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acknowledged to bo of comparath'ely recexit introduction, when we
cati to rrneinbrance that thit stri, ige people prc.ceedecl Europe in
wood engraving, printiug, the coitipas8, and others of the moBt
imiportant of inod. 'ni discoveries, thfere m-ould be no .Itst cause of
surprise shouild it be proved that to thetn also we must ascribe stich,
merit as pertaine to the initiative iii the use.4 to which tobacco is ap-
pfied. -sucli evidence, nowever, inust îîot be toc> hastily accepted ;
for' a prot'oundly scientifie botanist, thom-gh au :îlt.ogethcr trustworthy
au-hority ini relation to the habitat of the plant, m:ay bie very littie
qualified to pronoutice an opinion on the vaitie of sueli Cinese
monumental ei'idenic as De'. Meyen loosoly reflers Vo under the
desi-nation of 4'very otd sculptures."

The Korai lias beemi appealed to, a:îd its modern veriions even for-
nish the American name. A traditional p)rophety ,f* Maliomiet is «-l1so
qn')ted by Sale, which while iV contradicts the assned existene
of tobacco in bis tinie, foretellc thiat: 111 in the latter days3 there
shalh be mn bearing the namne of' moslin. but flot really snCbI, and
they shall smoke a certain weed whieh shall be ca1led tob.icco !"*
lifthe prophecy did rot bear on the facee of' it such uninistakeable
evidence of being the invention of soine mosin ascetie ,>f inter times,
it woutd 1furish no bad proofof Mahoinet's right to the titie of ' the
falise proffhet," for Sale quotes in the saine pr-Iisimui-ry discourse Vo
his edition of the Koran, the 1ersian proverb "*coffee without
tobacco is ineat without sait." An appeal Vo the graphie pietures otf
eastern socal habits in time Il Arabian N*ights' Eiitt rtaiimmenits." 1for
nishes strong evidence against the ar1cient ktiowledge of' a custc'
now s0 universal ; and in so f*àr as such negative ev ideice niay be
esteemied of ûny value, the pages of our ovrn Shakespeare seem
equally conclusiv'e, though, as will be sven, the practice had flot only
been introduced ilito Euglaiud, but was becoming finiliarily known
before his de:uth.

The "l'drinking& tobacco," as smnoking, was at first termed. from the
mode of partaking of its fumes then practiced, flnds apt illustration
in the language cf our great draynatist. The poet, in 'Timon,"
sî>eaks of the syeopbantish followers of the noble Athemiaz "through
hiru drinking free air ;" in the "1Tempest" Ariel, eager in he.r
rnaster's service, exclitims: 'I drink thc air befoiue, nie," and in
IlAntony and Cleopatra," the Egyptian Queen thus wrathfuBly pic-
turcs the indignîties of a Roman triumph t
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