
MEDICAL SCIENCE

vesieci w'î L the privilege of practising niiedicinie,
they, have attaching thereto a re5s)oflsibiIity, both
moral andi legal, wbicb no conscientious pbysician
can for onc moment w'islî to have devolvecl (rom-L
Iimii. As, how'ever, the cvery-clay care wbicb
a physician gives to bis p-ofession and tbe moral
regard for his dlutics toward bis patients are for
hlmii the mieasure of bis responsibility, i. imust be
evident that any physîciati worthy, of the naine can
nleVeî, after having been granteci a license to prac-
tice by the State, be for-ced by legal (cars to exer-
cisoe more cauition, than lie othecrwisc %Vould,
dici no legal responsibilîty, atacbi to bis actions.
Remcembering these facts and the issuie by the
State of a leg"al rigbit to practice nliedicinle, the
existence of conditions by whicbi a physician, no
miatter liow~ conscientious lie mra), tic in the 1 ' er-
forimance of bis (lut)', is liable to sulits fur dlaages
-froi mnaipractice, scemis îîot only an anomoialy but
a1 travesty of comnion sense and juistice.

We can undcrstand bào% a la'esbould lie
cause loss thirough îeglecîiîg to diraw upl a lease
or title properly, with the materials before biim,
shouil IcIe required to niak-e god such loss, or ho"'
a physician, tlirougb.1 intemperýfnce or other act,
rcndering huaii temporarily incompcîcnt, thereby
causing p)bysical dlamages, or ev'en loss of 1 fée
sbould lbe lial)le to scverc punîsbîîîent b wve
fail to unclderstand liow a physicianl lice'isecl to
l)racticc, thereby biaving bis legal compu)Lenicy
establislicd, should bave bis actions madle the sub-
ject of scrutin)' before a court. wlicre( special luleaci-
ers endeavor- to imipress upon a jury of persons
whol ly uinfi îted* to arrive at conclusions, based i pon
lI es of reasoning ncitber u ndcrstood nor appreci-
-ated by cithe *r pleader or jury. 'L'o illustrate %V'e
bave only 10 refer to a case not many years ag,CO
whbere the jury wvas. asked several questions by the
juidge, lie fearing that the florid declamnation of a1
lcadiîîg counisel liad biac iundue influence. In
rcply to one, the forenian answerecl B ccause the
doctor- did not give the nurse proper instructionii,
.anid that lie liad not scen that iliese instructions
hiac been carricd oui."

The facts rcgarding Uhc receit action against Dr.
Lesslie, an olI and mutcbi respectecl Physicîan of
1-Jaînîlton, for causing the deatb of a mnan namtýie
Roltib, of 6o years of agre, throuigh the adîiiiinis-
tration of cbloroform,11 have beeni fullly rcîailed ilt
.the claily p)ress ; andl thec, only too strongly indicate

thec POsitionl w'hîîçhî a PlîYsician ina)' be placed in ai
the hanids of an)' unlscrutpuilouis permiîs who thein-
selves, or tbrougi Umc influence of ývil-dlisposcd
persons, ina)' bc incluceci 'to tbink tbat they iav'e
suffcrcd damiages at bis bia ds.

M pbysician is calîccl in 10 assist a l)rotbcr pre
titioner in an operation on h.-cmorrhoids, and after
a gencral examiniation, decides tbiat it is safe to
operate under cbilor-oformi. Tib paticent, %v'bo biad
no biistory of rlicumiatsnm, ceaseci breatbing after
six or cigblt nminutes administration of the arn.cs-
thcîic, andl could not bc resuscitated b)' all the
usuial ancd available methods of restoration, as lift-
ing the t1higbis, drawing forw'ard thc tongue and
gfiviing nitrite of amyl. Suchi is the bistory of
the case. The jury ini the first trial clisagreed, posi-
tive statemnents bcing inade in favor of the pr'ose-
cuiçn, b)' a witncss from Toronto, of one )'car's
registrition ini Canada, ýand a somewhat mixecl
reg'istration in l3riaîn. A second -andi recent trial
in i Marilch, fully, exoneratcd Dr. Lcsslie froîn the
charge, after whichi it is found that tic:. plaintiff is
mid/uni res~Polldù1nl ini the nattî"r of costs, andDr
Lesslie, ifîer mlontils of anxieîy, wvorry andl indirect
loss, is called i Uo0f to pa thc costs of tic suit 10

tbe tunie of $1 ,000.

uI'ere can lue no «ood re-ison for altcring the
general priliciple of tbc presuniptive rigbit of cvery
l)Crs0i 10 scek rcdress for grievances îbî'oughi
courts of law,ý but it is a niaimfcs. absuirdit' ýto suip-
p)ose thiat not only imust evcry uncalleci for or dis-
bonest suit be allowcd to be brougbçt againsi
w'ortby andl ui)riglit cities, bi..- thiat the saine,
after liaving been provcd gulyof the charge
sbould be madle to pay foir anôtber's privilcgc.
The injustice done to *Dr. 'Lcsslic lias been s0
flagrant ini the eycs of the physicians of 1-lamiltoti
tliat a coîisiclerablc suîiii of money lias bceei raised
as a testinmonial of tic estîiation in whichli e is
hield b)' bis pî'ofcssioîial lurethirci there, ind ai'.

:anemc~~have been macle by a resolution
adopteci at the 'l'ori'îito M\-edical Society, w'hcrcby
meiribers of Uhc pirofessioîi tirougbiout the Pr'o-
vince na)' join w'iti those of Toronito andi 1-Iamil-
ton, ln iîîcreasiîîg the amiouit of thec testimonial -to
',voi'thy) pr'opor'tionis. Such as wisli t0 subscrîbe,
nia)' ad;ess tbeir conîtributions t0 ai»' of thie
îiibcrs of the conmîiiîîec appoiîitcd b)'t -L Mýfcdi-
cal Society': D)r. J. E. Grahan, 1Dr. WV. B3. N\ei,
Dr. J?. H-. Br')ce, or Dlr. J. Davisoîi.


