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THE CANADLAN MINING INSTITUTE AND
TIHE NORTIIWEST.

GLANCE through the published list of names of
those who attended the annual meeting of the
Canadian Mining Institute, held in Quebec dur-

ing the first week of last month reveals the seeming
position that not a single member from Dritish Co-
lumbia was in attendance. This is not surprising,
thougl. for there are few of our prominent mining
or metallurgital men who are likely to go to the ex-
pense of attending meetings held in Eastern Canada
even if they had time to do so.  Further, the only
western member of the Institute preseat, as shown
in the list published by the Engincering and Mining
Journal, was Mr. J. B Tyrrell, of Dawson, Yukon,
whose business took him East during the winter.
Otuside of this single representative. the coal mining
regions of the extensive Northwest Iving east of the
Rocky Mountains, and the important mining districts
in Rritish Columbia and Yukon Territory had no per-
sonal representation by resident members.

While we may not complain that members living
in the West did not spend their time and money in
giving this Province prominence at what we are ex-
pected to regard as the most important annual gather-
ing of Canadian geologists, mining men and meta'lur-
gists held in Canada. we may well ask why is it that
what we take pride in designating “The Mineral
Province of Canada.” a province that in 1905 pro-
duced about one-third in value of the total mineral
production o fthe Dominion (between $22.000.000 and
$23.000.000 out of a total of $68.500.000) —why is it
that so important a province had no one to call atten-
tion in a comprehensive way to its leading position in
the Dominion as a producer of metalliferous miner-
a's®> True there were hali a dozen papers. out of
forty or more contributed. relating to mining matters
in Rritish Columbia but only one of these was read—
that by Prof. Brock on “The Tistory of the Rossland
District.” Tn the report published in one of the most
infiuential mining journals of the world there was
mention of progress in Quebec and Ontario, and of
the prospects of the Yukon. but never a word concern-
ing the fact that British Columbia last year made a
record in mineral production and that its prospects
for the current vear are distinctly favourable to still
further progress.

The foregoing reflections suggest the enquiry —
What practical benefit does this Province derive from
having 70 or & of its mining and smelting men mem-
bers of the Canadian Mining Tnstitute. and what use
has the Tnstitute for the Province other than as a con-
tributor to its reventies® Apparently so little that, as
far as we are aware. it has held only one meeting of
members in British  Columbia during the cighteen
vears it has heen in existence. while the spontancous
giving of an intimation to the mining journals of the
West of its intention to hold its annual meetings or
any account of proceedings at such meetings does not
appear to have ever occurred to its officials—past as
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well as present—as at all necessary or desirable.
There need be little surprise that the American Insti-
tute of Mining Eungincers is growing in favour in the
Canadian West to a greater degree than is the Can-
adian Mining Institute, for the former has demon-
strated in a positive manner its interest in mining in
the Pacific Northwest, giving our mining men an op-
portunity of personal intercourse with numbers of its
leading members ~men of high professional attain-
ments and wide experience—-while the latter. by ap-
peals for support from contending factions in Ontario
and Quebee, has of late veats suggested that its first
purpose, viz.. “to promote the arts and sciences con-
nected with the economic production of valuable min-
erals and metals,” has to some extent been lost sight
of in a struggle for ascendancy and control, thus sub-
stituting  sectionalism  and  provincialism for the
national spirit that alone can build up to great influ-
ence and material suceess any institution having more
than local aims.

In view of the position as above stated, it would ap-
pear advisable for western mining ecugineers, metal-
lurgists, and others cligible for membership in mining
institutes, to make it very plain to their eastern profes-
sional brethren that it is high time the reasonable
claims of the West had recognition, at least to the ex-
tent of holding an occasional meeting of its members
at a place within reach of those resident in the West.
Admittedly there is little likelihood of many castern
members attending a meeting held in the West, but
better have a smaller attendance once every few vears
than permit the feeling to become intensified that the
United States Institution is in far more active sym-
pathy with the Canadian Northwest than is the
Canadian.

There is a further cause for complaint in connec-
tion with the existing method of carrying on the busi-
ness of the Tnstitute by the council.  What voice have
the Dritish Columbia members of the council in the
conduct of the affairs of the Tnstitute?> Practically
none. for meetings are ield in Montreal or Toronto
and only those present are permitted to vote. Tt is
seldom. if cver, that even the opinions of British Co-
lumbia members are sought on important matters.
Notice of meeting is sent them, but the practice fol-
lowed by the American Tnstitute of Mining Engineers
of giving members of the council opportunity to vote
by mail has not heen adopted. notwithstanding that
its advantages were pointed out some time since by
a weatern member and the necessary amendment of
the by -laws recommended. So it is that the election
of members of the Tnstitute resident in the far castern
and far western provinces. and especially in the case
of the latter, resolves itself largely into a mere form-
ality. since to all intents and purposes these members
have no vote in conducting the business of the Insti-
tute. nor opportunity to endeavour to prevent the ill
cffects of unseemly rivalry between Ontario and
Quebec citics desiring to derive benefit or distinction
from the location of offices and ascendancy in the
control of affairs.
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