
[1s~3'POUR PROM )&OeTREAL TO PORTPLAND AND THE WHIITE MOUNirAfl,-.

u sefut a companion, I wouIl recommend k> his partieular atten-
tion in successionl the înteresting seenery iii the vicinity of Bou-
cherville inountain, 10 miles from Montrent; aucid 9 miles furtiior,
beyond the river Richelieu, ttîe pretty little village of St. Hilaire,
andi tte flne estate anti attractive residence of Major Camipbetl,
th-, Seigneur of Ltauville, k> ttîe left, wittî the wvood-clad isolateti
mnountain of Beloeit to the rig ht; and, 13 miles fate 1 the cheer-
futl lookingt thrivingy town of St. Hyaciîthe, siticiatod on the river
'Yamaska, Cand noted for its Cattiolie College. About five miles
beyond ttîis, you exehiange the cultivated prairie ]anît of tlîe St.
Lawrene valtey, for a gradually ascending foi-est tract of country
%Whieti contnAes more or lesm tntil about 42 miles, furtlier you
cross the fine river St. F'rancis, wherc the uine of RailVay k> Que-
'bec turns oit to tlîe teft, while tht tok Portland nakes a curve to
the Southi, witli tîme vitlaga of Richmond on one bank of the
river, and that of Melbourne on the other.

From thenc you follow ttîc interesting valiey of the St. Fran-
rds,-not unfrcquentty close along the ba.nks, for about 24 miles,
when you cross3 it bofore arrivingr at the flnely Illocated " and im-
portant rising tewn of Sherbrooke, the highly prornising, capital of
the gastern Townships, most etigibly situateil, at ttme eonfluence
of the river Mamgog wvth the St. Francis,-.anl at wlîiclî it woutd
be welt worth wlmile k> hait a day, k>, inspeet its various mnanufac-
ttres, and take a ramble amongr ttîe attractive scenery nlong Ltme
noisy but useful Magog, untit iL plunges dowvn a succession of
rocky dclivities, to meet tîme more placid and broader St. Francis.

Renewing yonr rapid journey, about 3 miles on you pass thc
pretty vittage of Lennoxvilte, chiefly noted for its Episcopat, Col-
togo, and iinmcdiately afterwards cross the littIe river Coaiticooke,
nt its jünction wvitli the St. Frnois, and fottow up ttîe course of
the latter, past Compton, te, near iLs source, iii a pretty laketet
catted Norton Pondl,-crossing, in ttîe meantitne the boundary
lino bctween Caanda and Vermont, about 127 miles from. Mont-
real; and about 16 farther, yeu reach tîme picturesque and, pros-
pectively important station and village of Island Pond, se call
from the small island on the pretty little lake on wtîich it is situ-
ated, 143 miles fromn Montreat. Soon after passing, Island Pond

you cross tue ri(lge of tue Greeneuontains, here 1176 foot above
the son, and forîning, the boundary between the States,, of Ver-
mont and Newv Hlampshire.

From this interesting point, you proceed througlh a hlighly pic-
turosque Highland tract etr country, bjunted on cîther hand by
the tewering peaks of the White Mountains, (two of wtiicti, on
the left, are p.ariticularly rernarknble for their bare, lionry fronts,)
vioe Strat'orul, 15 miles, Northuiirnberland, 12 mites, Milan, 18
miles, and Birlin FaIts, 7 mites, to wvhat is indiscriminitely called
the Alpine and Gorliara bouse, wleni .yeu have attainel an oie-
vatien of 802 foot above the loe]e of tîme se-s, and aie 201 miles
frors Montreai, and 91 froin Portland.

This being a very comînodious and agrecnbly sitiuntcd hotol
it might be wett te romain n day or two here, if you can nffird.
it, to enjoy a ramble aîneng the surroundIing Alpine scenery; but
that net being at present omîr intention, let ns hasten on to Port-
]and, merely noting by the Nvay ttîat aneng the most attractive
points on this stili remantie reute are Gilead station, il miles-
a mile or two befere arriving at wtîich the railroad croses tho
boundnry betwvcen New Hamnpshîire and Maine, and frein whemce,
it is werthy of renrk, tîme grade is said te, have a descent of 60
feot in the mite ;-Mcîanics' Falls, 19 miles, Danvilie Junctien,
16 miles, the pretty seaports of Yarmouthm, il miles, and Fal-
mouth, 6,-and, last of -ail, Porttand, 5 miles, cresýsing half-way
a bridge over n creek or intet of the son of abo)ut 300 fot-
making attogether a journoy of 291 mites, nccDmplished in t4e
8hort space of 12 heurs!

Having enjoyed a day or two in rambling about, and admiring
the prospeious interior, as welt as the interesting and picturesque
environs of Ilthe Forest City," a distinctive appellation deservedly
acquired by Portland from the flumerous sliady trees which em-
bellisi its fine, broad streetq, let us prepare to return homewards,
with the intention of devoting at least one day to, a detour fromn
Goriain, to sente the lofty suluimit of Mounit Washington.

No sooner diii the cars reach Gorham, than we learnt that a
covered four-liorse wilggon was about to start immediately with
a load of tourists for the Gien Huse, about seven miles distat4
near the foot of Mount WashinIgton ; and therefore no time was
to be lost; so, transferring our cloak and carpet baig from the
train to this vellite, 'we, (consisting of myself and a worthy
frienci bent on the saine nx 1)ditiofl,) joined a merry party of somo
ton or twelve more, and were soon joltng on our sluggish way,
41ttîrough wooils and wild@," up the rather roinantie v'a1e of the
stony-bedded littie river Peabody, tO Gien House,-to flnd in
this sequestered spot a very coinmodioils and comfortabte hotel.
situateti on a cheerftit, open, rising grround, considered 830 feet
above, the leVel of Goriara, and hieinnmed in on every side by an
ilnposinc circle of towerîng inounitains, aînonkg the most promi-
nelit of whichi risc Mounts, Adains and Jefferson, overlooked by
their loftier superior, Mount Washington.

Those only who have visited this singularly situnteci mâns'on1ý
an weil imagine tue inlposing grandeur of the surrounding

Alpine prospect ;-and I will therefore not atteinpt to delineate it.
Suffice it to note, that nfter a coinfortable night's rest and a hcarty
breakfast next morning, wve set out with a party of six or seven
others, to encounter the toit of a five mile seramble to the top of
Mount Washington, on foot; whvle a few others,* and among
these several Ilies, preferred doing so on horseback-which,
steep and rnggu-d as the patti was dcscribed k> be, we could not
help thinking -- vouid prove the inost toilsome and dangerous mode
,of trnvel.

Shortly after lenving the Glen flous, yon descend into the
stony bcd of the Peétbody, and after crossing it dry-shod, by
mens of stopping stones and a friendly piank, the path enters
dense foi-est, composel of overy variety of trocs, sucti as beecb,
bircli, inapte, oak, liemnlock, mnountain asti, spruce and other kinds
of fit-, wvit1î a tan.glcd undcergrowth of various shrtibs and plants,
se as te shuat out the view on evory side. We had not advanced.
above n mile or twvo up our steep and rugged path, anid rocks
and roots, and Imud and mire, and bogun cougrratuiating ourselves
on lîaving wisely preferred journeying, on foot ; wlien Io! we
were stirtled by the sound of voiccs in our rear; and soon after
al)proaclied and passed us the expected party on horsebaek,
threaling their way up the cragrgy defile at a wonderful. rate, at
the discretion of their sigu lariy sure-footed little n",. Chacun
a Son got," not%%itbstanding, tlîough t I, n9 11)0rceived the
ridors, hurried forward, as it wvere involnntarity, witti their eyes
anxiously fixed betwvcn the cars of ttîeir steeds, wvhile we were
teif at liberty to liait and tah-e breath, or turn to snntchi an o-cca-
sionai glimpse at the imp}osing scenery above and below us, Even
tlîis, however, could not be enjoyed untit nenrly hnlf-wny up,
after hiaving exchnnged the dense forest for a higimer zone or beit

ostted7vegretation, consisting chiefly of dwarf spruce and

cedars, to, be succeeded, about t'vo-ttîirds froîn the top, by a dreary
tract of utterty shrubiess, licheni-eLîid fragrments of rock, scattered
in witd confusion, ait the rest of the way -to the summit.

On at last nearing tho anxious objeet of our pilgriniage, the
delighted cye mneots in the distance a long, low, rough-built shed,
snugly nestted among the shapeless masses of rock, and dignified
with the imposing namne of the IlSummit Hozise," or lHt,"
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