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FHRU IN THE WOODS.

I eau couceivo of nothing in this worid more awful than one of those fires
whichi have frectiently rushied through forests in North Anierica, with moro fear-
fui rapidity and destructive fury than unly huiva-strezrni thiat ever pourcd. froni the
fiercest v'olcarîo. The first time I ever saw the traces of* suchi a conflagration %vas
in Nova Scotia, between Hialifax and Truro, on the road to Pictou. The driver
of the stage-and a better or mortier nover motinted a box, or guided a teani
through niiud and over corduroy-pointed out the spot iu ivhich lie and liis
chargeè iad a uîost. narrow escape. Whlîe pursuing his journey aiorig one cf these
forest roads, ranîpartcd on each side bv tall trees that show but a narrowv 8trip of
blue sky ovcrhle.id, hoe found himiself involved in volumes of sinoke bursting frontl
the Nvoods. It did not require the experieuce, cf an in1ianàrt of' the great W est-
cmn Continecnt te rcveal to irut instantiv hlis tcrriblc position. Thc wocds wcrc
on flrc1 Hiuit wiîether the tire wvas futa off or ruear, hoe couid flot teli. If flar off, lic
ktiew it was makzingr towards Iiim with the 8peod of' a race-horse ; if ncai', a fetw
mîinutcs miust iuvolve 1dm- in the cnflagration. Suddeniy tlie tire lwirst bfr

hlm! ~ iu--.. ea roai, and u)rmng, a canopy overhecad ; sending long
tongues of Ihuie, with wrcaths of smoke, from one tree top te another; crackling
and roaring as it spcd upon its devouring pathi; iicking up the tufted hieads of'
the pinots wvhile the wiud vd.iiled them cnwards te extend the conflagration.
What %vas to ho donc? To rotreat w:îs.- uscless. Miles of forest were behiind
ready to bo couisumed. There Nvau one hope oniy of escape. Nathan hiad hieurd.
in tho mcrning a report, that a miii iiad been burut. 'The spot where it had
stood was about six hundtcd yards ahe-ad. Ilc artued, that the lire haviruz heen.
thoro, and consumed everything, could flot again liave visited the sanie place.
lIe deteriniuued te niake a despetate rush threuglh fire and sunoke te reachi thc
clcarance. The conflagration Nvas as yet uthove huai like a giowiog arch, though it
hA partially extended te Uthe ground en either side. Hie luad six hor:es to bc
sure, tried animais, wluo knev his voico, aiîd vhoni hoe semod te love as friends;
but such a coach !-Iutnbering and springlcss, and full cf passengers too, chiefly
ladies ; anid such roails !-a 'om bi nation of* trunks of trocs buried in thick mcd.
But on hoe niust go or perish. Bcndingr his hend down, biind, hardly abie te breathe,
lashing his herses, and shoutirug tb the trembiing, terrified creatures, and while
the ladies screamed in aony-of fear, Nathan wetit phuging and. tossiuîg throughi
the terrifie scelle! A fewv moments more, and there ii ne hope, fur the coach is
scorched, and about te take tire; anid the herses are getting uninanagahie!
Anethet desperate rush-ho lias reachied the clearance, and tiu'3re is the mil], a
miass cf charred wocd, surreutided by a fotcst cf eliony trunks growing eut cf
charrod earth ;-the ire is past.sed, aid Nathan is safc! "lOh!1 sir," hoe kaid, Ilit
w.az frightful! ihink only if a horse had stunibletl or fallen ! <r had. Ille lire
cauglit us f-irther backi-flvc mnutes nmere would have donc it, 'Zir !' iliat
satme lire consunied a space of forest ton milles long, -and three broad!1

But wvhat was such a fire evon, te the unenorable eue wvhichî dovast.atcd Mira-
niohi, ln Necw Brunswick, about twenty-five yeats ago ! ihat terrible conflagra-
tion is uiîparilled in the history cf consutned foresis. It broke out on tho 4 th
October, 1825, about sisty miles above the towun cf Newcastle, at one in the
afternocn, and before ton ii sanie ni-glt it had reachcd twenty miles boyend ;
thus traversing, ln nine heurs, a distance of eiglîty mailes cf forest, with a breadt1i

cf aout weny-five 1 Over this great tract cf country cverything was destroyed;
coe lîundred and sixty persons pcrishied ; net a troc was Ieft; the vcry fi:31) lu the
strens wverc scorchced and found iyirig ferad4dead lu heaps.

The morning cf that dreitdfi day wvas cairn and sultry ; but, inu an inestant,
sunoko swept ever tie town o)f NewcesUe (situatoul on the river Mitamiichii), whieh
turîîed day into niglit. The darkniess was se unespectcd-so suddem-su pro-


