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the strangle.tare are cagerly sought for by the turtle.dove; and
those of the wire-weed by the lap-wing. The fact is, there are
very few birds, whether great or small, that we could well spare,
except, perhaps, the housc-rparrow ; which, though very useful
while rearing their young, which they feed with caterpillars, are
professional and dexterous thieves all the rest of the year.”

HAY-MAKING.

Hay is dricd grasses of different kinds, and thercfore differs in
its nature according to the species of grasses from which it is pre-
pared. When grown on a natural meadow, subject to irrigation,
1t ir called mcadow-hay, and of this kind a very large quantity is
snoually made and used in England.  The mukinﬁ of hay from
clover and rye.grass requires little care or skill in dry and genial
climates, but it is attended with difficulty in those places subject
to sudden alterutions of wet weathor. The pm* may be
described as follows : —

When the grass has arrived at or near its full growth, but
peforc the seed is perfected, it should be cut dowu, for by this
means, if properly attended to afterwards, it will retain its nutri-
tive qualitics, as well as an additional weight, which it would not
have had if permitted to attain a greatcr degree of ripeness. A
short time after being mown, 1t should be tumed over in full
swathes, without being scattered.  If not in a fit state to be cocked
the first day after cutting, it shouid be put into small hand.cocks,
assoon as its state of tilth will aliow; from these it should be
guthered into larger oncs, and when its condition permits, put iuto
tramp ricks. Sometimes, however, the cocks are so large, that
they do not require to be put into tramp ricks. The gathering of
the hay is generally performed by women and boys, some carrying
ad ot{crs raking up what may rcmain. A superintendent should
be placed over the workers, to sec that the hay is in no way scat-
tered, as the less it is caposcd lo the sun the better. In wet
seasons, auy metiiod which could possibly be devised to securc
the hay crop in good condition, would be of the greatest benefit.
1t is in unfavourable weather that hay.making may be said to be
awart, as in good weather the preparing of it is attended with
comparatively little trouble. In Lagcashire, there is a method
pctised ealled tippling, which is 81id to be a cheap and superior

way of making hay in wet scasons. In making the tipple, a
person with the right hand rolis the swathe inwards, unti! he has
alittle bunch, then the samc is done with the left hand, till both
mect, and the quantity will form about cight or twelve pounds.

This bundle is set on end between the feet, and a rope of twisted .

frss is tied round it ncar the top.  From the top a few stragaling
gems are drawn up, which are twisted to make the tipple taperto
apoint, and give it as much as possible a conical shape.  After
sanding a few hours, these bundles are said to become so smooth
mthe outside, that the heaviest rains scldom wet them throughout,
ud when wet they are casly dried again.  As soon as rendi,
they are put into the summer rick, or even into the winter stack,
1 very dry, but they ncver require to be opened up, cven if not
qite dry.” By this method, it is said, not a leaf is lost ; and the
liay is nearly as green as if dried bencath folds of paper. In a
moderate crop, one woman will tipple to onc mower, and onc wo-
mn will rake to two tipplers or swathers ; but where the crop is
wopg, it may require threc women to keep pace with two mow.
. After the Lay is put up in_this manner, the crop may be
idcred as sccure, cven though wet weather should continue
lor some time after.
The criterion far good hay is, thatit should be green in the
, and perfectly dry; and to sccure this, the mcthod which
expose 1t least when making, must be the best.  ¥ine green
7, horscs will eat to excess; while hay fully ripe has ncither
i+ swectness to induce them to cat nor the nounshing cffects
caten. ‘The loss of sced which the hay sustains from over-
takes p__'l'cati}y1
1 only prevents
ained, 1if properly managed.  Making of hay may be compared
the drying of medici-.«l planis, which, if the colour is not pre.
ed by being dried in the dark without pressure, are considered
lite valuc.  If the land on which the hay grew is to be devoted
sccoeding years to pasture, carly cutting 1s of esscntial value
its faturo productivences ; ryc.grass, in particular, is much hurt
7being allowed to ripen in the soed, Some cultivators, indeed
that this defcct is madc up by the shedding of the sced
the ground, which by growing will contribute to form a close
th;. bat the loes which the olf plants sustain is not madc up

from its nourishing quality : carly cutting
c loss of sced, but the nutritive juices arc |
X ! i the great bulk of the House.
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Grass when dried into hay loses about three.fourths of its weight,
four hundred tons in the ficld yielding about onc huudred tons
when put into the stack; and by hcat and evaporation it is sup.
posed to bo still farther reduced about ten per cent.  Inthe stack.
ing of hay in England, it is considered that & moderate degree of
fermentation has the effoct of communicating a flavor toit, which,
as exemplified in the difference between old and new hay, not
only ronders it more nutritious, but alge makes it more palatable to
the cattle fed upon it. The greater the quantity of sap which can
be retained, without endangering it being fired or becoming mow.
burnt, the more perceptible will this flavor be. The time of put-
ting the hay into stack, thercfore, requires cunsiderable judgment,
and depends not alope upon the stato of tho weather, but also
upon the condition and quality of the crop. It is a just remark
‘¢ that if light crops, or thosec produced upon a poor, hungry,
unmanured soil, were to be long exposed to the action of the sun
and air, their juices would be dricd up, and they would lose both
in their weight and nutritive value.” Hay may therefore be made
too dry, or,'when the crop is very heavy, be carried to the stack
in too wet a state. In Scotland, there is little risk of the hay being
spoiled by being stacked too soon, as in many instance:, after it is
ricked, it (s allowed to stand for weeks on the ficld, and receives
much damage from exposure. From these facts, it is evident that
hay.making in England is conducted in a manner far superior ta
that practiscd in Scotland.

NEWS,

e

The arrival of the Acadia has furnishcd news to the 19th of
May the principal items of which are contained in the following
summary :

On the 8th instant, the Annual Budget was laid before the
House by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Every branch of the
revenuc, with the exception of the Post Office, hus fallen off. In the
Customs there has been a deficiency of £750,000; in the Excise,
it has been cven greater—£1,200,000. The gross revenue would
produce, Sir Robert Pecl calculated, £47,640.000; it has only
yielded £45,600,000—a falling off of nearly two millions.

The government has not succeeded by the concessions it has
made i the schemedfor educating th> children of the poor in the
manufacturing distrivts. The Dissenters still regard it as viola.
ting the rights of conscience, and forcmost among them are the
Wesleyans, the most numerous and inflyential of all the dissen.
tients from the Church. The Bill, it is clear, must be abandoned,
for to pass it, amid such a hurricane of opposition, would be mad.
ncss.  Sir James Graham has certainly denuded the mcasure of
many objectionable features, but enough remains to give para-
mount supremacy to the Church party, in the mode of electin,
the trustees, in the appointment of the head.master,—on whicﬁ
the Bxshtig has a votc,—and othcr maiters of detail. In this
light the Disscnters and Roman Catholics view it, and from this
fecling they oppose it,  Besides, the measure receives a very chil.
ling support from a large: section of the sui-disant friends of the
Government, for the very opposite reason, that it does not go far
cnough—that it docs not throw the whole machinery for educa.
ting the cluldren of the poor into the arms of the Church of
Englund.

The Corn.laws were debated four nights last week in the House
of Commons, rather from compliment to the people out of doors
than from the least chance of the arguments pro and con 1nfluen.
cing the members within.  Near the conclusion of the debate Mr
Cobden presented himself to the House, and delivered one of the
most cffective—if not the very ablest of the many able speeches
which he has made in favour of Free Trade generally, and the
abolition of the Cornlaws more particularly. The tone of the
speech was most bitter against the landed proprictors, who form
Perhaps a more unpalatable speech
to the majority of the Members, was never heard 1n the House of
Commons. The voting showed 381 against the motion, and 123
for it. The minority, though small, comparatively speaking, has
inercased Ly ncarly forty votes since the former discussion; but
the result of the division is a very inadeguate criterion of the feel-
ing out of the Housc on the subject of these odious and unpopular
laws.

The agitation for the Repeal of the Union is making strides in
ircland very alarming to the Government.  Instead of attending
to his dutice in the Housc of Commons, Mr. O'Conncll has re-



