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A. person is feloniously wounded( and îs told hie is dying and that
lie bas no chance of recoveryý. But hîs wounds have become septie and
his blood is saturated withi poison. Ris, mind is wandering. lie eau-
not fix bis thoughts on any given subject. Rie cannot: forin a proper
conception of what deathi means. If askcd how hie feels is quite likily
te say "lirst rate," and in the next breatit "I know I arn dying," and,
then againi, "I will soon be al] riglit."' We have hieard dying septie
patients talle on in titis strain indefinitely. Their minds are quite inco-
herent aind dIo not realize thleir serious cond(itio)n. An ante-morteii
statement made by suci persons in answer to leading questions is worthi-
less. They will answer mucit as they are asked,

Again, extreme exhaustion will redluce thle mind to a shadow)ý. The
pen cannot reason, cannot associate his idjeas, canniot reinembe-r,

cannot forinulate deductions and express them.ii Ail titis arises frorn
exhaustion, as lack of food or loas of blood. An iiite-miortelrI State-
ment made by suchi shoixld have no weighit. They are passive subjects
of the suggestions made to themn by those who inay be taking the state-
ments. They dIo niot, and cannot, appreciate the distinction between
riglit and wrong, and do net know that thecir statements are to haa
legal bearing on the trial of othetr persons, or that thieir st-atements
may do grievous wronig te others. Ail titis is as foreign to thecir mlindaJ
as the story of Marathon te the child a few days old.

But the most pronounced type of case is that of a woman wlio is
dying of sepsis and peritontis after a crimninal operation. Long worry
of1 mind, less of strengtli £rom siekuess and pain, and marked derange-
mient ot mimd f ront toxoemia, render lier as unfit to make a reliable
ante-mortem Stateinent, as wouid tic person dying witli pneumonia.
and in the 10w muttering delirium of the sat hours of lite. It isa
travesty on ail attempts at justice to admit sucli statementa. F'nrtlier,
they were not sabject to cross-examination. Certain queýstions are put
and certain answers obtained; but, if some onue else wvere te ask other
questions, lie would, ninety-nine times Out ef the liundred, secure con-
tradictory answers.

Tis is wliat happens with the witness in court. Hie is subjected
to ros-,xaintien. In Uic cabe of Uic ante-mortemn statements there
is o cossexaintien. This creas-examination weuld uindoubtedly

moajf these stAtements. If courts wiil use titese dying statementa, t liey
should be taken with proper precautions se as te safeguard the righta;
of ail, and avoid the danger of a delirious persen xnaking statements
tja mnay take away the lit e or liberty ot seme persen; and, Yet, the
tetator neot have the faintest idea, 0f the importance of tlie Statements.

D)ying statements have otten been shewn te be wrong, because the


