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the final gathering of His elect frc-n the four winds af hcaven, ivill purify
bis church by such signal judgments as shall rouse the attention of the
world, and in tha end strike ail nations ivith religious awo. At this period
the apostatc faction shall occupy the Holy Land. This faction %vill cer..
tainly be an instrument of these judgments by which, the chiurch wiIi ba
purified. Thnt purification therefore ie not at ail inconsistent with the
raffairs ofithe atheistical confederacy ; but aller sudsi duratian as God shall
j3ee fit toalnlow in the plenitude of his powver, tise Jews converted ta, tihe
faith of Christ wvili be unexpectediy restored ta their ancient possessions.

The swift rnessengers wvili certainly have a considerable share as instru-
ments in thse hand of God la thse restnration of thse chosen people. Other.
wise ta wvhat purpose are they oalled upon (ver. 1) ta receive their coin.
mission ftrm the prophet? It wîil perhaps be some part of their business
toafford the Jcws the assistance and protection of their fleete. This
seems to be insinuated in thse imagery of the first verse. Bnt the princi-
pal part which they iih have ta act wiil be that of the carriers of God's
message ta his people. This character seems ta describe corne christiau
country, where thse prophecies reiating ta the latter ages will meet with
particular attention; w~here tbe literal sense of those which promise the
restoration of the Jewish people wiUl be stronuously upheld ; and whiere
these wili ha successfully expoundàd as ta be the principal means, by God's
biessing, of removing thse veil from the hearts of thse Lrelîtes. Those
,ivho shall tisas be tise instruments of tis blessed worlr may weli be des.
cribed in the figurative language of prophecy as tise carriers of Gud's mes.
sage ta hie people. The situation of thse country destined ta se high an
office is flot otherwise described ia tise propiseey than by this, circumstance,
that it is ,,beyond the rivers ai Cush ." that le, far ta the west of Jadea,
if these ýivers ai Cush are ta ha understood as they have been generaliy
understood,-of thse Nile and other Etisiopian rivers : far ta thse eat, if of
thse Tigris and Euphrates. Tise one or tise other they must denote, but
wçhich, iL is urseertain. It will be natural ta ask, of what impqrtance is.
this circumstance la thse character of the country. wvhicis, if it be anything
is a geagrapisical character, and yet leaves tise particulat situation s0
much undetermined that we know flot, in what quarter oi tise ivarld ta loQk.
for tise country intented, whether in thse Est Indies, or la the western.
parts ai Africa or Europe, or in Americal 1 nnswer thr't the full imnpor-
tance of this circumetance iih fot appear tili tise completion of Ille proPl..-
ecy shall discaver it. But it had as 1 conceive a temapoary irmportance nt
thse limae af the delivery of thse prophecy, viz., that it excIssded Egypý..
The Jews af Isaiah'e tirne were, by a perverse policy. upon all occasiqiis
courting thse alliance of tse, Egyptians, ln opposition ta God's express iný
junetiais. by his prophets to the contrary. Isaiah therefore as if he would'
disrourage thse h<ope of aid irom Egypt at any ime, telle them, that the'
foreign alliance that God prepares for them in the latter times, is flot that

ofegpte which he teaches tilem at ail times to renounce and despiseg h qý


