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not, likely, thterefore, that tho ccmning
Buddha aise migbt lic incarnate in a
white elephant? In the absence of the
dead Buddha, hiB 1prospaesivo.ssuccssor
began te lie worsjhippod in Cuylon under
the naine cf «-liitrt-yeli. And tiais idea
of BoLlisats, or coining J3uddhas, liecame
grmitly developedl in the northern types
of the systeni, se, that by the seventh
century P.D. there Nvas iu Nupaul and
Thibet a trinity cf l3odisats. One cf
these is supposed ta be incarnate in tho
Grand Liania cf Thibet, and aise in the
P CIddess Qtunnyin, of China ; and nu-
other in the Celestiai Buddhn, known
in Japan as Ainitabu.

But Siaxu was more fortunate. In the
dcptbs of lier forests a veritable white
ciephant wvas IonndI-rn uninistakable
incarnation of the ]3uddha to, comae.
At varins tianes more than one wcre cap-
tured, and cf courne the country -nbiich
enjojyed se distinguished a guest decmed
itself prosperous before nI lIands. That
this %vas no more maLter of sentiment is
sufflciently proven b*v the fact statcdl
above, tliat neigiiboring ]3uddhist na-
tions cngaged in long and bloody Vwars
for the possession of theso real divini-
t ies.

~'blen one of theso sacrcd beasts is
feund in the forests, the king and his
ccurt proceed to incet anci escort buxu t'a
the capital, sbaded Iay sikncanopies
and iimbreilas. There a costly abode is
prepnred vithin the palace grounds.
Iligli officiais arc appoint-rd te attend
ta bis overy %vaut, and thcy xnust al.
ways enter bis presence with tokens cf
reverence.

In a letter of welconie, written lxy the
late king te Sir John Bowling, flritishi
Plenipotentiary, -Mardli 18th, 1.855, this
piostscript is added :

P« .S.-I bave juat rirturned froxu the
old City &Yuthia, of Siami. llftcen days
ago, -%vith the lieaut.ifi she tlephiant,
'which ynur exccllency wilwitness boe
on vour excelienc'y's atrrivai.

«. S. P>. P. Mclrrr <â Tl,î Ki,.y

Wbetber thc Buddhisnx of iamis n
idclatrous syvsteni caci reader must

juîlge from the abovo stateanents, and
ise frein tho kiud of reverence paid to

the Exneraid cr JaLspe.r Image of fluddhttljl
xnentioncd abovo, wvhicl bas more than
onice heen the apparent occasion cf
bieody wars. In a written accoxint cf
this image, given by the bite king te Sir
John Bowring. lie says : «' Ris majesty
reverences and w-orships this jasper
imago the saine as if Buil Gotarn
(Gautanma Buddha) -wero yet ahive."

The Present Outlook

Twcnty years ago a Laos king sorely
persecutcd thie inative churches in hia
dominions, and maartys'e biood was shed;
but since that turne entire freedoni cf
worsbip las everywhere been granted.
and the oniy limait ta the prosedc.tion cf
successful xnissionary work is the lac..
of laborers and cf mnens. It miust nnt
lic supposedl that tue present king and
bis court are disposedl to change their
religion. or that they bax-. any great
apprebension that thbeir cointryw,%ill b&.
coma other tban ]iuddhist. The k-ing.
iný an autograph hetter, thanked Sir Ed.
win Arnold for 4The Light of Asia,"
as a grand defence cf iBuddhisqm; and
yet it is not hik-ehy that the enhigbtened
sovereign accepts ail the nonsense which
tbat pemi contains. The hate king. bis
father, left memornana wbich gave a
bistoryv of Gartama far enough frcm the
abiurd legends whbich Mr. Arnold clotIes
witb se niucli fascination.

The present ruler bias sbown the mani-
fcst effects cf modemn enlightennient in
certain efficts which ho bas issued
agaiinst the low and enthralling super.
stitions cf bis people, and aiso bv bis
libemrai treatinent cf xnissionaries. RIe
bas placed one missionary nt the hoad
cf bis royal xxniversity, aud nother lhm
been calcd to assume direction cf the
Government bospitals.

On the otlher baud, it is quite possi-
ble that the Goveraxent of Siam masy
flna, cehng, that Western civilization is
ntau xxnmixed goodl. Alrca-dy agndlm;

aud unscrtipuhous commerce is bringe1-
cvii influences. It is said that such
is the influx of corrupi hitrratturo in
cbh-ap forte, especiahly translaticus -if
lov Frenrh novels, that fathers are 1*-
gïnniug to lirevent their dnughters frArx
learning to rend, as tIc only meoaus of
safety.. The liattle iD Siamin 1 net yet
won.
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