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of the9 carlier invostigators of our geology, and, notably, by Mr. Rýoy,
in -bis inucË.-discuss^èd paper on the terraces o? Laite Ontario, comuxu-
nicated to the Geological Society of London, in 183>7.* The diffieulty
of finding a satisfactory location for a barrier of this kind, led Sir
Charles Lycil, how.ovae, to reject the idea of au original laite ex-
tension, and to refer the formation of our terraces entirely to the
action of tixe sen, during the slow uprise o? the land at tho com-
mecçmMet of the present epoch. In this, ho hias bcexý followed
by al 1geplogists Nv14o have subseguently examined these terraces.
The dif~icuity may perbaps be 'surmounted, by assuming the earlier
and greater elevation o? that, portion o? the c3)untry lying to the easf;
o? the gneissoid boit wldoh connecte our northeru Lauirentian dis-
trict ivith the Adirouidaekc Mountainb of New York. The subse-
quent depression of tbhis region would o>en, an easterp outiet to the.
laite-waters, and gradually lower these to their present levels. iBut-
whatever the explanation, tbe unaoubted, faet remains, that, at the
close o? the Drift period, a~ vast fxesh-water sen, extended over the
greater portion of Western Canada, and at a level of nt least 500-
feet aboya the present surface of Laite Ontario.

Whilst the moflusca of thiis anciext lake were identical with ex-,
isting species, its shores were peopled by the mastodon and the
maxnmoth, and probably by other extinet forins o? life, togetiier with
various species that stili survive, A great question remains to, be-
solved. Our gravél- bed may perliape reply to this, and reveal
te us, tint liera, as in Europe, man and the departed inaxmofix once
trod the earth together.' Could this be established, the discovery
weuld be fraught ivith even deeper interest than that which attaches
itself to exhumed huinan relies of the ancient plains of Picardy anad
the gravel.beds o? Suffolk. Our Jadian arrow-heads are disentombed
byý hundreds : the connecting link of the extinet tooth o>r bone may
nofr.be long fortheoming.t

* Seo likowiso the papor alrcady rcerred to, by Sandford Fleming. C.L-., on the physical
characters of the Nottawasaiga Valloy.-Cau. Jou~r. First Series, Vol. 1. Ù. .. Roy's Palier,
tbeieve, was neyer printed.

t Since writing tho aboya, Albert Roch's nccount of the discovery of the Missouri masto-
don bas comon nder the authôr's notice. In thùzaccount,î,ubllshcd*ib 184,itis stated'tbaà
the mxastodon lbones were fonnd in more or less immediate asociation with large arrow-.
hcads. The saine writer fflso attesta to the discovery of wrought implemetits in connexion
mith Edentate remains ini Gasconade coûnlty, Missouri.
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