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of public sohool educasion has been instituted in the Province of
Manitoba, a portion of the bounds of this Synod.

2. The Synod would strongly deprecate any change in the
presens system in operation in the Provinoe of Manitoba which
should forbid the use of the Boriptures and religious exercises a$
the olosing of the school, when the trustees so desire.

8. That, in view of the great importance of the religious and
moral character of teachers, members of the Church whoare school
trustees be reminded of the duty of having special regard to this
qualification in their ohoice of teachers.

In making the motion Dr. King spoke of the unanimity of the
Bynod in its former expression. He said if there was not an abso-
lutely seoular system of schools it was due in part o the well
understood sentiment of the Presbyterian Church, a sentiment
which was in complete harmony with the judgment of the supreme
court. He would be willing to let matters rest for the present as
they are ; but he hoped that at some future day the.  Bible might
receive some fuller place than it had now. 'He had reason to fear
that the atterapt might be renewed, and possibly very soon to have
even the present small recognition of the Bible removed and
the system made absolately secular. One could easily see that
this was a very troublesome question for the politicians on both
sides, and he knew that in both parties there were those who would
be glad to have it out of the way. He felt it was due to those in
political life who would oppose instituting an absolutely secular
system that they should know that the S8ynod was at their back;
and, on the other hand that those who would try to settle diffi-

oulties, not by satisfying the Roman Catholio Churoh, but by giving

an equally good grievance to Protestants, should know that any
action of $hat kind would run in the face ‘of the very strong con-
viotion of this Synod and that they might expeot to encounter
opposition in the future. He did not attach any very great practi-
cal importance in the meantime to the kind of use of the Bible at
&rennt made in the schools, or to the form of prayer, but he felt
that 0 forbid it now when the trustees desired it and say that a
sohool section entirely Protestant should not use the Bible and
receive public mioneys was a kind of outrage and the sentiment of
this Synod in harmony with the preponderating sentiment of she
community was in opposition to is. The result of the late eleo-
tions in Belguim, a country not supposed to be priest-ridden as
Sootland had been 2aid to be, was an example of the force that was
ready to rise up and aseert itself to the dismay of Eolitioians. I
he belonged to a party thas woald try to foiet on this province a
secular system he would gay to it, you are not only going to commit
[ ‘::i.im against religion, but you are making a great political
mistake.

The olauses of the motion were noted on separately. In mov- '

ing the first one Dr. King expressed his view that it is not r
0 pay public money for sectarian education; he was thanklul,
t re, to the government for initiating the legislation which
now obtains. On the seocond clause he remarked that it seemed an
extremely strange way of getting over the difficulty to make the
Synod utterly irreligious with the view of oonoiliating a body to
whioh the school system would be made only the more¢ obmnoxious
by the removal of the liftle religion there is in it. The object counld
only be this: As the Roman Cotholics have a v serious griev.-
ance, give the Protestants another and we shall about equal.
Relating to the third olause the mover eaid that after all the
religions and moral character of the teachers were worth all the
rest ; without that even the Bible and the prayers would be of
little value. Testifying to the high character of the teachers of
the provinoe ha said he found a growing conviction among educa-
tionists in all countries that to some extent there had been a mis-
understanding of the pu of public sohool education: It had
been thought for a time shat the results to be soughs were such as
oonld be ascertained by examination, and there was & growing con-
viotion that the aim should be the formation of character.

Chief Justice Taylor seconded the motion. He said there was
at present a very slight recognition of the Bible and prayer in the
Sogoolu; he would like to see more. It would be a sad day for the
provinoe if teachers should be forbidden to use the Bible, every-
where parents and trastees desired it. It was well that those in
politios‘ power should known that, if they proposed to make any
such ob::g; they would have the sentiment of this S8ynod decidedly
against . :

.~ Rev. Jougr li:ﬁg held that the Bynod could not affirm its posi-
tion too emphatically. He dwealt especially upon the third clause

of the motion as the most important, saying that between a

thoroughly secular school with & Christian teacher and a
with the Bible read and prayer offered by a Godless teacher, he
would prefer the former. - . ;
Rev. C. B. Pitblado pointed out thatall legisiation, but espec-
ially school legislation, required to be watched. In the east he
paased through this ordeal for welve or fourieen years; and
he knew that the unsectarian system of the lower provinoes would
have been interfered with time and again had not a watohtul care
been exercised by the Synod there.” Religious instruction bere is
permissable within certain lines. If it is desirable to see that no
“ﬁ:fx' take plaoce it would be well to appointa commisttee on publio
80 educasion with a convener and members enough to form a
quoram in Winnipeg and representatives in every Presbytery,
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: . Dz, Bryoe thought the third clause might be regarded as a
gimilar motion had been by & uwheu"mveilxguon . s:elfi‘orden. a8
reflection upon them; also shat it. might be interpreted by the
Romsn Oatholics as meaning that it was intended 10 see Presby-
terian teachers introduced into the mohools 4o make use of them
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Rev. Mr, Farquharson oould not agree with the first clause.
He bad a strong conviction that a_mistake had been made in not
allowing the Oasholios to have their schools.

Rev. Mr. Hodnett held that no concilintion would secure the
confidence of the people they mighs try to concilinte; that they
were unsatiable unlees they had their own way and made the

schools part of their church, The importance of the moral and

religious character of the teachers should be strongly emphasized.
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nspectors, were those who oo very li
frivolously about the Bible. v

Mr. John Sutherland had been in favor of the kind of schools
we have to-day, from his earliest recollection; bat he did nos
approve of Scripture selections, he wanted the Bible put into the

schools. )
Rev. P, Vm thought tha$ if the Bible were put into the
hands of a r who did not love the Bible, and he were com-

pelled to read it, he might sake his revenge by veading utterl
unsuitable selections, He held that it was tyrannical o torhis
any g&yer but the litle formula ibed, though there might
not be a Catholic within Afty miles. If there were any i-
bility of removing the grievanoce of the Oatholios withons

the conscientious convictions of Protestants, it should be.done.
But he would nos, for the sake of unity of the school system, have
a Christian nation im by law that the Word of God was not
to be read in the

Rev. Dr. Bryce pointed out that the Lord’s
the selections beaides the short prayer. The ons had been
made to help the teachers rather: to restriot them. :

Rev. Dr. DuVal saw very great wisdom, not y, in the
prescription of certain selsotions. He said the ides must not be
e(a}ntoﬁ‘ined that this was the bone of contention with the Roman

atholios.

Rev. Dr. King's motion was osrried, and was followed by the
adoption of the following, moved by Rev. C. B. Pitblado, and
seoonded by Rev. Dr. King:

That this Synod appoint & committee, whose duty it shall be to
take cognizance of laggﬂnﬁon on public education in Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories, and take such measures as they deem
judicious for maintaining our unsectarian system of eduoation,
and that it repors each year to Bynod. i -

The committes was snﬁ:nted to consist of Revs. Dr. King and
Dr. Bryoe, Messrs. Pitblado, Wright, Carmichael, MoLeod,
Rochester, P. C, MoIntyre, Oolin H. Campbell, Hon. Chisf Justice
Taylor, and Robt. Martin, and the olerks of the Presbyteries.

TrrOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT.

Rev. Dr. Bryce sabmitted the repors of the committee on the
maintenance of the theologioal department of Manitoba College.
It stated that the revenue had been much smaller than for any
year of ita recent history ; the causes were the general depression
prevailing shroughout the Synod, the want of proper organiza-
tion in oertain sections, and the hea: agm.aﬁ made od the
erection of the new buildings of Manitoba college. The financial

was one of

statement up to 18th 1894, showed the following rwﬁﬁn
from Presbyteries: Winnipeg, $1,006.60; Rock Laks, $288.40;
Brandon, $367.830 ; Minnedosa, $184.30; R ., $200.85 ; interest

on endowment, $96; Synod of Columbis Presbyteries, Calgary,
$66.85; Eamloops, $13; Wessminster, $78.20; Victoria, $53
balance due Convener, $417.38; total $2,799.88¢ Expendisure,
paid amount due Convener, $455.18; salary of Dr. King, $2,250;

pars of Convener’s expenses to Oalgary, $87; interest, §83; printing -
-$24,75. Liability, $750, being last quarter of salary of 199%-94.

Some time was spent in discuesing the deficiency, and the
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e iday evening sederunt afser open
Rev. P. Wright, the re of the Poreign Mission Om vn{
regented by Rev. Prof. Hart. It mentioned the visit of Mrs.
g[uvie and Mrs. Jeffrey last summer, to the Indian missions, as
having been very productive of good. There were thirteen differens
Indian missione on twenty reserves, with a staff of seven ordained
ministers and twenty-five assistants. There avere 197 Indian com-
municants : children in schools, 303, of whom fifty-five are in day
schools, and 248 in_ industrial schools. There wers three day
schools and six boarding schools, including a large industrial sohool
at Regina. There were in actual attendance at ina, 121, an
inorease since last spring of eighty-five. The worl
adults wae the least encouraging; there was progress but it was
slow. At Pipestone, Portage Ia Prairie and Crowstand there weare
places ot worehip in course of ereotion. The cost of the Indisn
work last year was $90,984; of this $15,000 was paid the
Woman’s Foreign Mission Bociety. A request was -for
ocli;opont:ot: in p! pugl;l; i? Ohrisﬁt: ll;t:unu and giving em-
ent to young men with farmers, hel and encoursgin
tphegnio earn their own living. ' ping ok
Rev. Hugh MoKay, of Round Lake, opened the disoussion on

A

)

the Indian mission. ~He spoke first of the school, whioh hes ap

attendance of twenty pupils, giving a desoription of she work:

carried on. Farming, he said, is the only industry taught #o the
boys; he thongl:lthi- wag beiter than teaching trades. Be

the school he his mission work on the reserve. In spe

of the misgion, he illustrated the tendenay of the schoals $o

the families, and showed the saperiority of Christian bomes. He
had found it & great help to have a godly man to be » farm in.
strootor. These various points he bronghs ous in the form of an
interesting account of & trip: sround the appointments of
mission.
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Rev. C, W. Whyte said the Indian work, mmwhichmu
homse $o alt of us as Cavadian citizens. He procesded to show -




