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ntion that'1 tht' blood of Christ cleans-
eth froan al sin,' thoughi quite intelli-
gible to a Jew or any one conversant
with tht' lav of MVoses, eaaî scarcely
suggest tut' proper idea to, an ig-
îîoranit mind ; yet the very trmtl
liere tauglit is eliewlaere stated in tut'
plainest nmannor, as wvhen it is declared
tlaat God forgives sin for the sake of
Christ. But vhile it is tliankfully
admitted, tliat ' lie whio runs nmay read'
the tlîings 'vhicli belong to bis peace;
yet aIl must allow that there are
' some things liard to be understood,
ivhich tlîey thiat are unlearned and
iiistable wrest to their own destrue-
tion' (2 Pet. iii. 16) ; and many will
he ready even to confess that tht'
Bible is a difficult book. And who,
tlaat kçnows the Iistoî'y and contents
of the Sacred VoeInt, cami wonder
at its dîficulties? A collectiona of
wrîtings, that aire of such ligli anti-
quiity, sov'eral of tlîem being tht' most
aniet in existence, tlaat were coin-
posed by Oi'ientals for the uise, in the
first place, of people whose mode of
living, thinking, and speakcing differed
wideîy froin our own, tiiat treat on
the niost sublime and abstruse sub-
jects, and that too in languaiges whiih
have long since ceased te be spoken,
anad tiereforo flot easily miastered,
anad that have been handed down for
înaîay genoî'ations by the lahor of tut'
peu, whlai is a process far Iess favor-
able te correctness thian printing,_
surely a Collection ofsucli a character,
nust be expected to contain parts,I
exceedingîy obscure te us, laowoevera
clear thîoy may have been to the first 1
readers. i

HowN tlion, we ask-, can an untauglit t
preaclier understand thiose obscure 1
and seemingly unintelligible portionas]
of the' Divine Oracles ? Will coin- o
mnmtaries suflice te instrmet lîimi?r
Wae think not. Sonie of thiese may a
doîîbtless often lîelp, but they seldoan a
aatisfy, a person that is intent, as every ta
niiister ouglit te be, on discovering t'
Ille sense of evory part. A sensible 1 c
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and inquisitive reader of a commexi-
tary always feels desirous of flormiiîg
an opinion for limself, as to tute sound-
ness of tht' critical remarks and the'
varions atteînpts at explanation,
wvhichi abound in sucil a work; but
this lie cannot do, without possessing
a considerable knowledge of the
original languages of the' Scriptures,
not to mention other aids to Biblical
iflter)rctation. It is a fact tlîat many
have been induced to learn Greek and
Hobreiv, in consequence of meeting
ivith some words in thiese languages,
in an exposition or critical remark.
But while it must bc the desire of
every intelligent reader, to formn a
deliberate judgnient on the sense of
Iloly Writ, lîow inuch more oughit
every professed and publie expounder
of the Iively Oracles, both to desire
and to be able to forin an enliglitened
and matured opinion. Ht' at Ieast
slîould never bo under the necessitv
of believiîag implicitly, what this or.
that expositor asserts. He' ought tu
bc scholar enough to put to, the test
tut' correctness of the criticisins of
others, and to discover some of the'
shades of meaning and valuable hints,
wbichi tut' originaal words often pro-
sent, but ivhica commenitators seldomn
point ont. We, have, for example,
a word of this kind in Phi]. iii. 20,
where the Greek ternio'is~
whlui is rendered conversation, may
suggest tlaat heaven is the Clîristian's
country-taat lais conduct is rulod by
âeaven's laws-tîat lais desires and
affections centre in heaven-and that
lis permanent ahode ivili finally be
n lîcavon. We mnust then maintain,
hat notwithstanding aIl the comanon
ielps which oxist for explaining tiae
Bible, a minister is not likely to gain

competent undorstanding of its
neaning, without possessing hianseif
good degret' of learning and infor-

nation. Can it ho expected that an
inread person, however good his ia-
ural abilitios may be, wvill prol)erIy
ornprehiend the propmetical writ-


