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pensations are measured out to, families as well as to individuals. Theso'
dispensatioris are intendcd for thcir benlofit ; tind, where observod and
iniproved, are, "1made to workç for thecir good." Soine of tie moat tender
and sanctifyingr influences are derived froni this source, whereby God xxakes
hils people Il ucet for the inlieritance of the saints in light." I-as not the
hecad of a famnily niuch to say to God, in rcpresenting their interests and
feelings, iu spreadiing out thecir case before Humii who is the hearer of prayer,

adili eraviiig that bimseif andi ]is liouse, by night and by day, inay be
under the protection of Jehovah ? Does not God send to, us, froîna time to,
tinie, tloinest.ic trials and afflictions? Is H-e not ever and aryin affording
to us special fihwiily (iciiverances? Are wve iiot, dhay by day, reeeiving, as
fanitfies, inanierable, beniefits at the baud of God, for whieh. we are called
to, bless lus naine ? Have we flot fainily sins whieh we arc called dailv to
confcss unto, God ? And shall ail this be tie case, and there, be no voiee,
on our part, to give utterance at the throne of grace to, those joys and
sorrows, those cares and griefs, and varied anxieties we experience, as
fauîiies, aribingr froin the dealings of God? 0O! why should a parent, who,
jpves his fiiniily, refuse to, plead with God ou their behalf, in coxnmon
supplication, or decline to be the organ of their communication with God,
for the purpose of cxpressing their wants, or griving utterance to their
tlihank-sgiving and praise ? W'hy should any hiead of a faniily be silent
wvhen God is saying unto hlmi, for ]lis comfort and the coinfort of those
under his care, " In everything, by prayer and supplication, with. thauks-
gn g, let your requests be made knowu unto God?" "aiuo ei
thc day of trouble; 1 will deliver tliee, and tbou shait glorify me." "It
is a grood. thingy to give, thanks unto the Lord, te, show forth Ris Ioving-
kinidness in tie mlorningr and blis faithfulness every night." And)

4. The churel bias nccd of the prayers of ber fainilies, for the suces
of lier ordinailees, and the operations iu which. she is engaged for the spread
of the gospel. WTheu God blesses Zion, lic makes ail the dwcllings round
about it a blessing. Fromn tiiose dwellings is heard daily the voice of
muelody aud joy, of tlîanksgiving and praise, of er.. ;aty and supplication,
as tlîe inutes pour ont their heurts before G od, in contemplation of the
varied «aspects of blis procedure towards ]lis clîurch. It is a happy sign of
the state of the chiurcli, wben Ilct th fan1ily apart" takes a becoming interest
ini the dhurch's affairs. and sends Up prayers to, God daily on bier beluaf.
It is wlien sueli prayers ascend daily fromn the fa-tnily altar, that we may
expeet that conversions will take place unto God, that God Ilwill bless
Zion's provision, and satistý bier poor with bread, and that thc lloly Spirit
will be poured out iii rieli effusion fronu on higli, giving cflèct te, the gospel
anid eausilng iiin cverywl- -re througliout our earth "lto sec the salvation of
God." And why slîould flot every fanily belongiig to our churcb engrage,
niorningc and evening, in this boly concert for prayer, supplicating a bless-
ing on lier ministers and rulers, ber mnissionaries and teachers, bier
ordinances and operations, ancý on ail, of every naine, who are the 'called of
C(-od, and who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth ? Shall
the families of our church be trained from earliest years to, contribute, te
our missions, and not bc tauglit daily te. pray to God for their suecess ?
We shahl ouly risc to the grandeur of our missionary enterprise, when cd
['anuiily of our clîur,31, net lcss than each individual, is found resolving that


