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BOOKS AND NOTLIONS.

WALL PAPER.

~\ HE hulk of the orders for spring
delfvery have been placeds and
the domestic manufacturers
have fncreased their hold on the trade.
There can be no doubt that the domes
tic papers of this year are favorites in
their particulnr clussrs, and the houses
are fubilant over a wonderful fncrease
in orders. And thik inspite of an influx
ol United States travellers never be
forc cqualled in the history of the
trade. Ench factory which js repre
sented in what is commonly known as
the American Wall Paper Trust, has
the privilege of sending out travellers,
the only condition belng that such
traveller shalls besldes bis own suwm-
ples, carry those of one other factory.
Every factory went a represcntative
inte Canada this year, for the reason
that the volume of thix year's sales
will to a great extent determine the
status of cach factory next year. The
conscquence was that cach factory was
breaking its veck to get orders: and
the staff of travellers waxs increased.
All the jobbers from the United States
got & hustle on and started in for the
Canadian trades until the poor buyer
had to buy, before he had any show
whatever of keeping selling ag-ats at
arm’s length.

The glimmer whites were the leading
tino this Year. They arc displacing
grounded browns for the simple rea-
son that the duty on cach iz the saue
and conxequently the browns mnust be
»old at npearly the same price retail
as the whites in order to mnke the
same profit. But retailers caunot do
this. It 8 Just as hard to sell n brown
for 10 cents ns it is to sell a white
for 106 ccnts consequently orders for
browns are meagre. Ingraing are sell
ing Inirly well. The city trade xell o
fair quantity for busincss offices, pub-
lic halls and like insututions.  The
rural trade is tnking them more frecly.
Gilta have sold well except in the
cheaper grades, where sonie buyers
vubstituted  glimmers. Independent
borders did not sell as well as in form-
er scasons., although a fair volume
was sold to match domestic papera.
8till the match borders have the su-
premacy, and secrmm inchined to ancrease
thelir lcad very faxt.

Mecesars. Gage & Co. report a  sale
fully up to cxpectations in all the lines
they carricd.

C. M. Taylor & Co. clnim a better
rcagon than usunl in both domestic
and trust goods.

PAPER
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION.

The manuiacturers of rough paper
in Canada have formed an association.
1t will be nown as ** The Strawboard.
Wrapping and Rullling Manufactur-
ern” Awiociation of Canada.” The lead-
g mills are Miller Bros., Glen Miller,
Ont.; Joeeph Ward & Co., Portneul,
aad the Northumberland Paper Co.
Campbellford. It is recommended that
the followaing weale of prices be adopt-
ed by the asmsociation :

laan atrawlinmd. GO ¢ents per roll.

Tarred sitrawboard. 70 cents per roll.

Fibire paper not leas than the above
pricos.

Q.K. or LX.L. paper, 70 cents per
roll.

Tarred felt. &30 her ton.

Terms, four munths, 3 per coent. off

vash 30 4oy

THE GOLDEN SECRET.

It is =ald that nincty per cent. of
the business fajlures in this conntry
are due to bad dehts and unpaijd ac-
counts. Knowing this, it has been the
duty of this journai to warn its readers
of thene pitfalls. Monthly rendering
of naccounts ig the thing we have advo-
cated ar being the nearvest appronch
to a purely cash budiness as it would
be vutfe to venture. One boukseller in
Colmmgwood has pursu. d tlns course
of prompt collections fur sixteen years,
and if & man doesn’t puy up, his pat-
ronage is discouraged. Yet that firm
during the past two years has had to
work day and night to keep up with
the demands of their customers. It
uecounta are n.  paid when render-
cd the first month, then the second
month’s rendermg should Le carcfully
tooked atter. AN ACCOUNT SHOULD
NEVER B RENDERED A THIRD
TIME. Thus and thus only will any
retait ook, atationery, or Inncy goods
business be run on o proper and safe
bvasis. The dealer who renders his ac-
counts once & year—suy January Ist,
is coming oun hiy debtor just when
everybody clse is hitting him hard.
Then it ix like pulling tecth—hard on
the debtor and worrying on the cred-
itor.

VALUABLE INFORMATION.

Every articic that appears in BOOKS
AND XNOTIONS js valuuble to cevery
bookseller, stationer aud funcy goods
dealer in Canada. Not so much beenuse
they are in this journal; bul becnuse
they contain the crystallized experi-
ciice of the leading wholesalers and
retajlers in Canada.  No article is
written unless it has beeh suggested
by sowe leading man in the trade;
and from suck men all the information
herein contajned is gathered. It is not
the editor speaking, but tlic most sue-
cessful men in the trade giving through
him, the Informaticu which they have
had first acceas to. or information
gathered from o wide experience and o
broad acquaintanceship with all man-
ner of business men. The articles, if
carcfully studied, are worth dollars to
the reader. This {8 notsaid boastinglys
for we know whereo! we speak. There
s one article 1o thin issue which alone
in worth §30 to $150 to nearly cvery
newsdealer who reads jt.

Most of the readers of this journnl
gave their copics and bind them at
the end of the year. They arc wixe in
#o dowmg. Oue leading bookseller .in
onc of our smaller Ontario cities marks
every article an cach issue wuich he
thinks woull ever Le useful to him
again. and thus s bound volume iR
full of guide marks. When he looks
over that volumes bis eyes will be at-
tracted to many a uscful passage or
artwle, and he will be accordingly
henelited.

OUR MONTREAL LETTER.

No feature s0 striking ns to call for
special comment has arisen during the
month here, but busincss has moved
along on very steady lines, All ghe
Jobbing housea dealicg in fancy goods,
books, ctc., arc row able to say defin-
itely what their fall business has beens
and, as a ruie, they report it fully
up to the average. In plush goods
and other holiday notions the turnover

on country account has been fair, und
now city customers are more urgent
in their demands owing to the near ap-
proach of the holiday scasou; and al
ready the windows of the various big
retail establishiuenta are heginning to
put on their holiday look.

The book trade has been rather quict
during the month. and the publishing
houses do not report anything specinl
in the way of now publications f(aga
the holidays, but the Lig retasl estab-
lishments have unported tae usual sup
phes from the States and elkewhere.

- NOTES.

Messrs. Johin Lovell & Sons have
their usual lines of goods on hand, and
are iksuing some new publications for
the Christmas trades which they will
advertise in due time.

Mr. Davidson, of the Barber & Ellig
Co.’# Montrenl branch. says that trade
in statiouery is quiet at prescat in a
wholesnie way. But this & the usual
thing, as their customers naturally
have supplied themselves ahead.

The Reinhart Manufacturing Co. re-
port trade uujrt oun outside orders
now, but the demand from city retail-
ern i8 {illing the gap. The latter are
gorting up and arranging their stocks
in anticipation of the holiday rush.
All Xinds of notions go to {ill the Lin
from simple plush cases for hair brush-
8 and combs to the large dressing
cases with complete parapheraalin of
the toilet, scissors, lhund twirrors,
brushes, ete., cte. Some of the Ilatter
are of very handsome designy and even
Kocs 80 far as to have & music box
with an extensive list of popular tunes
that cun be would up to play swect
?irn to while away the tedium of dress-
ng.

When your correspondent called on
Mr. B. Marcusc that gentleman was
too busy to taik. but it only required
0 glance around the warechouse to
show that the supply of novelties was
ample. There was Christmas carvdsJap.
ancxe porcelaing, curios, fans, screens,
lacquered ware, in fact, un extensive
list of articles suitable to the holiday
trade.

Mr. H. J. Brophy. the manager of
the Montrenl News Co., 8aid that they
were principally engaged in pushing
bolidny publications just now. They
were handling the Star almanace and
the various Cliristmas numbers, the
sale of which up to the present. aver-
aged aboat as usual. Business in nov-
vly, ete., was rather quet.

The Star Almannes which it wax ¢x-
peeted to get out 1ast month, was kept
back owing to the changes in the Fed-
cral Cabinets o ligt of which the pub-
lishers wished to embody. What was
said about it !ast month can be re-
peated. but the public will be able to
judgo for- themselves shortiys as it will
be out this or next week.

The warchouse of H. A. Nelson &
Sons on St. Peter street would be o
regular paradise to the juveniles just.
aow. To unse the expression of Ar.
Fred. Nelson, they Wers busy as nnilers,
andt he corrcspondent was invited to
walk around and ook for himsell. The
Inct that there was & regular bewil-
dering array of goods testified that
Mr. Nelson had taken care to cater for
cveryone. The demand for tese goods
on city account is fust commencing.
and the firm cxpect the usunl rush
during the next week or so in supply-
ing the wants of their city customers.



