in ‘treo tops. One
gentleman saysthat he bad a number
~f hives piled up near s house ; his
attention was called to a few baes,
cleaning out a hive, the next day, about
1 o’clock, a swarm came and took
possession of the samo hive, He was
clearly of the opinion that the bhees
seen there the day previous ware
members of the xame swarm, and whn
were in search of a dwelling in whieh
to move. Thesame thing was notired
several times with like results,

A bive in June is a perfect study, a
model of order, work, necatness and
beauty, About nine o’clock at night
you can not do better than listen fora
quarter of an bour by your hives, and
you will hear an oratorio sweeter and
richer than you ever heard in Exetor
Holl.  Treble, tenor and bass are
blended in richest harmony; some-
times it sounds as the distant hum of
great city, and at other times as if the
apicrian choristers were attempting
halleluiabs which will swell from carth
to h:mavcn when all things aro put
right.

————

THERE i no more wholesonie or de-
licious fruit on carth than the Wild
Strawberry, and there is no more
effectual remedy for Cholers, Dys-
enter{, Cramps aud other summer
complaints of infants or adults, than
Dr, Fowler’s Extract of Wild Straw.
berry. .



