
T}UI ]3ROGrLESS OF ISLAM.-FE.

2. ;Canon Taylor considers Ma«ýhommedanismi a faith mucli more easy
oit comprehlension to tho Negro mnd, and, moreover, a faith whlichl

contaîns ini a s.ýmiplc form the essentiaels of Christian truth. Hie finds
in 'tlîe Koran undeveloped seeds of Christian truth; Malloxmedanism
is *an imiperfect Christianity ; the Moslcm and the Chiristian alikze wor-

shlp the One God, and regard the Lord Jesus Christ as the one siniess

and perfect pattern of humanity; and there is nothmng in Mahlommed-

anism . ntgonistie to Christianity. It is astounding to hear a dignitary
of the Churcli of England ýseriously telling ns that for the Negro in

the Ileart of Africa M1alîornmnedanlism and Cliristiauity are convertible
terins; that to deal with liim effcctiveiy wve must go, not to the simple

verities of the Christian faith, but to a faith whose igçhtest pryinciples

are a corruption of an imiperfeet Juda-.ism. AuJd the ground on wvhieih

hoe offers us this advice is the rapid spread of Mahiommnedanism, amono-

these degradcd Afric-an tribes. Wu do îîot want and do not expeet te

sec Christianity spread iu such, a fashion. It is e'asy te teaci, even al

Negro to articulate the words Allalh or Bkznîillah; -when this is dJolie he
is a Mahiommedau. There is a sirnplicity in this sort of conversion

which cannot be denied. But we (Ie not expect conversion to Chris-
tianity iwith the same rapidity and simiplicity. We believe, in spite of

Canon Taylor, that thc Neg-ro mmnd can take in Christianity-nlot SUCI,
umdeveloped germs as are fonnd in the Roran, but sucli clear and dis-

tinct statemients of truth as ive find iii the gospels. In the conversion
of the Northiern nations, it is truc, whole tribes wvere indiscriminately
baptized and callcd Christians. Tlîa-,t is a mode of propagating Ohis-
tianity which is net in favor now. Christianity does nlot gain tribes and
nations in miasses. It is elle by one that it lys its hold tîpon the seuls
of men. Its power te couvert and renew oue Neýgro is siifficienit t

3h0w its suitability for the race. Aud wvo have happily qbundant ils
trationz of this power. Wc hlave lîcard the Rev. David Clement Scott

agaiin and again dec]are-wec thoughit lie went a littie tee Lar-that
there was ne truth whichl tIîe African as lie klicw himi was unable te
grasp auJ thoroughly understanJ, aud no spiritual attaiumeut of which
lie i"als net capable. We liave heard Dr. Laws, of the Frec Churdli
Mission on Lake yaaspeakz in similar, if more ineasured ternis. AI-
thougli the niumber of couverts in cennection with African Missions is
smnall, and aithougli many converts are neot successes, tiiere are African
Christians with as firm, a grasp of flic doctrines of grace as is te bc
found among communicants at home, and with dharacters which, for
consistency and devotion te Christ, wotîld Put many professing Chris-
tians in Britain te shame. Z

When Canon Taylor quotes the earnestness auJ devoultness and lini-
,nility of the Mahommedan missionaries, wvho go about without purse
or scrip disserninatingr illir religrion by quietly teching thcKrah

identifies hilmself Ivith a picture whîichi is only au ideal, and with a je-


