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THE CAN.\1DT.\N .\NING INSTITl'TE AND
TIIE NORTiIWEST.

A Gl.ANE îthrougi the publislhed list of nanes of
those Vh1o attended the annal ieeting of the
Canadian .linîing Institute. ield in Quebec dur-

ing the first week of last monlth reveals the secming
position that not a single meinber fron 1I1ritislh Co-
linibia was in attendance. This is nt surprising.
thougi. for there are few of our promiiiieit minling
or miîetallurgiéal men who are likely to to the ex-
pense of attending imeetings held in Easteri Canada
evein if tlier had time to do so. Further. the oily
western nieniber of the Tnstitute presit, as shown
in the list pub!ihd by the Engincering and M.lning
Jonrnal. was NIr. J. 1.. Tvrrell. of )awsotin. Yukon.
wliose business took Iiimî East during the winter.
Otuside of this single representative. the coal miininlg
regions of the extensive Northwest lying east of the
Rocky Mountains. and the important mining districts
in Britishi Columbia and Yukn Territory liad no per-
sonal representation by resident menbers.

While we nay not comliplain that members living
in the West did not spend tlieir tiie and nonley in
giving tlis Province prominence at wvhat we are ex-
pected to regard as the niost important annual gatier-
ing of Canadian geologists. mining men and metallur-
gists leld in Canada. we nav wvell ask wlhv is it that
wlat ve take pride in designating "'fTie MineraI
Province of Canada." a province tliat in 1905 pro-
duced about one-third in value of the total mineral
production o ftle iominion (between $22.000.000 and

$23.000r.00 out of a total of $6S.goo.ooo)--wyli is it
that so important a province had no one to call atten-
tion in a comîprecensive w-aV to its ieading position in
the Dominion as a piroducer of netalliferouîs miner-
ats? True there were lialf a dozen paiers. ont of
fortv or more contribulted. relating to minîing matters
in British Columbia buit only one of these was read-
that by Prof. Brock on "The History of the Rossiand
District." Tii the report puîbiled in one of the mo;t
iniinential ining journals of the world there was
mention of progress in Quebec and Ontario. and of
the prospects of the Yukon. but never a word conccrnî-
ing the fact tliat British Columbia last vear made a
record in mineral production and tlat its prospects
for the current vear are distinctly favourable to still
further progress.

he forcgoing reflections suggest the eiquiir -

What practical benefit does this Province derive froi
having 70 ''r & of its minîing and sineting miei miiem-
bers o'f the Canadian Mining Tnstitute. and what use
lias the Tnstituite for the Prmince otier than as a con-
tributor to its revenues? Apparentl% so little tlhat. as
far as we are aware. it lias held only one meeting of
nienbers in B.ritisih Columbia during the eighteen
years it lias been in existence. wile the spontancous
giving of an intimation to the nining journals of the
West of its intention to lold its annual meetings or
anv account of proccedings at such meetings does not
appear to have ever occurred to its officials-past as

well as present-as at all necessarv or desirable.
There neced be little surprise that the Anericai ITnsti-
tite of .ining Engineers is growing in favour in the
t'anadian West to a greater degree than is the Cai-
adian .Iîining Institute, for the former lias denion-
strated in a positive manner :ts interest in ining in
the Pacific Nortlwest. giving our miing men an op-
portuniity of personal intercourse witli nunmbers of its
lcading nembers -miîenî of ligi professional attain-
iîents and wide experience--whiile the latter. by ap-
peals for support from contending factions in Ontario
and Quebec. lias of late yeats suggested tlat its first
purpose. viz.. "to proinote the arts and sciences con-
nected w itli the econonie production of valuable min-
crals and netals." lias to soie extent been lost siglit
of in a struiggle for ascendancy and control, tius sub-
stiiiting sectionalisn and provincialisn for the
national spirit tlat alone can build up to great influ-
ence andi material success any institution laving more
thlan local aims.

In view ni the position as above stated. it would ap-
pear advisable for westerni mining enîgineers. metal-
luîrgists. and otiers eligible for mîenbersliip in mining
institutes. to make it verv plain to tlcir eastern profes-
sional bretiren tlat it is Iigh1 tine the reasonable
claims of the West lad recognition. at least to the ex-
tent of holding an occasional meeting of its ieibers
at a place within reacli of those resident in the West.
Admittedly tiere is little likeilhood of miany eastern
mienbers attending a mîeeting leld in the \rest, but
better have a smialler attendance once everv few vears
than permit the feeling to becomue intensified that the
United States Institution is in far more active svi-
patiy with the Canadian Northwest than is the
Canadian.

There is a furtlier cause for complaint in conmec-
tion witlh the existing nethod of carrying on the busi-
iess of the Institute bv the council. Wliat voice have
the Britislh Columbia menbers of the cotincil in the
conduct of the affairs of the Tnlstitute? Practically
nione. for meetings are held in Montreal or Toronto
and only those present are permîitted to vote. It is
seldom. if ever. tlat even the opinions of Britisi Co-
lumîîbia members are souglit on important iatters.
Notice tif meeting is sent tlieni, but the practice fol-
lowed by the Anierican Tnstitute of Mining Engineers
of giving iiiemibers of the couincil opportiniity to vote
by mail lias tnt been adopted, notwitlistanding that
its advantages ucre pointed ont sone time since b,
a ne.,terni miciiber and the necessar: aiendment of
the bk -laws recomimended. So it is that the election
of imenbers o'f the Tnstitute resident in the far eastern
and far western provinces. and especially in the case
of the latter. resolves itse!f largcly into a nere formi
alit\. silice to all intents and puirposes tlese iembers
have no vote in conducting the business of the Insti-
tute. ior opportnity to endeavour to prevent the il]
effects of uînseemly rivalry between Ontario and
Quebec cities desiring to derive benefit or distinction
from the location of offices and ascendancy in the
control of affairs.


