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all wonld be equal, he vejected them, as he was then more powerful
and had more influence than they, and by entering the alliance he
weuld be brought down to an equality with them. Determined,
however, to carry out the Confederation scheme, the Mohawk and
Ouneida tendored the Onondaga the office of “ Fire-keeper” in the
uew Couunectl they would forws. This, giving him the sole authority
of opening or closing the Councils of the Five Nations, and a veto
power upon all transactions of the Confederate Chiefs, induced the
Qunondaga to yield. The Cayugas and Senacas were subsequently
added, and thus comploted the schemo of Corfederation of the Five
Nations—a lasting evidence of their wisdors, and that they were
entitled to the name of statesmen much more than many “ pale-faces”
of the present day. From the consummation of this scheme, the
“pew nationality” stendily though slowly increased in prosperity
and power till about the time of the settlement of ths English at
Jamestown, when they had reached the zenith of their power and
glory. Their hanting grounds extended from the great lakes upon
the north to the Cumberland River and Cherokee country upon the
gouth and east of the Mississippi.

They subdued nation after nation, ¢ill their name was kaown and
their arms dreaded by nearly all Indian tribes east of the Rocky
Mountains.

With what has occwrred to us since we came in contact with the
pale-faces, most of you are familiar, and I need say but a few words.
At the time that New Amsterdam chianged masters, was formed that
alliance with the English which has been kept inviolate by the
Mohawks unto this day, The Indians were engaged in all the wars
that took place upon this continent for the possession of Canada,
between the Englishk and French, and to them England, most uvn-
doubtedly, owes her possessions in America. Their fidelity and
the sirength of their friendship will better appear when it is taken
into consideration that they had not only no personmal interest to
serve, but slso tempting offers were frequently made to them by the
foes of England, to remain st least neutral. But their invariable
reply was, “ When my brother is glad we rejoice, when he weeps, we
also wecp.”

At the close of the revolutivnary war, the Molwwks, having
throughout fought for theiv brother the King, though the Amevican
Government generously offered thew the undisturbed possession of



