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great purpose, maternity, there
is only a modification or increase
of function throughout the body.
Thus in every sense, in spite of
its many complex details, nor-
mal pregnancy is purely physi-
ological.

But if for any reason preg-
nancy is abruptly terminated b.-
fore the time at which it woul.1
normally end, the condition bc-
cornes distinctly pathological.
Delicate structures, especially
those of the generative organs,
are suddeniy arrested while in a
stage of active development, and
a retrograde process has to be
prematurely established. There
naturally follows a marked de-
pression of the whole nervous
system, because of its unpre-
pared state for meeting an event
unexpected and unnatural. More
important than all, however, is
the fact that certain growing tis-
sues that would separate normal-
ly at the end of pregnancy, in
early stages are so closely at-
tached to the uterine wall, that
premature delivery always means
tearing them away, leaving rag-
ged, lacerated surfaces and an in-
evitable retentiorn of tissue that
because it has no further purpose
must be either thrown off pr ab-
sorbed by the organism. The
extreme liability to infection at
this time is well-known, and is
directly due to the predisposition"
which attends this invariable,
presence of dead or dying tis
sues.

From the foregoing, it must be
apparent, that the effect of every
miscarriage is depressing . in
character. Every. organ cannot
fail to feel the pernicious im-
print, and there is a logical fall-
ing off of every vital process.
Because of the formation and ab-
sorption of ptomaines and toxins
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