THE MARITIN I°

MR. MOODY ON PRAYER MEET-
INGS.

Some men kill a prayer meeting by
simply going into it. They come in with
an uiv that as good as eays that mreeting
is going to be formal and atiff. He goes
up to the desk and drops down out of
sight and you don’t hear anythingl from |
him till he gets upto give cuta hymn.
Everything is cold and formal, no pleas
antness about the meeting at all. The
leader gets up and gives outa hymn, and
reads it clear through before it is sung.
He reads a chapter and tells you he has
not come prepared with anything and
you find that out yourself before he’s
gone very far. Then after having talk-
ed the spirit out of the meeting he will
say there seems to be a lack of interest,
and then deacon So-and so will make
his usual prayer, one he has made for
twenty years. Then they will have ao-
other hymn and four or five whuo have
led in the prayers for yeais will say a
prayer. A man ought to go to the meet-
ing and leave all his stiffness outside.
Make everybody feel at home. Let him

and sit in front of the desk, not be-

ind 1t. Give out the hymns and have
the meeting started before the people :
know it.

Another thing. If there are about a
hundred people at the meeting I would
bave about a hundred seacs. I wouldn't
have five henared seais and have a hun
dred people scattered all through them.
But people say you can’t make the room -
amaller, you can’t move the seats, they i
are fastened to the floor. Get a desk on |

]
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rollers, and roll .t down to where the
ople are. Get in amongst them, and
et them feel they are all together. Have .
the room well lighted, so that you can |
read a hymn or portion of Scripture with-
out straining your eyes. I don’t know
as that applies 30 much to cities as to |
small places. I have been in places :
where the lamp chimneys looked as if ;
they were made of ground glass-—had'nt :
been cleaned for s;ix months |
Ventulation is another important thing. |
Take a man who has been workin, 1y
day, perhaps in the open air, particularly i
iu a bracing air like this morning, and ;
let him go nto a place as close as some |
of our meeting-places are. I have been !
n places where it seemed to me I was
breathing the very air that I did there .
twenty years before—that man will be- |
gio to feel drowsy. People think it is:
the fauit of the meeting.  But often it .
ain’t. It’s only air the man wauts. i
The room ought to be kept clean and '
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cheerful.

Have & good deal of singing.

Don’t stick to the same old things al-
ways, aud if the meeting gets into a rut,
petat vut. Dow't think because things
have been just so for fifty yeara that
they have got to stay ao forever. I knew
# e where a new superintendent was
viccted in the Sabhuth School, and he
applied to the trustees to have a few
henones removed.  They wouldn't have
it 'Thoge benches had been so almost
eiver since they could rememnber, and so
they'd got to stay Change the seats a
little, it its goiug to help you to break
up suiffness and get the meeting out of
a1ut.

Have a praise meeting now and again.
A man once said *‘I lived on Grumble-
stiect nearly all my life; bu: 1 moved
over into Thanksgiving street, and I tell
you it’s a good deal plearanter locali y.”

I kuew a miuster who had taken
charge of a congregation in New Eng-
land. He couldn’t get the meeting out
of the rut.  They had been going on in
the same old way for ever so long : got
the ruts worn 20 deep the peopie had
lost sight of one another.  He gave out
one Sunday morning that there wonld
not be the usual prayer meeting on Fri-

 day evening, but that in its place they

Oue dea-
it the youny pastor
heut oot havinyg

wekal have a praise meeting.
con ashed anotie

had -0 - i
pras. colingd, s oo e badn't
o b any of dhom iy thought
be war tuhing gicat ab.oties, aud they
called upon him i his room.  He told
them that they hal been Laving prayer-
meeting for a long tie, and he thought
aﬂmlse meeting a good thing. They
asked him what he meant by a praise
meeting —so long since they'd had any-
thing ct that kind, you see, they'd for-
gotten what it was.

The meeting wae held. The pastor
read one of the Psalma of David, and
called upo: any who had anything to
praise Guld for to let their feelingz He
known. One by one they began to rise,
all stiffuess was gone, and  after the
meeting was over, instead of each going
away as quick us he céuld, the people
stayed, and sho.k hands with one anoth-
er, and said what a good meeting they
bad had, aud saud they believed the Lord
would revive His work., He'd revivea it
already, for he'd revived them.

Our meetin_: 1w Chicage ot into the
ruts, and I gave it ont that we would
have a promist mccting, and 1 told the
people to bring nw promises out of the
Bible, giving to vach person a book and
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