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An additional treat was also afforded, to tho
audionco in shapo of two vory choico road-
iugs from Mx, Thomas Batyy Conolly, apj
propristte to tha ocoasion, cntitied ¢ The

- Dopth-Ride,” or a talo of **Tho Light Bri-

gade,” from tho pon of Dr. Westland Mnrs.
ton; and “‘Lhe Irish Volunteers,” by Sam.
upl Lover, I} is but just to add that Mr.
Conolly acquitted himsoll' admirals  in the
rendition of tha difticult pieces ho had seloc-
ted 3 his rich and sonorous voice, coupled
with hig fiio olocutionary powers, rondering

. avery word intelligiblg to the large assomb-

ago prosent, who testified their approval by
o hearty ancoro, to which ho responed by
giving “Bingen on tho Rhine" in a master-
ly and affocting styld. ‘Theevening's entor-

-tsinment.was brought to a close by thohand

playing thé Natfonal Anthom,

Aftor tho Concert the officers of tho 39th
Batt, togethor with a fowinvited guosts,
amoug whom we observe Liout. Col. Villiers,
and Capt. Armstrong ofthe 13th Battalion,sat
down to-a sumptous suppor at tho Norfolk
House, at which the usual loyal and compli-
mantary tonsts wero hoartily done justice to.
‘Tonst and song wera the ordor of tho oven~
ing and shortly nfter midnight tho company
broko up, having cnjoyed: themsolves as
much as usually fulls to the lot of mortals
hore below ;—the whole of the dzw&procoo&}-
ings having passed of in such s puinrioras to
leavo tho most pleasant improssion on all
who bad been.in any way connected with
thent.

CORRESPONDENCH.

OUR NEW -YORK LETTER.

_ . ..+ New Yourg, Nov. 19, 1867.
'tho .peopla of the United States are vory
apt to boast of tho celerity with which thoy
raised,-ecquipped and drilled an army larger
than the world, perhaps, evor saw, certainly
unequalled by any in modern times and only
infovior to that of Alexander, with which ho
traversad the westorn portion of Asin, as far
as the Indus, in soarch of another world to
conquer; or the yet carlier, though perhaps
move fabulous, one of Xorxes which met its
first check at ‘Thermopyle, and finally camé
to griof at Mycald. Certainly the United
_States have proved that a penceful country
without any; standing srmy, or nearly so,
and without any of the expensive war ma-
chinory;of thie eountries of the Old World,
in.tho shape of war departmonts, armies,
navies, argenals, fortifications, officers, and
the innunmerable contingencics that cost
ovory oné.of tho nations;of Europo millions
of dollars.yearly, can, on a pressing omer-

}

gency, placo o vast.army in the field in 4n:

incredibly short spaco of time. That army
nlso proved . that men accustomed to tho
peacoful: pursuits of -agriculture, trade and

commerco could fight well anud bravely; suf.

for fatigue, want and deprivation. of many
Xinds almost without & murmur; but:the
less said about their excellence.in drill. the

bettor, Many of the Canadian Volunteors
are botter drilled thane the United States
army; though, maybe, that very fact goes
far towards oxploding the time honored bio-
liof that precision in movemont and machine
likerogalarity, is a sine quu non to an oflicient
army. dawovar that tny be, the Atnoricans
with less machinory or rod.tapeism, raised,
equipped and maintained their army while
they avoided many of the blunders which
disgraco the administration of similar aftivirs
in Englond and somo other countries in Bu-
vopo. Buk thoy are now beginning to count
tho cost, or rather toa roalizo tho immenso
exponso at which all this work of which they
go fondly boast, has been porformed, and to
oxporionce somo of the inconvenionces (to
ugo & mild term) of so hastily, and as o
natural consequence, n 80 slovenly dovised
schome, During tho continuanco of tho war
the immenso taxation was borne, if not
cheerfully at least unmurmuringly as a neo-
cessity, but the omergency past, the same
taxation calls forth murmurs not only loud
but deep. Yot thero appears to bo but slight
chancos for tho lesseningoftho taxes forsomo
timo to como. What tho Americans lacked
at tho bronking out of the war in woll estab-
lished war departments and oxperionced
oflicers, they made up by a lavish use of
money, and oporations that if carriod on by
a Europoan natidn would have caused but a
slight: accumulation of debt in addition to
war taxation, have in four years plunged tho
United States in a dobt noarly equal to that
of England, which has boen a century and o
half in accumulating. The taxes at prosent
are weighing vary heavily upon the people
and seriously aflucting trade and commerco.
Doubtless much of this is owing to the
reckless manner in - which tho financial
affuirs of tho country aro now carried
on; but tho chief cause is undoubtedly
payment of interest upon their immenso
dobt, and howover economical the Gov-
ernment may bo administered that must
hang s heavy incubus around the neck of
tho United States. There aro but two ways
to got outof it. Payment or repudiation of
tho debt. The first must bo awork of many
years, during which a heavy taxation will be
necessary. The Iatter is in tho highest-de-
groo dishonorable. So much for one of the
imnconveniencas arising from the vaunted co-
lerity with which tho United States managed
their war operations. Another inconveni.
ence, moroe individual than national yet giv-
ing riso to mruch ill will and party iatrigue,
is tho final disbandonment of tho army, the
contraction of operations, and the swoeeping
away of tho vast machinery which sot those
oporations in motion. The mustering out
of volunteer oflicers is causing no slight
troublo to the President and graat dissatis-
faction to tho offi®rs themdelves. I need

Jhardly remind you that at the outbreak of
:tho war, people of all classes flocked to tho

support of the Stars and Stripes, and joyfully
volunteered o defend them without think-

ing of whut they should do when that de.

fenco was complete, and appavently the
Government gave as littlo thought to the
nwéter. §tis alimost incroadible how many
bricfless bacristors putaway the gown to take
up the sword, aud now finding themselves
as briefless a8 ever they vent their spleen
upon tho Governmont. In IS61, an aecb was
passed obliging the President to muster out
of sorvico all volunteor officers, ‘I'his was
dono with the captains anad nll beneath that
rank, but many of higher rank woro rutain

ed and oflices of various kinds were foumd or
mado for thom. ‘Cho same mustering out is
still going on, but moots with less fuvor than
it did at first. A short time ago General
Sickles, who had been rotained contrary to
tho Act of 1861, was mustered out and the
consequonce was a great outery about the
injustico dono a gallant oflicer.  1lis friends
comamenced it and the Press took it up.
Many of the papors wishing tomake politicul
capital, reviled tho President in unmonsured
torms, rang all tho changes upon “fighting
for the national honor,” *shedding bLlood
for tho country,” ¢“gallantly leading men to
victory in the fico of death,” and all that
sort of baldordash that writers of mediocre
ability nro so ready at. Notably tho erald
at first took up the cudgoels in Sickles' behalf,
but a day or two ago thoir Washington cor-
respondont referrod to the Act of 1861, and
to-day’s Herald contains an cditorial in de-
fonce of Johnson’s course of action. So
much for the Herald's consistoncy. A great
meeting of Fonians is to bo held at Cooper's
Institute in tho City noxt weol; Savage and
Roberts, the respectivo heads of the two
factions, aro expeected 10 bo present, and
somo kind of endeavors are to boe made to
effect unity of action. Ishall et you have
tho particulars of the meeting. The sen-
tenco of death passed upon the Manchostor
rioters and tho imprisonment of sovoral
American citizens, Fenian agents, in Eng-
land‘ is ereating quito & stir among the Irish
here, and the question is being asked, what
is the use of becoming citizens if tho United
States won't interfere for their protection?
1t is to bo prominently brought forward at
tho meeting referred to. ‘They are vowing
all kinds of vengeance if the condemmed are
hanged. _ Lifé for lifo is the mildest concep-
tion they bave. Fernando Wdod 75 likely
tobo elected Mayor, notwithstanding the
Fenians aro vigorously working against him
for tho reason I have beforo mentioned,
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New York, Nov. 25, 1867,
It is difficult to tlio uninitiated to folow
and understand the drift and operations of
tho Fenians. Experience makes fools wise,
snd in & certain way it has had an offect even

upon the deluded Irishmen who, by joining |

tho Fenian Organization, have ranged them.
selves against England and bid doflance to
her. The first movements of the Brother.
hood wero patont to the world, and theresult
was that-their every object was defeated,

Now tho greatest roticencoe is observed with

i ——— e ®

RUGE——

3



