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aeting ; they tist allay the paoy, and thay walats
the inflamed parietes.  In the soind stage the
ralphate of zine or the belludonized sulphate of
7ne hongio i9 really eficacivng, but does nob ap-
pear to ho much more so than analogous injee-
tions. In chronie gonorrhoa or gleot, their effi-
cacy is unequalled by anv other treatment.  The
twenty cases submitted to that treatment all re-
covered ; requiring, on an average, tho introduc-
tion of hut nine bougies. This rapid curativo ac-
tion of tho bougics can bu readily explained Ly its
double action ; tho three-fourths of a geain of sul-
phate of zine contained in each has an undoubted
thempeutical sotion on the chronically inflamed
musomus memhrane ;. moreover, they act mechani-
cally, hy remaining in contact with the diseased
membrane acting as an irritant body, modifying,
by its presence, the vitality of this membrane.

It might be auggested that the success of the
treatmemt, in these cases, was due, in a great
measure, to the hospital regimen, but this applies,
& fortiori, to ncute gonorrhwa. It has been ob-
jected that this bougio might"indvce orchitis,
but its irritating action is but temporary and ne-
cessarily modified by the belladonna ; morvover,
in the cighty cases treated with them, there did
not occur o eiugle case of orchitis—dmerican
Journal of Syphilograpiyy and Derm.
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We have pleasure in divecting attention to the
College announcements in our advertising col-
umps. The Medical Department of Victoria
*University, in Toronto, and the Medical School
in Kingston have both issued their sessional pro-
grammes, ] .

.

As is well known, the British Medical Associa-
tion takes charge of the publication of a weekly
gerial, the British Medical Journal. This would
* appear to be a great offence in the eyes of the

Lancet, which is continuously putting forth objeo-
. tions, stigmatising the publication as a “commer-
cial enterprise” with which the Association should
have nothing to do, and noting from time to time
the Leavy charges upon the firances of the Asso-
ciation of which the Journal is the cauge. In
spite of all these regularly propounded objections
and gratuitous advice, the Associstion neverthe-
less sticks to the publjcation of its journal, and is
evidently determined to continue it. - The objec-
tions of the Lancetsmack too strongly of the shop
to command respect; and there are sufficiently
s.bstantial reasons why the members of the As-
mociation siould possess an orgar of their own, so

that 1t i not to be presamed that the Medhieal |

Associntion will allow the Britich Medical Jour-
nal to pass out of its hands, muech lc.a to allow it
o bo discontinued st s tinie when the paper hias
begun to do moro than pay expenses.

Some fow months ago the municipal corpora
tion of Troy, N.YX., aaxious to obtain information
relative to water supply and tho purity of the
available sources, veferred the question to the Al-
bany Medical Bocicty, by whose members the
gbject was ably discussed in a vory creditable
and instructive debate. Tho fact of sucha rv-
ferenco having been made has been soized upon
o8 an example of one of the modes in which me-
dical men may become public advisers, and
whereby the special knowledge which is almost
exclusively confined to the medical profession
may be made available for the public good. As
to tho honour of such a reference being made, we
presumeo it will not be questioned, but wp feel
foeo to say that municipal corporations should
not make such services merely honorary. There
should bo an Aonorarium. No ono would think
of asking special services of architects and law-
yors without fee, but in tho case of doctors this
secms often to bo tho caso,

It is vory annoying to the medical practitioner
to havo his presoriptions oriticlsed By druggists
and presoription clerks, more partioularly,s when
the remarks are made before the patient or some
member of his family. Such conduct is o gross
breach of courtesy, and calls for sovero animad-
version. A cnso of the kind recently oocwuiring
in England suggests the subject, but instances are
sufficiently numerous in this part of the world to

‘{make a reference o tho matter seasonable. A

medical man having prescribed the large doses of
tincturo of digitalis introduced in the treatment
of delirium tremens by Dr. Jones, of Jersey, the
druggist to whom it was sent, on reading it, openly
declared to the messenger that it was “ enongh to

|kill anybody,” and declined to pntit up. We

have heard of druggists who have been similarly
discourteous over much more harmless medicinex
In ound case sulphate of soda having been pre-
scribed, it was foolishly characterized as  horse
medicine,” and in another case we have heard of
a druggist who so far forgot himself as to say
that he could give romething better! No doubt
a well-educated pharmacist bas it in his power to
correct mistakes and inandvertencies that might
possibly occur in a physician’s prescription, but
this he should only do after quietly commenicat-
ing with the doctor, unless indeed it should be of
» kind not requiring such a procedure, say in the
case of some purely pharmaceutical matter.
With some prescribers it is a practice to under-
line large doses or to tick or mark the line so as
to show that it has not escaped attention. Any
method that would check officiousness is worthy
of adoption ; but druggists require to know that
disvegard of proper courtesy in so delicate a mat-
ter as a physician's prescription is calculated to
excite retaliation, and may end in loss of custom ;
‘certainly it is & course than which nothing is so

likely to drive medical men for their own -protec-

ton to do their ow divpensizis, and g0 ¢ withs
draw a profitabls clasy of business from the drug

gists, -

THERAPEUTICS.
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ERGOT IN THE TREATMENT OF NER-
VOUS DISEASER

Dr. Dauiel Kitchen, Assistant Physician to
the New York State Lunatic Asylum, makes, in
the July number of the American Journal of In-
sanity, an interesting report of the action of ergot
in cortain nervous affoctions, He used the fluid
extract propared by Squibb, and the aqucous ex®
tract, or ergotine, mado by Merck, of Vienna.
Tho doso of the former is fromy ome to two
drachms’; the Iatter frém six to ten grains
One drachm of the sleoholio extmot of Squibb's
preparation is equal to about six grains of tho
ergotina. He also used a fow ounces of a solid
oxtract, mado by Squibb, which is about equal in
strength to imported ergotine. The full physio-
logical effect of ergot will last from onc half to
threo quarters of an hour,

“There is probably no condition s0 annoying
to tho paticnt as headache, and cortainly it is tho
mosb common, In tho following forms wo havo
used ergotine with much boenefit and . comfort to
the pationt s 1, Headacho, dopending on plethorn
or fullncss of blood § 2, Headacho from anomia ;
3, Hoadache, dopending on chauges in brain sub-
stanco and tho membranes; 4. Epiloptle head-
aches; B, Migraino; 6. Headache depending on
disordered menstruation.  The most common form
of headache is tho first, or that depending on a
plethorio condition of tho blood-vessels of tho
brain. Of course we cannot estimate correctly,
the amount of pain endured at each sickness, but
it depends largely upon the constitutional charao-
ter and nervous susceptibility ot the patient. In
plethoric headaches the course is either very shord
(a few hours at most), or they last for sowmo days.
The pain is ususlly referable to the back of the
head, and there is much throbbing of the tem-
poral arteries. In this class of headaches we
have used ergotine largely ; about one lhundred
patients have been prescribed for, aod in almost
every instance relief was given in less than half
an kour, and the attack thoroughly cat short.

« In headache from an anmemic condition of the.
brain the blood-vessels ‘are usually lax, and asa
consequence there is a slowness of the circulation.
Ergotind contracts the blood-vessels; thereby giv-
ing tone to the arterial system ; the blood is forced
more quickly and regularly through the brain,
and of course in greater quantify. Our cases of
cerebral angmia sre comparatively foew, and ex-
periments are therefore limited ; yet in thoze
cases where we have had an opportunity of using
it happy results have followed. In epileptic
beadaches and in epilepsy we have used ergob
largely. In peti¢ mal there are muscular twitch-
ings, congestions of the face, suffusion of #he
eyes, and a rush of bleod to the head. We have
in meny of these cases been able” to ward off the
grand mal by large doses 6f ergotina. 'We bave,
often combined it with conium, and it seems in.

this combination to work even more satisfactorily

.



