BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

The duty on lead pencils; placed m the
budget at 33 per cent., has been reduced to
30 per cent.

Books AND NoT1oXs had the pleasure of
meeting Bro, Hope, of Ottawa, on a recent
visit to the city

Mewsrs,  Huckson, Duncan & Co., are
doing, along sath a steady staple trade, a
brisk business in sporting goods,

Geo. B, Snuth, of T. H. Smith, & C-,
stationet~, Galt, and Wi, Bremner of Brem.
ner and Mills, stattoners, Wallaceburg, and
Ed. ]. Lovelace, editor of Petrolia Topic,
were in the aity this week, and stopped at
the Eliott housce.

R. W. Doyglas & Co., carrying on a book
trade m part of the stand formerly occupied
by Piddington™s book store, has assigned to
G. M. Gardner, Toronto.  Gage & Co,, are
the chief ereditors. The liabilities are $235.000,
the assets $20,000.

“sStanley and hisHeroic Reliet of Emin?”, is
the latest issue of the press of W, Bryce.
1t tx a boak that wall ~cll.  The outside of it
i atself a strong selling feature. It has one
of the best cavers we have ~een on any s
lar Canadian publication.

In the notice of the new music book,
“Merry Mclodies,"published in ourlast issuc,
we neglected to state that 1. K. Cranston,
Galt, was the Ganadian publisher. Mr. Cran-
ston’s name was mentoned, but s address
was inadvettently omitted.

In the debate on the tantt the dwy on
beads has been discussed to very good pur-
pose, as they are now rated at 2o per cent,,
nstead of 33 per cent, as the budget pro-
The other faney poods, as work-
boxes, dalls, toys, ete, on which the duty
was advanced from 30 to 335 pes ceat., will
hereafter have to pay the advance.

pn.xcd.

Me W R Cook, long and widely known
as the propnetor of the bookstore on the
west sude of Yonge, between Richmond and
Queen sticets, Toronto, died very suddenly
m the eatlv pant of the month.  He was
hale lookmg and actine up almost 1o the
hour of s death, whuh was caused by
parilislh Mr Cook ook an eamest in.
terest m the formation of the lately orgamzed
Toronte Roaksellers’ Assaaaton, and took
a proaunent pant an the proceedings of all
s meetings

We tefer vur teaders to the veny detailed
Annouiement of Messas L Prang X Co,
which appears m another column ot this is-
sue The mmense wealth of gemos in ant
and letters which thatreat house isanfusng
nto this vear « holiday cards] booklets, and
boeoks, places st abead of s own bnlhant
record. The names of the artists and winters
enhisted are & puarantee of very rare excel

lence in the matter which will be the issue of
their work, and the lgh reputation of the
pubhshers is a voucher for the fimshed form
m which that matter will appear as a com-
modity of trade.  We ask the careful atten-
tion of the trade to the Announcement.

The representations made by the Ontario
Booksellers® As<actation to the Postmaster
General, with a view to having reduced the
postage upon paper books, has been fol-
lowed by an able presentation of the same
case by Mr. Willilam Bryce, whoin an inter-
view with the Hon. Mr. Haggart, and in a
subsequent statement written out at the lat-
ter's request, had a recent opportunity to
show the injusticc of the present rates.
The reply of the Department, however,
which he reccived a few days ago, was to
the effect that the Postmaster-General could
not sce his wav to making the alteration re-
commended. It is probable that another
deputation will be sent.

We seldom sce a comuaal window among
the stationery trade at this scason of the
vear. Somectunes at Xwnas they loom up to
attract the youny folks, but, Frothingham &
Popham, of Ottawa, show such this past
month. In the back ground we sce all kinds
of sporting goods, such as base ball and bats,
lacrosse sticks, foils, ete. The floor of the
window being covered with green baize, re-
presenting a green ficld or a lawn, Then
with these small white wire sheletons, Mr.
Popham, (who by the way 1s one of Ottawa's
leading lacrosse players) has arranged them
on the ficld in the act of starting the game
of lJacrosse.  The men, cach have alacrosse
i hand, the referee being on hand in sum-
mier suiting to start the boys.  This is really
onc of the best we have seen of its kind, and
Quawa sports are all walking of it.

The stock of the Toronto News Co,, is as
usual full of of seasonable spesialties. One
that the trade would have little difticulty in
mtroducing with profit to themselves s the
postal stamp box, a litde stecl receptacle,
rather wmore than  the thickness of a penny,
square 1n shape, and of the nterior dimen-
tions that make an easy fit for a few dazen
stamps, lying upon cach other.  The John
Hancock fountain pen, whichis retasled at
soc.. 1s also a very saleable article,  Itis just
what 1s wanted by the traveller, who nceds
portable wnting requistes.  The supply
of .ok carricd by the pen is hberml and
casily renewed.  The Company’s new
Chnamas cards are to be exhibited in
afew days.  Fhe samples of their toy-books
and booklets are also on the way and will
soon be submitted to the trade. A marvel
of cheapness which s now avitilable to the
trade through the News Company’s stock s
the Knight of Labor led-pencil, suitable for
~chool use.  These pencils are sold to the
trade at 3uc. a gross,  The casing is cedar
and the plumbago s very good.  The News
Campany open a by clearing sale, which
will continue throughout May, o mun off

thewr present stock of paper and envelopes.
This 1s to make way for some fine new hines.
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