
EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS. an

aforesaîd acts of ait(ideaizd blood-let-
tiiig, forevei-." Ilence tlîis "Service
of Reconciliation" 0o1 fle l4tlî of Oc-
tober. The LOfldIM 17me~S, wvitl a
tone bordering on conteniPt, aslis whY,
if flic great templew~as "ipoiluted"l by
the crime, services were not entirely
suspended--,viy tlic altar was not;
dismantled, and tlic edifice closed un-

fil flue profanation could lie removed
by a "1reconciling service ?" Others
ask, %vlîy ftie freak of a sensational
suicide, slxouid be considered as, "pol-
lutin--" a sacred edifice.

General Boothi gives f0, the -%vorld
lus nex' contribution to the great
problein of l'owv to takie care of flue

unluoused, unfed poor of London,
alniost at ftic sanîctinie that luis ivifes
body is borne to burial.

Ifer funeral -%vas one of the nuost
impressive events of mîodern social
liistory. MWli-,tever -%ve niay tluiuîk of

ftie Salvation Arnzy, it is one of flic

,nîost renxarliabie developineuts of our
timie. Ifs genesis is recent--it began
in ftic yezir 1805, and kzept ifs "Silver
Jubilee"' ini 1890. A quarter of a cen-
tury ago 'Williami Boothx resigned bis

post as aMefhodisf nuinister, N~ew Con-
nection, and began bis «'Churistian
3lisrion,I" thirfeen years later called
the Il Sa-lvationxArnuy."

Atter fluis quarter century, this
Salvation .Arm.y, at Nv]iose nienibers
sud niethlods flue ivorld and tlue

Church. sneered, no-% lias ifs banners
flying iii thirty-four countries or colo-
nies, boasts 10,000 muen and ivonien
*%vloily givenui p f0 ifs wvork, hiolds
50 ,000 religions mieetings -%veekly,
wvhicli are attended by millions of

]iifhierto negiected and oufcast people.
It lis, inoreover, twentv-sevefl weekzly

copies are sold in the streers, saloonus,
etc.Ifasccuutd ely4,0-
000 Nvort1î of property. and its rentais
for ineeting-plnrs,'? miches RL.000,000
ai year, w~hile it lias n totzil inconie of
betveeni threc and four millions.

Despite ail ifs sensiutional nuetiods,

ail that;offends refined faste, the Salva,-
tion Armny compels recognition by
downrighit earnestness and lieroie self-
denial. One of the miost conservative
ministers of the ]?resbyterian body, in
'a receijt visit f0, London, -%vent re-
peatedly to the armiy meetings, and,
after careful investigation, declares
himself wonderfully impressed -mith
thec evidences of God's presence and
power.

Shiortiy before lus deatiî Canon.
Liddon went to one of tlie Salvation
Arîny mieetings in London. As lie
Nvas returning Nvithi a friend, lie said:

"It fills one with. shanie! I feel
gnilty whvlen I tiîink of nîyself! To
think of tiiese poor people, ivithi tlieir
imiperfect grasp of flue fruth! And yet
imta contrast between -what they do

and ivhat -%e are doing! Wluen I
compare ail flueadvantages wve enjoy,
-%e who, possess flue wluole body of
truth, and sec howv littie use we iake
of it, liow littie effect wve produce coin-
pared wvitlu that Nvhich 'vas palpable
at that meeting, I take snine f0 my-
self. I did not like flic wvomen speal-
in-, ]owever. You k-now I have tlic
iiiisfortune to agree wvitli the Apostle
P'aul on that question."

And now. INrs. Boothu, after long
and acute suffering, bas died, and flue
day of lier f unerai, though raw, foggy,
dismnai, flue procession numbered
probabiy 50,000 people, and fixe streets
Nwere denseiy fluronged -witiu spectators.
At the luead of ftie narcliing columus
were fixe 5,000 officers of ftic army,
nien anîd -women, inarshaied in fifteen
battalions. Encli battalion carried a
lag, sonie of tlxein a mniîber of flags,
generaliy of whlite, wvitlî inscriptidns
iii coiored letters, suclu as 4"Love one
Aniothier," "' Save 'vour Soui," ccelieve
in God," anud one cspecialiy striking
flag bcaring the. Nvords, Il Motlier of
the Saivation Arniiy." The coffin was
carried on an opnen lucars, and bore
no enîblims beyoixd M.Nrs. l3ootii's
bonnet and cloak, and tixe flag of tue
zarmiy, according to lier carnest desire
for sinupiicity in funeral refornm.
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