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foids of the IcerebraI mass in its Inter developme 'nt in the osseous
chamber of the skuli, and within ordinary limita thcy probably exer-
cise no appreciablo, influence on physical or mental activity. From
long and careful observation, especially of chidren, 1 atn satisfied
that with thre great majority rightbandedness is mainly the resuit of
education, or a compliance with prevailing usage. Little effort
would bo needed with snob te superinduce lefthanded•ezs. But
thora are a sufficient number of persans naturally*and irstinctively
righthanded ta détermna tire bias of thre majority; thongli they
caniiot influence another, though smalier nuxaber, 'who have an equally
%trou- and ineradicable impulse ta thre use cf thse left band. WhoreVer,
therefore, opportunity is afforded for examination of the brain, it is
désirable tInt in every case cf marked inequality between the two
hemispheres, inquiry should bc instituted as ta the concurrence of a
strongly pronorrnced right or ]efthandedness.

But it has aiso been affrmed as the restit cf repeated observations,
tînt tire is often a decided difference in thre weigIrt cf thse two
hemispheres cf the brain. M. Broca states tInt in forty brains he
found the left frontal lobe heavier than thse rigit; and Dr. Boyd,
when describing the meults obtained by hiar from observations on
upwards cf 500 brains of patients in tIre St. Marylebone Hlospital,
seys: -lItis asinoular fact, eonfirmed by thse examination cf near]y
200 cases at St. Marylebone, in which the hemispheres were weigbedl
sepnrately, that almost invnriably tIc weight cf the loft exceeded
that cf thre riglit by at least the eiglrth cf an ounce." But the cave-
fui independent observations cf Professer Wagner and Dr. Thurnam
fail1cd ta confiras theso results. Erons thse -weighing cf the two
hentispheres cf eighteen distinct brains, Professer Wagner found thre
right'henrisphero the iseavier in ton, and tbo ]efb in six euses, while
in the renraining two they were cf equai weiglit. Dr. Thurunas,
without entering into details, states tInt tise esuits cf his weighings
did net confira Dr. Boyd's observations ; adding that "lfress carefful
observations are certainaly needed before we can admit the general
preponderance cf tho Ieft Iremisphere over the right."

It lias te ho borne in remembrance tînt thôug. thse two bemi-
spheres of thse brairi are sufliciently indicated in-every case, there iB
-ne iatural séparation betwieen, thom, and the division in the exact
median line is a delicats opération, in which a very slight bisa of thée
operator's band wilI suffce te beget sucd a deviation froru the truc


