The Presby.erian Review, 720

Theelegy.”  The title ansumed that theole gy Lao 1. sonie mensure
bieen tutluonced bo acientatic evolution, and the value and extent of
this intlacnes hie proceadsd to deilne. A distinetion wan made
botween an atheistic evolution which leaves no placs for tiad and
a thatstic ovnldtion whoch hol ls to (3ad's immanence in all things,
Tan wae hateiet hatw v theslogy and seientifio ovolution ahsulid
bo buried. Tae speaker claine 1 that evolution has revolutionizmd
the Church’s idoas and toashing in regard to creation, Tho old
otdor of aix creativo days has heen land aside and io liko wanner
the 1dvea of apeaind cevarions must give way, It taught us to recoy-
mzd the powera inhsrent to nature ~not in nature par se, hut as
tho medwm through which the tmmanent God carries on Hiy
wark. We 800 1n aaturs tho great laws of roproduction aml
advancement from good to bottor, anl from hotter to best, the
nover farling strugglo townrd ** that great far off divine ovent to
which the whole creation moves.” Thero is alse the thought ot
depeudence.  This ovolution dees not go on 1 virtno of any
ighereat and wudependent power in nature itscif.

1t has also moditied our doetrives of anthropology and shows us
that man ts mare closely altied with the great chiman of ammal hfv
than was formerly supposed.  'Tho structural differences butween
man and tho animals are not 8o groat as to jusufy his being placed
in an eutirely distinet classe, Iutelligenco 1n man and the amimals
has also been linked in & way hitherto undreatned of.  Radical
evolutioniats would regard the dog ua a religious animal, and it 18
cortain that somo animals tread very closely upon the heels of man.
Fmbryology has ita teachings to which we cannot close our cyes.

It has also modifiod our views aas to low Gud works in the
world. Tho speaker emphasized tho thought of the immauence of
God in naturo as againat Pautheisn on the cne hand and the tdea
of a special iatervention of Liod on the othor. All scienco is tend.
ing to a recognition of umty in all things, and in this watter
Drummond has rendered invalustle scrvico in rccognizing that the
samo God is prosent in the matenial and epiritual realine, His
mistako was in exproasing tho higher in terms of the lower. Kidd's
work on sooial evolution was critioized in that he failed to recognixe
the altruistio principlo in all nature.

Evolution has also modified our ethical conceptions, and henco
has infloenced our practical dealings with men. Men at dififerent
poriods and in different atages of develcpment caunot altbe placed
upon the samo plane, but they must be dealt with in the light of
heredity and covironment. Wo caunot apply the tame moral
standards to those in the infancy of the race as to those who are
tho heire of all tho ages. It hasaleo entered into the domain o
theology proper and revolutionized many former conceptione. It
has changed the old view of creaticn 1ays; it has also given a new
viow of miracles and regards all as due to an immenent God, and
it has revolutionized the idea of design. It has bat hittle hight to
shed upon the otigin of sin, but yuite as much as the opjosing
theory. It recoguizea tho fact of sin and shows how it 18 trans
mitted from parent to child, and lays moro stress on actual trans-
gression thap original sin. It rccogmzes the necesmity of tho
impartation of divine lifo in reg-nera*ion and its pregresive grewth
in sanctitication, and in conclugion it does ot teach quictim or
passivity, but that lifo must strugglo upward in its tudcavor to
rcach tho perfect form,

The paper was followed by a most interesting  diecus«ion, In
which Dra. Pargous, MoMullen, Caven and Robinaen and Rova,
Mr. Buchanan and J. N. Turnbull took part. Itis needlisato say
that not all agreed with tho lecturer in his conclusions, but all
ageced that ho had made & strong presentation of the case,

Tho Eonnmic valucof the Sabhath was the theme of a wiell
reasened paper by Rev. Jobn Hay, B. D, of Cobourg,in whieh h
argued for tho day of rest asan inalicnable right of man and Jying
at the forndation of his physical, sccial, industrisl and mora)
well.being. Ho wasfollowed by Mr. John A. Patterson, M. A.,
who contended that all teuo buman faw is based upon the law o
otornal roctitude, that the bioary law of laborand rest in the fourth
commaundment is not right aimply beeausc it isa command, hLut 1s
founded on the clernal lavz of right.  To say that your time 18 al|
y>uown, und that tho more you cll of it tho moro wealth you will
have, is cconomic heresy, nad chat the abolition of the day of rest
meane soven daya’ labor for six daya’ wage ho procecded to prove
from the exp:rience of other countries and of men who could speak
withauthoricy, Speaking oftho cry thatmany Ametrican travellers
pass through Torouto on the Salbbath beeauss of its quict
ho pictured the citizens of Toronto going down on their kaees to
theso worthics and offering to chavge the Toronto Sabbath 10 any
way to suit their demands, cven to the point «f Sunday theatres
and Sunday ballot dances and Surday «2loons,

Tho next paper was hy Pzof. Shortt of Queen’a University and
dealt with  Prea.nt Aspects of Socialism.””  Mr. Shortt remarked
that Socialism makos a strong appeal to youth and o much lessatrong

sppeal to old age. Therolein it & larso philanthropic element,
hut there i ales & strong clemeot of sslfishuess The lower forms
regatd material good ng the anly thivgto bo desiied, and ek
that the hrgher things will follow in duetime  Thero 18 no danger
te be approhended feom Socialism tu tte ligher forme, but thero iy
el danger from the unr.atrained eddfishnees which is manifested
in nome of itn lower formn.  ‘The appealis mado to men’s mnterinl
solf interent, and the dictum in that they are unjustly deprived of
natural righta by the tyranny of men. Souialistic literature in
some of it luguer formn painta a social Utopin, but this ean only
bo ganed by diminating all thomotive aprings of human activity
Thero are doubtless imperfections in our present eocinl aystem, out
the very aatn cvalyhavo emerged under entirely  dafferent condi-
tionn aud cannot he fundamental to tho existing system. The
speaker deseribed tho last Tuternational 8 cinlistiv Congrees in
Londen, and ahowed how hopelesaly they were divided on nearly
every pant. I's fandmental weskness wan that it made o selflsh
appesl to the interest of one cluss avagainst all others,  Tho newrr
form of Socialiem takes a wider view, and propotes to procecd
moro cantioualy along tho lines of cdueativn thap id tho more
radical older formes,  The control by Government of euch matters
as the pestal ay stan, hightiog, cte., is not Socnhene it is suuply
the conducting of the buaineas of the peopls on business principles,
a  iscsseutinily different fromn that Secialien which deivands
t: + otl shall be provided with labor and sustenance, irrespective
of physical or intellectual fitness.

Rev, 8. 8. Craig of Oakville, contended for the right to diecuss
economio theorivs in tho pulpit. e aeserted that if Booialism 18
darknoss nll onz prosent systems of sooicl and politioal economy
aro darkness more intensified. The two groat caueea of the
darkness of Soscialism aro the confusing ayatems of politioal
economy taoght in our Universitira and the failure of the pulpit
t>doits duty in pointing out tho great otornal priroiples that
mn3t nud.rlio ary trae social systemm, 1o demanded a more
cquitable distribution of wealth uud the caetiog off of tho social
conditions which are driving honest mon aud women into despair
and shame and while graoting that thers are other factors in tho
present £otinl uorest he ocontended that tholand system was a
fupdomontal source of the ovil. The hour for adjournment
having come tho dizcussion was closod.

In the evoning tbe moembers of Conferoncoe dined together, and
tho evening conferenco was devoted to tho disoussion of sosial
probleme.

Tho closing day of the Conlorence showed no decline in
intoress, although somo of the mimbers from a distance bad
roturned to theie bowes, and preparations for tho “at home ¥
were in progress.  Tho Seasion opencd with a paper by Rav, Me.
McGregor, M.A., on * The Caristian Doctrnine of Immortality.”
1¢ wags an analysis of & vew book by Prol. 8ilmond of Aberdeen,
which is regarded as n standard. Tho apenkor traced tho idea of
a future ae it i3 found amonyg tho lowcest races of mankind, and
poimnted out thoe various forma it had assumeod amony the Handue,
Poraang, Epyptians and Geoeks. Tho germ thought waa then
trazud in tho old Teatament up to the point of its hipxhest dovelop.
ment. Thoe tcaohings of Christ and tho npostles wero pregented,
sad thus tho idea was traced feom ite most radimoatary form to
to its higheat developmaent in Christian teaching. Tho paper
call>d forth an intoeresting disoussion, in which Ruv. R, P.
McKay, M. A, J. MoNair, M.A,, and R, Haddow, B.D., and Drs.
Cavuen and McLurea took a leading part,

This was followed by an interesting paper on ¢ Tho rolntion
of the baoka of Chronicles to the Books ot Kings,” by Rev. G. L.
Johnston, B.D. The rrader proved to ba an expert in the fiolds of
higher eniticism, aond presented his argament for the anrhenticity
of Chroviclesio a conoiso manner. A valaable contribution was
made t3 tho discussion by Prof, McCurdy and Dr. Rsbinson,

"Tho afterncon lectaro by Prof. Shortt of Kingetoa was one of
great mtcrast, and it xas evident that tho mombers o Confurenco
aro keenly alive to the sooial prablems of tno day.  rof, Shortt,
who on tho previous ovening had taken siropg ground against tho
Henry Georyo systera, gavo an intereating account of tho various
phages of the co-opsrative movement in distribution and produc.
tion. Rev. A. C. Courtico of The Christian Guardian took part in
tho discussion, and eaid that the great aim cf eocial reform shounld
bo on the lino of tho development of sell.help. An intercsting
discuesion on dopartmental storcs brought out the fact that it ie
but a repetition o! the old oxporionco in connection with the
introduoction of labor-saving machinery whioh threatened disaster.,
The retail business had beoen overdone, and was carricd onin o
way wastefol of capital and labor, Wo aro in the transition
atage, and while inconvenionce and loas are suffered, things will
spoodily adjust themaclves to tho now condition.—Press Report,




