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buoyant spirit and boundig Btep. The
Engliali Presbyterian Chute hbad been
-seeking for a missionary to go to China for
two years; the offer wvas made to Burns and
aecel)ted by hirn. lin April, 1847, he was
.ordained at Newca8tle on Tyne, and on the
13th of INovember lic arrived at Hong Kong.
Leaving the liospitable European family
'where he at first found a comfortable home,
'he hired a humble tenement in the very
mnidst cf the native population that ho

might thereby thoroughly indentify hiruseîf
with those ho came to seek and save. lIn
dress, in diet, in language, to the Chinese
b. became as a Chinese, that lie migit, gain
the. Chinese. Gutzlaff gives him a native
teacher. lIn bis hired bouse lie opened a
amail sehool, and is soon agreeably surprized'
to see a Chinese woman and a child] knock-
ing ta b. admitted, and lie tbinks of the
time, when the mothers of China will bring
their children to the feet of Jesus that Hie
mnay bless tliem. After fourteen months,
when lie has become famailiar witli the
language, lie goes out into the highways and
villages, teaching, itinerating as in the days
cf bis early ministry. lIn 1849, lie fell
amongr thieves who stripped him of every-
thlng but the clothe, lie had on. At another
time, in the watcbes of the nigit, two
muffled figures appear at bis bedside and
hlid their naked swords at bis lieart:
"Do no violence my friends," lie said
calmly, Ilyou shahl have ail lI bave." Ris
landiord came in next morning to .condole

with hlm :-Il Poor fellows"!1 said lieI "let
us8 pray for them." Ln Mardi 1850 lie re-
moved ta Canton-the centre cf life in
Southern China, wliere ho epent sixteen
months, meeting withl ittie encouragement.
Next w. find himt again at Hung Kong,
along with Dr. Young, busy with native
chools, opening a hospital, and scattering

the. good seed through the surroumding
districts, Hie spends a whole year's salaty,
($1,250), ta, provide an additional work-
man. Chang-Chow with a population cf
half a million is visited. Rlere Le seeme
te have enjoyed tbe fullest liberty and
preached te large and mueli engaged audi-
ences. During the Taeping rebellion, when
ne other European could venture eut among
the rebels, lie was free te go where lie
liked:- "That man cf the Book," they
would say, "«must not b. touched." lIn

1854 he sets out with bis two native amsi3.
tants and spends two months in a suii;
t own whiere lie rejoices over twenty converti
Ilis brother mnissionary, Young, is taken ili
vitli i he returns to Scotland and n*~
leaves him tili his eyes are closed in dua&i1.
fIe sails again for China in 1855, accoin-
panied this time by the 11ev. Carstairà
Douglas who became one of the foreinost
mîissionaries in China, and who, died a fiw
years ago. He tries, unsuccessfully, to
reach the rebel headquarters at Nankin,
endangering bis lifo ini the attempt. Six
months are spent at Shanghai, in the very
garden of China. At Canton he was first
robbed and then arrested. At Swatow,
where lie spent two years doing noble work,
lie was offered a chaplaincy with rank of
major by Lord >aunure, which he de-
clined. About this time lie had an interview
witi Lord Elgin wbich led to correspon-
dence on important publie matters and
eventually to inaking Swatow oue of the
free ports. lIn 1863 he reached ]Iekin 'g, the
capital of China, 'where lie remained four
years in a small bouse rented by him fur less
than one dollar a xnontb. Ilere lie enjoyed
del.ightful intercourse witli other mission-
aries, ail of whom lie greatly aided in their
work. While preaching and itinerating- hoe
carried on the 'work of translating sucli
books as "lThe Peep of Day» and"I 1ilrirn
iProgress ;" also a volume of hymns, and
the Psalms translated from the Hebrew into
Chinese. Ris perfect mastery of the Lin-
guagre gave liim, great advantage in suck
work. In 1867 he took leave of many kzind
friends ln Peking and set bis face towarde
lNieuchang, in the far north, '-for therc was
no missionary labouring there." "Thev
who go to tlie front of the battle," lie would
say, Ilget tlie blessing." But alas ! it too
soon became apparent that lie had corne
here to die. Ris uraturally robust consti-
tution bad been undermined by t'e coni
tinuons strain on body and mind. After
linc'ering for some months, witnessing a
good confession, the Master camue ad
called him. and lie passed in boly triumph
Up into the cloud of Witnesses. Li the
grave-yard of Nieucb.ang a plain headstole
marks the place of bis repose bearing the
following inscription :-" To the memory Of
thie Rev. William C. Burns, A. M., inissioul
ary to the Chinese from the Presbyterifl
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