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uNIvn daily or,-soîe('1(1 tisierian),
beaten gray by stori, yet <lrawing lus
daily ilets :su it Stands, with nuo colit-
plaiit about its past youth, ini blanclhcd
aîîId mîcgeîassivencess Mnd serviccable-
nies", ga1thlering( lînîan souls togetiier un-
dcriileatl if. ; flhe soutid of ifs beils for
praye.r stili roling throuffh its rents, ; and
the grey peak of it seni fur across, the sea,
principal of the thr-e tuat rise above the
waste of surfy said and luillucked shîore,-
tlie liglifliouse for life, and the helfry for
labour, aind this-for patienice andi praise.

This passage 1 take to be onîe
of the mnost magnificent exanîiplcs
of the "pathectic faliacy " ini our
language. Perhiaps the "pathetie
failacv" is second-rate art; the
passage is tou long-21 i i ords
alas! witholut onle fuîll stop, and
more than forty conmmas and other
marks of puncituiationi-it lias re-
(iun(lancies. tautologies, andi arti-
fices, if we arc strictlv severe-
but what a picture. whiat pathos,
whiat subtlctv of observation. what
nobilitv of association-and withiai
huow conîplete is the unitv of il]-
Pression! I-Io'w- mlournful, hiow
stately is the cadence, hiou har-
nîonious and y-et peaceful is the
pliraseology, and lîow w'onderfullv
(10 thioughrt, the antique historv,,
the picture, the mnusical bars of
thec wlhole piece combine in beauty !
Wlîat fine and just im-ages-" flhc
larýge neglect,- the noble un-

sigtlnes.'The tower is " eaten
awvay hiv the Channel w-inds,"
.overgrrovn witlî bitter sed-

grasses. - It is " carelcss,"' "9puts
forth no claim,- lias " no pride,"
tlocs îîot " ask for pit, is îîot

fondly garrulous," as othier ruins
are, but stili goces thirough its
work, ' like soine 01(1 fishiernianl.
It stan(ls blanclied. mecagre. nias-
sive, but still serviccable, mlakingi
no coniplaint about its past y-outiî.
A w'onderfill bit of w-ord-paintingl
-(and, perhiaps. w~ord-painting,
ait least on a bigy calNvas.. is not
strictIv lafl-u suicl a pic-
turc a-, feu' pocts ani no prose-
writer lias surpasse(l Byron

wvould halve paiifetl if ini leeper,
flercer strokcs. Shielley and
W'ordsworth would have 1)ccf less
(lefinlite. Coleridge vOuild îlot
have driven hiome the moral si)
earnestly; thougli Tennyson mighit
hiave enibodied it in the stanzas
of li Memoriam.

Turn to another famous passage
(Modlerni Painters, vol. iv. cap.
19). It is the accouint of the
peasant of the Valais, iii the grand
cliapter on " Motuntain Gloom":

Tbey do nuf tindersfand xu incli as thec
naine of beauty (or of knweg.They
un<flerstatnd diniiy that (if virtue. Love,
paitience, hIospif.ality, faith, - tiiese thing"s,
fhley kniow. To gleain thecir ni eadows side
by side, so hap>pier ; to bear flie burdeni
ni> the brcaflîless niouiitain flank iinîniur-

nuringçly ;to bid the stranger drink fromx
tlicir vcssel of în1ilk ;to se at the foot of
their low dcath-beds ai pale figutre uponi
za cross,-, dying, also patiently ;-iin this
they are different froîn flie cattie ant froni
the stoncs ;but, ini ail this, unrewarded,
su far as coneeruis the presenit life. For
theiii, there is neithier advance nior exiii-
tation. Black brcad, rude rooif, dark
iiiglit, lahoric>us day, wveary au'îu at suni-
set ; anld life ebbs away. ŽNo books, no
ilougffis, nuo attaillnius, no rcsf,-ex-

Ccpf oily somnletimies a hittle sittingi iii flie
suni under the chutrchi wali, as the bell
tî>hls thini anid far iniich îotini air ; a
pattering of a fev pntyers, mit undi(er-
st<îod, hy flictlaitr.r.tils (if the dIiiy-
g9ilded Chape],-ani so, back fo the soin-
i rc honme, with the Clcîud 1xuion thei stili
unibr)kein-fha.t eloud of roekY gloin,
honi out <f thie wild toi'renit and minous
Stones, and uiifftened evuii in thicir
religioni, except by tlic vaguc promise o>f
son11w better thingse unkrcowni, mnîngAhng
with tlircatening, and ohscured 1h' an uni-
si)eakable h<rror-a sioke, L-, it Wiver, (if
inartyrdoîn, coiling, up with flie incense;
and a;unidst fli .iges of torturcd hcîdiesý
anld huinenfing spirits in liturfling flaines,
tlie very cro'ss, for tiiexui, dashied more
deefly thînu for otiiers witli gouts of
biood.

Thie piece is ovcr-w'roughit as
wveii as unjust, w'ith somnewhat
false emphiasis, but liow spleniidi(
in colour and] majestic in ]an-

guge! ' To bear the burden up
the breatlclss mountain flank un-

31ethodist Magaziwe a-nd Revietv.


