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entor fully it tilt inner lire or the I ioly Spirit, tlîat
wvlîictî s the real lite oi thc loyal helievcr, to wbanî the
sacrificial, redenifng work ai Jesus Christ is flot a fact
of suprenme%î -igifiican1ce.

Nevcrthecles%, conviction of sin may be lar tram
demonstrative in ils self-mianifestations. It may bc
genuine whcn it is that experience of actual agony
througli wlîîch %ome, especially in limes past, used to
go. It nmay bce qually %inccrz; and trustworthy svhen it
rnerely takce% the tortu af a calin admission of sinfulness
and a firmn, purposeful reolve ta live hcnceforth in
Christ and [or his sakce. Ily ils fruit may each example
tif it bie tested, and no other test avails.

One fact is certain. Trhe prevalent type of piety
varieç %onîewhiat froni gencration to generation, and
siow one feature ofi Christian experience becomes con-
spictiouq and then santie other. Blut there neyer was,
axai wili there ever lie, any true conversion ta the service
of God whicli wholly lacks the element of conviction ai

THE GRACE 0F QIVING.
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1le %% ho gives grudgingly fias not learned the first
letter of the alphabet af benevolence. Charity, a virtue
of the heart, uiot of the hands-the most charming ai
the graces- is lîkewise the most blessed.

in 1:,tîth and liûpe the worId will disagreo,
Btut aUi :atîkltiîd' concern is Charity.'

We cannot be said ta posscss the gracc of benevol-
ence until il has hecomie a habit ai the lite. It is a
grace anlly in a vcîy limited sense, until it is more easy
as %vell as more blessed ta give than to receive. And
there is no grace in which the church is mare deficient.
Na good cause wvotld go a-bcgging, no missianary
society wod nced ta nmake its wants known twice, in
fact tbcerc would neyer be any strain anywhere, if instead
of having ta depend on uncertain impulse, ive could rely
tipon a ixed habit af lire.

llow shail so good a habit be acquired ? It goes
%vithauî saying iliat first the grace of Gad must be in
the lîcart, but ibis grace must needs display itself in the
niost intelligent way, and intelligence is a matter af
grawîb. For rnany thiere svill be seen an aptitude here
as in aIl ele, but there are thase who are not apt ta
Icarti shaîl thcy remain in ignoranceP Not sa in other
training, and il ks uraining that tells. In cases ai sick-
iicss ive cati now for none but a trained nurse, and tbey
-ire iii great demrand. Sa ta be efficiency in benevolent
ways as in other affairs ai lire.

Ma.ny a mati finds lie cani nais hestow a thousand
dollar% wvith mare case than hie did the first dime, but
the thouîsand wvoutd not he given had not a dime prccedc,
il. NVe are lieginning ta acquire the alphabet af the
knowtledge oi benevaitnece-lba-ve tcarned the hetter A-
%vlen tic make our first gift.

But Miben the cbîtd is making its contribution ta the
Sabbath school it, should bie as saon as possible out ai
itq own money, or money it catIs it awn ; flot simply ta
he tbe agent ai tbe parent. Ta act as the agent ai
asnother cant scarcely inake for benevolence any more
thian saunec ane lias said, the ground cain become fertile
liv wvatei p.tssing over it in a lend pipe. It is but the
senililarce i giving svben the chitd receives trani the
p.arcrit the plit ance wbuich il passes an ta the bcggar at
site door. Pa.rentis deceive theniselves in thinking that
iii sanie way the clîîld is invatved anîd disciplined in the
cbiilclîsl impulse. %\',-it and sec if the child goes ta its
laflte liatil and renios'es a cetit froin ils haard. That

\\lien God aur Father gave us Jesus, lie gave us
1lhîniscli. Ilerein lies the eflicacy ai the atanement.
WVheii we p.îss oui to a necdy cause aur precions girl.
or our lîfe, ilheî ive arc grawing in grace and in the
knawtcvldge of our L.or.t and Saviour, wvbo, for aur sakes
litcamiie poor, that thîrougli 1tls povcrty wernight become
ricii,

lror hîi l.unt.y
Thero was n-. winier i t ; an aniturnn 'twa
'l'bat grew ilie sààoro li reaiing Ili. *etghti
\Vt d).,11-hîn hîce.-

VACANT CHARGES AND THEIR SUPPLV

'l'lc l>resbytery of Toronto annausices a Conférence for
Tuesday tbe 2.-nd ilust., with the subject at the bead af iblis
article as tie talitc far discussion. The Catinmittee lias
chosen a live issue, and the tinte is ripe for discussion.
'l'lie supply af vacant charges bias degenerated into a
scinible fer an apiortunity ta gain a hearing, and the
nîcthads tised ta secure that apportunity are sucli that a maran
runs great risk of s2crificing his self-respect ta obtain it.
There are exceptions, bnth iii the vacant charges and in
thase secking suppty, but thiat which should be narmal is
bccorning excei)tional.

Il is nccdless ta give exaîtîptes. 'l'lie consciences af
sorte will caîl up instanzes, the experience ai others, who
have been Mioderator of vacant charges, wîll supply mare.
In the course of conversation wîtb anc ai these Madetatars,
it was statcd rece'nly that for one vacant charge under bis
care there were scventy applicants. 'te prevalent note in
the applications seenied ta be 1« I is ane of thebestcbarges
ir' the inarkcet." TIhen followed commiendatians af the
candidate, open or implied, cid nausen. %Ve assunmc that
the candidate for the position, for anc can cati hinm nothing
mare fitting, carrnes tbe sanie spirit into bis ninistratians
when lie appears belore tbe people ta canduct services upan
the L.ord's 1)ay. It is not preaching, it is nat thc declara-
tion af the 1Evanget, it is an effort ta .nke a favorable
impression, and ta that end text bias been chosen and truth
is presentcd, and public bscrice is conducted The pulpit
nîay be prastituted ta a busting* (rom wtîichi a candidate
scks the suffrages ai the congregation !

A train of evils is the unhappy result. Il tbc Moder-
ator af Session be a sinaîl maiî, the temptatian ta exercise
patronage is irresistible. Indecd En tbe majority of seutle-
ments, a little roat ai bîtterncss tbat shews itself i the
begînning ai tbe new pastorate is the statement that tbe
miiniqter secured the position because ai patronage and
favoritism mare or hess ireely exercised. Some cangrega-
tians expect it, and ask that a certain man sbal be appointed
Moderator during the vacancy. He lias influence and will
secure tbeni tieir man, who rnay also bc the mniaThe Head
ai the Chîurchi lias chosen, but at any rate lie is the mari fan
tbenî. We beard ai one set ai comnîissianers who praiscd
their îitcrîm-Mioderator efftusivety an the day thîey were
presenting a cali betore tîteir Presoytery, because hie bad s0
effcctivety weeded out tlîe lst af applîcanîs, and sent thei
only elîgîble mcen, ithoi thev likeil.

'l'le cangregatian also suffers. The spirit ai thie candi-
date cammunicates itself ta tic nmen and wamen before him.
Thcy wait ta be pleased, and il tbcy are riot, that decides
the question. They profcss ta believe that tbe Great Hcad
ai the Church bas already d.-cided upon the servant wboni
lie shaîl place aver ibis flock, anîd t'îat lie is looking ta
tbcmn ta carry aut Ilis choice yet with suprenie inîdifféence
ta the wifli fie Divine Masîer, thcy distiss thaought af a
nian hecause be did flot please theuîî. 'l'lie communication
ai real spiritual truth uîîdcr thiese circumnstances is ail but
aul impossibility, and there is littte wonder tbat many a ncwly
scttlcd mnister faces a great congregation with a spiritual
lite ati ts lawcst ebb.

nec man wbo candidates sufferers nîost. If he be a
uman, a Chrnistian man,, kceenly sensitive ta the importanîce of
lus Mlaster's business, and cager ta carry out bis Mastcr's
pîînposc, lie wilt suifer iii bis race with alier mien. Ilis
îîn:dcst application will aiten be set aside, because il lias
corne ta bc thie custani ta attend ta a candidates application
because af ils insisteuîce. This n is îlot insistent, lie
caînaît yet lic claniorous, hie wilt not degrade tlîc sacred
calling yet hy Ibrîngitig pressure ta haear, or parade bas awn
qualificationis. lic offers iiselt, and ivaits. le usîîally
continues ta wait, 1« tilt thcrc is aul apcning," for at rare
iuitervals thîcre is a dearth of candidates. Shiuuld lie became
more lîold, îîccssity bcing lus excuse, it is hie knows at the
expense of luis betier niature. lie înay traniple uponl il sa
far as ta beconie a prafessianal candidate, or lie nîay seek
enilloyient iii saine ailier work. Upon the cburch rests
the Iblaîtie iii thai case ai driving (ran i s truc place anc
wh. lit iis ibas chosen ta bc I-is amnbassador. Gan we
îîot reiedy the cvih.

%Wc are inclebted ta thiePécbfra escn'ri
h'ittsbirg, l'a., for tlic very interesting articles «IThe Ruin
of India," l'y Rev. Dr. Ke~logg svbictî appearcd iii aur issues
ai Jan. 27th, and Feb. 3rd.
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