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'EDITORIAL NOTES.

AusTRALIAN FRuUiT.—The prospects fur a fruit trado betweon Australia
and Canada are fairly promising. Tho first consignment was opened on
June 22ad, snd was found to be in good conditivn, although the inoxpe-
rionco of the packers was skown in tho over-ripencss of the pineapplessent.
The cranges wero in good condition aud will prubably meet with a ready
salo. As this 1s the most trying season for tho shipment uf fruit, thore 1s
little doubt that under bottor conditione of weathor the {a:l consignments
will arrive in gcod order.

Toe Fcusperep Cruiser.—Doep sympathy is exprossed in all classes of
every civilized land for tho 1ll-fated victims of the disag er which has befal.en
the Man-of-war Victoria.  For Admiral Sir Georgo Iryon, who porished
with his mon, nonc but the kindliest words are said, for ho had shown him-
self on many occasions as **a man every inch of him.” The cause of the
terriblo actident 1s not yet known, although it is thought by many that the
steeriog gear of the Victoria was not true, and that while all duv care was
exorcised for her safoty and that of tho Camperdown, you the defect in the
goar was responmble for the accident. Less than a yeat ago the Victoria
met with a grounding accident, for which hor Captain, the Hon. Maurice
Bourke, was sevoroly consured. He pled that tho fact that the ship would
not respond quickly to the steering gear had caused the accident, but his
argument was not allowed. The gear was not tested at the time, and as a
result perhaps of official carolessness, Captsin Bourke has perished along
with over four hundred officers and snilors, Thero have been but fow dis-
ssters in times of peaco caused by foundering. The story of the Ruyal
George, which keoled over in 1782, when lying quietly at Spithead, 1s onoe
well known, The lines—

¢ When Kempenfclt wers down
‘With twice three hundred men,”

bring a graphic pictaro before tho oyes of overy schuol boy. Of laie years
the great st naval disaster was that which befeil the Serpent, which found-
ored off Cape Finisterre on Nov. 11th, 1891, Tho Serpent was a large, wo.l
equipped cruisor, but ona voyage to Afr.ca she encouniered stormy wo.thor
and was diiven ashore, of the 176 men oso buard, on.y threo survived
to tell the sad atory. o trust that the great disaster which has bofallon
the Vicforig may long bo without parallol,

.onterod upon tho contest, four largoe and several small parties

No Mistake AnouT tur Cnerse.—Qur choeso-makers have reason to
bo proud of tho honor doue to their oxbhibits at tho World’s Fair, as out of
the 135 modals for this foature of the dairy exhibits, no less than 126 medals
have boen given to Canadian choeses. There wero in this department over
600 ontries of Amorican, Europoan and Canadian cheeses, and tho last have
beon incomparably the flner. It now remains for our cheese-makers to
keep up tho good name whioh thoy have carned by keoping the quality of
cheese up to the present standard.

Tne Bairor Iv T Fatuernasp.—Although the German elections are
nominally over, the political parties are by no means awaroe of their resulting
woakness or strength. Instead of the throe groat political gartioa that

ave issued
from the struggle Tho great Radical party has met with a sevare blow,
the Social Democrats have more than held their ground, and the Consorva-
tive and Catholic partics havo cach a large following. It is probable that
at least half of the elections will be contested again, and as mupy of tho
small parties will then disband, their votes will probably give the balance of
powor to the Catholic or Conservative parties.

Brarsey Acain.~It will bo hardly worth while for sight-soers to visit
Europo during the coming season, for a largo numbor of the most interest-
ing rolics aro to bo found in Chicsgo. Who would csre to visit tho burial
placo of Columbus if ho could not oxporionce the thrill of being near the
ashoes of tho great discoverer, or who would care to go to Erin if he wero to
bodebarred from viewing from afar, if not actually kissing tho famous Blarney
Stone. The stuno is thoe last acyuisitivn of the Duard uf Managers of the Fair,
and Lady Abordeen has beon most earnest in her efforts to secure it for the
Castlo in the Irish Village. If any of our readers should chance to kiss
tho stuno in the undiguified attitude which its pusitivn renders nocessary,
wo shall bo charmed if he will favor us with a desoription of his sonsations
at tho critical moment,

Suanex at e FuuxpatioNs.—Sciontists have beon investigating the
cause of tho recont carthyuakes in Zante, which for the pist threo months
have kopt the inhabitants in constsut terror. ‘The shocks have beon fo
govero and so frequent that of the 4500 houses on the island only 200 are
now left standing, and during one day no less than 300 distinct shocks were
folt. Mlarvellously fow peoplo havo been killed by the shocks, for only 50
out of a pepulation of 40,000 are missing, though muny have beon injured
by fallivg walls. Tho scionti.ts claim that the shocks have been caused by
orosive currents at tho botlum of the sea that have genorated gases by eating
into the rocky flour. The gas thus escaping forces itsolf upwards causing
upheavals and shakicgs cf the land near by. The Zntians are however not
greatly interested in tho scientific solution, they only ask for peaco and quiet
and to bo spared any furthor fluctuations of roal estate.

Beavmiry Toe HoxEstEaD.—Year by year our Provincial farmers are
doing moro to beautify their farms, and on the who'e the aspec* uf the
ordinary farm-h use hes improved considerab'y. T*ere is, however, yot
wuch to be done, for thero are still hundreds of unpicturesque and untidy
littlo homesteads to be fuund in a)l sectiuns of the country. There is no
roason why the farmer's home should be unattractive and ug'y when the
moans for beautifying it are always at his band. Shade trees shou!d be set
-ut. the front grass plot should be kep: in good order, and if there aro to
be flowoer beds, they should be trim and tidy. Thoe most angular inartistic
house may be toned down with vines, the useful hop vine being no mean
ornamcnt, while the most sordid utilitarian cannot object tv its existonco.
Lot our farmors seo to it that they do their whole duty in the matter of
making the farm attractive to the young peuple, and that the nppearance of
tho homestead be made propossessing.

Tne MixisteriNa ANGELS.—Princess Christian is to bo congratulated
on tke grand wurk which she has accomplished in connection with the
training of nurses. It is only five years sinco she formed the British
Nurses_Association, with the avowed object of protecting and olevating thoe
profossion.  Sinco that timo 2,000 trained nurses have graduated from the
Association and the general public has profited by their sorvices. In Iudis,
Lady Dufferin began a similar work, and in Canada Lady Stanley hss been
iutimately assuciated with tho Stauloy Instiia.o, where a spleadid course of
insiructivn is thrown open to Canadisn wumon. Thore are alsv excellent
training schools fur nurses in wlmost aul the Provicces, and much oxcellont
wotk in alioviating suffering and cating fur tno suck is dune by our profes-
sivna, nursos. The professivn, which 1s s:ill 1o its infarcy, offors wé -paid
ompluyment o masy more of vur Provincial girls, and wo trust that the

good work will steadily grow in popularity,




