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THE VOLUMTEERS.

——

T the Edltor of the Globe.

Sir,~I deprocate the handling of militia
matters in a political or partisan spirit. Qur
r-tional defenco, and the organization of
our constitutional force for that purpose,
should bo common to all shades of political
croeds, without distinction of party, and
should bo discussed without roference to
party lines. It is difficult to carry out this
important point in a newspapor argument or
outsido of theo force; but Iam proud to say
that 7n the volunteer force, where * Fossil
‘Tory' and ¢ Clear Grit"* elbow each other, T
have never heard the question of politics
raised, or the condi.ion of party discussed,
where tho interests of the force were con-
cerned, While I respect ‘'XKanuck's”
undoubted military attainments, I decidedly
object to his munner of handling the sub
Ject. | I object also to uis defining the duties
of chief officers in the selection of their staff.
What we want is the best men, let them come
from whence ‘they will, and I feel sure that
no Canadian volunteer will feel & jealous
thrill at the mention of tho names of Mc-
Dougall or Wolseley. I havo never had the
honour of serving Her Majesty as a ** subal-
tern” save in the volunteers, but I will not
confess to any jealousy of those much-
scorned “subalterns” when they are good
men and suited from their education and
antecedents to assist in promoting the effi
ciency and well being of the_force, and I
think it narrow-minded in “Xanuck' to
confess to such feelings. .

To come, however, to the consideration of
the more important question. I hold that
the ‘‘volunteer force™ as at present consti-
tuted is not an adequate provision for the
defence of the country. Putting aside the
sentimental stand-point which the word
“yolunteer' affords, the common sense view
of the matter is as follows :

Imprimis—1t must be granted that evory
man, between certain ages, is liable to con-
tribute towards the national defenco, either
by bearing vms himsel, or, under certain
conditions, by furnishing a substitute.

The present voluntoer organization does |

not fullfl these conditions, for three vital
reasons, viz:

First,— Because the burden is distributed
unequally—resting on the few who have
sufficient loyalty to offer themiselves for this
service, and who at tho same time contri-
bute an equal share towards the national
revenue as do those who avoid or refuse to
carry arms. .

Second,—Because an adequate force for
the protection of the couniry cannot be
raised as volunteers. The volunteer spirit
is confined to fewin comparison with the
arms-bearing population of the country.
These few have, in many cases, served three
or four times as long as required by law,
and have thus deprived the country, in case
of need, of the services of tivo or three
trained men,

‘Third,— Because, whero tho voluntary
pnaciple exists, the burden of raising and
keeping together a corps fall upon its ofli-
cers, who aro obliged to use conciliatory and
popular measures, to the detriment of dis-
d& ine and derogation of their position as
officers in order to maintain their corps in
an efficient state.

Many otlier reasons may bo quoted. The
privilege of leaving a corps at six months’
notice for any trivial or fancied grievance,
‘The question of upiforz:, that is, the impos-
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:sibility of obtaining recruils to wear old or
yhnlfiworn uniforms.  Tho question of pay,
which is inndequato for a voluntary servico,
The sclection of officers, which must bo
guided at present rather by tho influenco
than tho efliciency of the man. The question
of expense, which is at present aheavy bur
den upon tho officars alone, and which
should bo sustained by the country which
Ibenofits by their services; and many other
equally well grounded reasons, which spaco

will not aliow mo to mention.

‘Theso ovils have been long recognized by
the oflicers of the volunteer force, and sug
goestions were made to the Minister of Mili
tin on the passage of tho Militia Act, from a
meeting of commandin 4 officers of corps, by
which the constitutional forco of tho country
would have Leen placed upon a proper
basis, But for reasons which areinscrutable,
ho ignored the results of their deliberations;
and only now consents toa step which, had it
been taken at the time it was proposed,
would havo given tho country a real army of
40,000 men instead of their shadows upon
.puper. Without for a moment decrying the
forco assembling at Niagara, Goderich,
Kingston and Lapraisie, I have no hesitation
in saying that it was a sham, brought to.
gether Ly theexertions of the officers of the
force, and which as soon as the camp was
over would fall to pieces, and *like the
baseless faliric of a vision, leave not awreck
behind." To outsiders this may seem a syild
assertion, but in confirmation of its truth I
appeal to my brother officers.

Briefly—as a cure for these ceaseless fic-
i tions contained in the annuql reports of the
militia, and which cause our systemto be
lauded by the English papers as worthy of
imitation, but which, like their own, isrot-
ten to the core, w¢ want an active militia, to
be raised by voluntary enlistment,—by vol
untary enlistment and ballot—or by draft if
necessary. Compulsory service of enroled
men for three years; at the expiry of that
term to form thefirst-class reserve, retaining
clothing and arms for that purpose; being
discharged at the end of six yoars from fur
ther service, until the whole of tha active
force and first-class reserve are exhausted.

A direct tax to be levied upon all not ac-
tually bearing arms, for the support of the
militia,

Twenty-one days’ paid drill annually,
seven daysat company headquarters, at such
times as are most convenient, and fourtecn
days in brigade-camp.

The appointment of none but qualified
officers.

The establishment and training of an effi-
cient staff, upon whose efforts and efficiency
50 much of tho comfort and usefulness of
the force depends. For this purpose a staff
collego should be inaugurated.

The organization and development of an
cfficient transport service, commissariat,
medical and enginecer staff] with the neces-
sary cquipment,

All this would undoubtedly cost money,
but I have yet to learn that the Canadian
people will refuse to sanction, to a properly
devised, cfficient, and trustwortby militia
system suited to the constitution of the
country, that aid whichis neccssary to carry
it out in » creditable manner. On the con:
trary, the gencrous manner in which County
Councils supplement the Government grants
for these purposes, show that the loyaity
and patriotism of the country is not at fault.
It is when they see tho mal administration.
the nepotism, and inefliciency of the present
system, that tbey cry out, and properly so,
against the waste and mis-application of the
public funds. Were the Minister of Militie

1gnoring tho remonstrances of tho ‘mou.
tons” who fear to bo forced to take their
sharo in tho national dofenco, tho spirit of
the country would be with him, without re
ferenco to political tendencies or party plat-
form.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant, .
July 12,1871, CexTrriox.,

LITHO-FRACTECUR.

During tho late war the Germans destoyed
tho usciulness of many captured I'rench
cannon, which they could not carry asway,
by blowing oft' their muzzles. ‘Tho explo
sive 1iaterial used is called litho-fracteur.
A series of experiments lately conducted in
England with this compound establishes its
tremenduous power and its comparative
snfoty. The claim is put forward™ that it ie
absolutely harmless unless intentionally ex-
ploded, but experience will probably mouify
this claim. Litho-fracteur is a patonted com-
pound, counsisting of nitro-glycerine, gun
cotton, the constituents of gunpowder, -
fusorial earth and other substajces. and
makes a white paste. A quantity ot st was
burned slowly both in the open air and en
closed, to show te safety from fice. A box
containing fivo pounds was thrown froma
height of tive hundred feet and struck upon
a roch. Tho cartridges were broken open
and scattered, but did notexplode. QOnthe
other hand, when exploded by a percussion
fuse and cap, its power was tremenduous.
Placed on a block of stone in the open aira
singlo cartridge, weighing less than twe
ounces, split off two large wedge-shaped
pieces of stone. It was tried in quarnes
with very satisfactory resulls. Ten can
tridges, weighing in the aggregate a little
moro than 2 pound, placed in & hole bored
vertically four and a half feet deep, dis
lodged [more than twenty tonsof rock. The
iron rails of the double headed pattern, four
and a half feet long weighing seventy-five
pounds to the yard, were Jaid one above the
other on blocks of stone in the open gir, and
a cake of litho-fractour, weighing one pound
fivo ouncus, placed upon it was exploded.
The rails were completely broken in two.
Tho experiments were made to demonstrate
the safety of the compound in transportation
even when an accident occurs to a railwsy
train. Two cartridges were fixed to the
wooden buflers of o car, which was pernit
ted to descond at fullspeed an incliuo ofone
€n cight, nearly a third of a mile, striking
with terrific force another car stationed at
the foot of the incline. The concussion
merely scattered the compound about the
cars and rails, while it smashed the tiwo cars
to atoms, Tho sume experiment was
repeated with the use of iron buffers, and the
result was a elight explosion which des-
troyed only a infinitesimal part of the litho
fracteur sand made a sound no louder than
would be caused by striking « percussion
cap with a hammer. Again, a quantity ol
the material was put upon the rails and the
car passed over it at a frightful speed
wishout injury. Itscems to bo settled by
these experiments that the newv explosite
has st least some points of superiority over
apy other yet discovered.

MiLitarY.—The ZF¥ardly Infantry Com
pany arrived-on the “ Queen Victorna,” ha
ing completed their term of annual dril at
the Laprairic Camp. Tho Company num
bered ‘forty stalwart, strong, and hearly
locking men, good samples of what our
Cansdizn army 1s composed of. The ma

|to bring forward an adequate measure,! 11t

jorilt;y of the company left for home on the




