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The elaborate work before us is iniended to present a
compendium of hIe principles of Physiological science ip
to the present lime, it is a compilation of the facts, data,
and deductions on which that science is founded, carefully
arranged and systematised, so as to bring into view, and
makeserviccable for reflection, the vastly Cxtended series of
the animated races which clothe, or inhabit our globe.
~Doubtless, Ihe great end ant ain in ihis investigation is
the study and compreliension of Ile several functions

icthe varid structures of the human body present;
ihese are ofic difficuit to comprehend, from flie simple
obzervation of Iheir individual processes; nay, there are
nany paris, sucli as the thymus and thyïoid glands, on
which Ile fullest light of science bas failed Io indicate iheir
uses. .h ocurt has, however, of late ycars, becn
considerably illumi nated by Ihe study of comparative
Anatomy : here we may often trace from the general to the
special formi,while ve coistantly find in the lower grades of
animated exislence the rudiment or type of that plan which
becomes more elaborate and comoiented as ve ascend 1e
tie scale; the investigation of coiparaiive anatomy in
Ihese instances has been beautifully compared by the
illustrions Cuvier Io so many various experiments and
demonstrauions already prepared for us by hie band of
nature, lu which, from the veriest rudiments, -We are led ste)p
Iy step Io lte comprehension of the more perfect organs;
evincing also in Ile less complex organization, a simplicity
of function thai by degrees enables us o undelstandte
complicated Physiological data. The study of individual
development,-Embryology,-has also greatly assisted
hi Ilte elucidalion of Physiological facts, presenting us wilh
data tliai very surprisi ngly confirrm the truths ofeom parative
Analomy, as illustraive of the more compl icated organisms
proceeding from Ie more simple types. Again ; the mosi
powerful assistant in the wonderfui progress that Ana-


