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as it has ever been, and as it ever willﬁ be,
our object shall be just to shew one thing,
that the love of Jesus can never be fully

known—that it ¢ passeth all understand-:

ing”  And, dear brethren, the more I
eonsider this subject, the more it over-

owers me, HSuppose I take a dim taper
Eg:ht, and go iuto a Jarge room that iaquite
dark; T bold it above mv hesd, and it only

serves to shew me the darkness of the’
room. Now, suppose, passing into nlarger |

room, I increase the light, say, a thcusand-
fold, into a mighty burniag blaze, shining
amid the gleom; does not that increased
circle of light shew me an increased circle
of darkness around it? It is so with us
this evening; we may light the torch and
go forth into the darkness of this mystery,
and ree 1nore of it than we ever saw—
and find that there is more of it that we
eannot sce, than there ever was before..—-
Not sll the dawning light of that eternity
which shall presently shine around me, ¢can
light up all the depth of this mystery—not
all the Jight of that day, when the world
burns s& s red beacon, shedding » fiery
glow far and wide over the great umiverse,
shall shew me all the breadth of this mys-
tery—yea, not all the glory of heaven,
which shallshinein eonceatrated splendour
upon its altar for evermore, ehall rise lugl3.
enough, or reach far enough to fill this
measureless Tetaple of Mystery! Thelove
of Christ is a mystery to all but God, and
will be so, I believe, through all eternity.
Be not surprised thengt Paul’s prayer: but,
ob, make it your own, say from your heurt
—Oh, may 1 “know the love ef Christ,
which paseeth knowledge!”
* In ¢peeking upon this preciovs and blos-
.“d f,;.*,);ect, 1 shall try to ghow §Oou" goven

iws of it
“11. You never can feily know the cause
of tho love of Christ. 2. You never can
fully kuow the beginning of the love of
Christ. 3. You never can fu]ly know ghe
greataess of the love of Chrizt. 4. You
never can fully know the tendernesss of the
love of Cluist. 5. You mnever can fully
M now the aamutability of the love of Christ.
6. You never can fuily know the valve ol
the lovo of Christ. 7. You nevercan fuily
know the end of the love 'of tht.

In its cause, its beginniag, its .1eatness,
jta tenderness, its immutability, its” value,
and its end, it + passeth wuowledge.
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tsous. You may leave this sanctuary, then
and shut yourselves up in your studiesy
and meditate upon Christ's love, in order
to discover its cause, and =il in vain,

exercise of your own ingennity, to booke
written by uninspired men, and seaich
overy work in every language,and not find
the seeret.  You may then turn to the
Word of God; and you may, I believe,
soarch every book, and every chapter, and
every page, and every vorse, and every
lin?and every word, and every syllable,
and“every letter from the first chapter and
word in Genesis to the last chapter and
word in Revelation, without discovering it
Now, consider, for afew moments. We
know that the Lord Jesus Christ loves
what is holy; therefore, if we were holy,
He wou.d bave loved us for that reason.—
Now, is this the the cause? Does He love
us becsuse we are holy! Tak you, Is @
man who is blind with sin, desf with
gin, dumb’ with sin, crippled with ain, cursed
with sin, dyiog with s, aud ready to be
damned with sin—is such & one holyt—
Sueh then are we; and yet He loved us!
Oh, why? )
Christ knew that Paul would bebornin
sin snd shapen im iniquity, and yet He
loved him. Christ know that he wonld
help the murderers of His Llessed martyr,
Stephen, and yet He loved him. Christ
knew that Le would mauke havoe of the
Caurch, and braci e out threatenings and
slaughtor against i1i» scints, snd drag
strong men aud koliie.x - mon to prison,
aud all for His names = - —-and yst He
loved hira. Punl eo:id say of Him,

™

' Who loved me, and gave Himwlf for

me.”

Now, we often love olhers because they
love us; love in them to us begets love in
us to them. Now, huve we discovered,
here the cause of Christs love eto usl—
Or, in plsiver Yansrage, did He love w
because we first lcved Him? We are
campelled to reverse this order; the Scrip-
ture says—- We love Him because He firsh
loved us”

Perhaps some of you a7 the cause of
Christ’s love 1o us is ihi.—LIe is our futher
and it i3 natural in il'mito love nn What,
do you mean: our fatler by nature,.or out

1. Now, what was its couse?  Thereare |
some of you, I dare «ay, thoughiful pere” |

You -,
may then turn away baffled, friom the’
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